
 
Name ________________________________     Period _________   Date ___________ 
Lesson 10: Why did the Founders Want to Change the Articles of Confederation of 1781? 
The United States’ first constitutional government failed within a decade!!  
 
•1. How/why were the 
Articles of Confederation 
created? 
 
•Purpose: 
 
 
••Result: 
 
 
 
 
•2. What problems were 
addressed in the Articles 
of Confederation? 
••Problem 1: 
••Solution: 
 
 
••Problem 2: 
••Solution: 
 
 
•What were the 
weaknesses of the Articles 
of Confederation? 
 
 
Define FACTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
How did ________ 
Rebellion sow the seeds of 
change? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
•To ____________ relationships among states & to unite the 
states in their relations with the rest of the __________. 
 
•On June 7th, 1776, _________________ introduced to the 
__________ Continental Congress two resolutions.  One 
would become the Declaration of ________________  & the 
other the _____________ of Confederation (A/C). 
 
 
•Fear of a __________ national government 
•Create a _________ national government (No ___________ 
or _________________ Branches of government) 
 
 
••Fear that some states would ___________ others in the 
________________ government 
•Give each state _______ vote 
 
•1. No ____________ & no ____________ to get it. 
 
•2. No ______________ over the state governments & their 
____________. 
 
•3. ________________ trade agreements. 
 
•4. Unfair _______________ among the states. 
 
•5. Threats to __________s’ right to ___________. 
 
• __________ Rebellion took place in _______________ 
(checks & balances) 
•___________ geographic regions may result in greater 
threats to __________ rights (factions) 
“We are either a ______ people or we are not.  If the former lets 
act as a _________.  If we are not, let us no longer act a farce by 
__________ to it.”                   ___________________________ 
                                              Who said this??????? 



From the Articles (pg. 56) 
                       •Article II. 
••                      •Article V.  
                      •Article VIII.  
•                      Article XIII. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What were the 3 
achievements of the first 
national government? 
 
 
 

 
 
•Each state retains it’s sovereignty, freedom, independence, 
and every power NOT delegated to the U.S. Congress. 
•Each state shall have 1 vote. 
•The common treasury shall be provided by the several 
states. 
•Alterations must be agreed to by every state. 
 
 
1.Organizing the ________ to fight & win the 
_______________ War. 
2.Gaining recognition as a free & 
_________________ nation 1781 
3.Northwest ______________ 1787 
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Reviewing & Using the Le 

1.Pg. 54  
    How did independence create a need for a national government? 
 
 
 
2.Pg. 55  
   Why did the Framers create a weak national government? 
 
3.Pg. 56  
  What problems might result from each state issuing its own currency? 
 
4.Pg.  57 
    How was Congress’s ability to govern hurt by not being able to collect 
taxes from the states? 
 
 
5.Pg. 58   
   Why did Shay’s Rebellion force people to examine the weaknesses of 
the national government? 
 
6.Pg. 59   
    What achievement under the Articles of Confederation is being 
illustrated? 
 
•1. 
 
•2. 
 
•3. 
 
•4. 
 

 


