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By Mildred D. Taylor

� Novel takes place in western Mississippi, 
near Vicksburg, in 1933.

� During prejudice of whites against blacks in 
the South during difficult time of the 
Depression.

� Cassie Logan - The narrator and nine-year-old protagonist. 
Cassie is the second-oldest Logan child. She has a fiery 
temper like her Uncle Hammer. Also, she is very naive 
concerning the facts of racism. 

� Little Man (Clayton Chester Logan) - A meticulously neat 
first-grader, Little Man is the youngest of the Logan children, 
he is 6 years old. 

� Stacey Logan - A twelve-year-old boy, Stacey is the oldest of 
the Logan children. He is part-adult, part-child. 

� Christopher-John - A cheerful seven-year-old, 
Christopher-John is the second youngest of the Logan 
children. He is timid. 

� Papa (David Logan) - Cassie's father. He values his 
independence highly, leaving to work on the railroad in 
order not to lose ownership of Logan land. 

� Mama (Mary Logan) - Cassie's mother, a 
schoolteacher. 

� Uncle Hammer - Papa's brother, Hammer lives in 
Chicago. He has a short temper. 

� Big Ma (Caroline Logan) - Papa's mother. A woman 
of sixty, she runs the Logan farm. 

� T. J. Avery - A trouble-making friend of Stacey's. The 
Averies are sharecroppers on Granger land. T. J. has a 
younger brother named Claude. 
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� Jeremy Simms - A white boy who is often beaten for 
walking to school with and associating with the Logan 
children. His sister is Lillian Jean, who is often rude to 
Cassie. He has two big brothers, Melvin and R. W., who 
use T. J. pretending they are his friend.

� Lillian Jean Simms - A prissy seventh grader. 

� Melvin and R. W. Simms - The older Simms brothers 
make trouble. They pretend to befriend T. J., but make 
fun of him behind his back. 

� L. T. Morrison - A big, burly man with streaks of white 
hair who comes to work on the Logan farm. 

� Mr. Jamison - A local lawyer; a white man. His 
forefathers bought land from Harlan Granger 
during the reconstruction, and sold some of it to 
the Logan family. Mr. Jamison is very sympathetic 
to the plight of the black community.

� The Wallace Family (Kaleb, Dewberry, etc.) -
The Wallace family runs a general store on Harlan 
Granger's land. They are violent, brutal people.

� Harlan Granger - A rich plantation owner who is 
anxious to buy back the Logan's land. 

� The story is told in first person, entirely from Cassie’s 
perspective. The author uses gossip and story telling as 
devices to provide Cassie with information that a nine 
year old would not usually have. She also does things 
that a child would do such as following her brother to 
the forbidden store, making an excuse to get out of the 
classroom so she can peer in at the windows of her 
mother’s classroom, and refusing to be left behind in 
anything that looks like excitement or danger. 

POINT OF VIEW 

� It is not Mildred Taylor’s goal to simply present a book 
about the horrors of racism or to “blame” her white 
characters for their feelings. Mama explains the pre-
Civil War history to bother her students and to Cassie 
when the opportunity arises. It is not racism itself, but 
rather Cassie’s realization of it that is important. An 
understanding of the history of slavery and the 
justification by considering blacks as subhuman will 
enable Cassie to follow her father’s advice in choosing 
when to stand up for what is right versus when to be 
patient and wait for a better opportunity



8/5/2013

3

� The depression is not explicitly mentioned in the story, but 
is apparent in much of the description and conversation. 
The parents talk about “hard times,” the school books have 
been used for eleven years by white children before being 
passed on to the black children. The children save the 
shoes for Sunday wear and for the winter when the ground 
is too cold for bare feet and many of them have patches on 
their clothes. The price of cotton seems very uncertain 
from one year to the next, and both blacks and whites have 
transportation that ranges from horse and buggy to beat up 
pick-up trucks with only a few having truly nice cars. Work
is nearly impossible to find, which is one reason a man like 
Mr. Morrison will work for a room, food and a few dollars 
spending money at the end of the season. 

THEMES - THEME ANALYSIS 

�

Friendship/Family 

� Identity and Surviving 


