Charles Demuth
(1883-1935)

Today in Art Masterpiece, we studied Charles Demuth. Charles Demuth was an
American painter, known as a “Cubist-Realist”. Cubist artists arrange geometric
shapes on canvas in various colors and textures. Realist artists create artwork that
looks like what we see around us. Demuth combined the two styles in daring and
unusual ways, often using symbols to make his works abstract as well. This art
form is also known as Precisionism.
The art print we discussed was “I saw the Figure Five in Gold”. This painting was
inspired by a poem of a friend titled, “The Great Figure”, referring to the side of a
bright red fire engine. Demuth created this painting, using contrasting color,
shapes and symbols to show us things not as we see them, but as a new way of
looking at things in a fragmentad and mare
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