Masterpiece: Flowers, Italy, 1931 by Joseph Stella
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Keywords:
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2nd 

Activity:
Completing a ½ Picture

Meet the Artist:

· He was born in Italy in 1877. When he was 18, he immigrated to the United States and became a citizen. He lived in New York and for the rest of his life, even though he traveled extensively, he considered himself American.

· Briefly studied medicine, but due to his natural talent for art, he ended up studying art instead.

· His first paintings were of the impoverished immigrants, miners and steel workers that he saw. He started to get paid for these paintings relatively early in his career.

· In 1909, he went back to Europe and there he was exposed to the European art movements such as cubism (where the forms are fragmented onto plains, then rearranged to make a pictorial, but not realistic picture) and futurism (a short lived movement that focuses on movement and speed, the dynamic qualities of technology).

· His artwork was very well rounded. He excelled in many different forms of art. However, he is most remembered for is American Futuristic paintings.

· Many of his paintings showed symmetrical balance. Meaning, even if not exactly the same from one side to the other, in substance it is the same. Making the painting feel balanced.

· He died in 1946, leaving behind a wide variety of artwork.

· The painting, Flowers, Italy is on display at The Phoenix Art Museum.

Possible Questions:

· How is this painting balanced?

· What are the differences from one side to the other?

· Are the differences made up for to keep overall symmetrical balance?

· Which colors are the cool colors? Where are they placed, the foreground or the background?

· Which colors are warm colors? Where are they placed, in the foreground or the background?

· Does this painting look futuristic? Does it look realistic?

· What do you like about the painting?

· Why do you think he titled it Flowers, Italy?

Activity:
Completing a ½ Picture

Materials Needed:   copies of the ½ flower vase (1 per student), pencils, erasers, markers, glue stick, colored construction paper (12x18)

Process:

1. Have the children sketch an exact opposite of the picture provided. Make sure they start with pencils, this can be quite tricky.

2. After it is sketched, they can follow up by coloring it in, using a balanced mix of warm and cool colors. 

3. Remind them that they are working towards overall symmetry, in both design and color.

4. Have them “frame” the flower on a piece of construction paper, color of their choice.  

5. Have students color pictures with colored pencils or markers. 

6. Have them title and sign their work.

Masterpiece: 2nd grade- Flowers by Joseph Stella


Today your child participated in Art Masterpiece studying Flowers by Joseph Stella.  The students learned about symmetry, balance and futurism.  Stella’s most famous paintings show symmetrical balance, meaning and even if not exactly the same from one side to the other, in substance it is the same.  The painting, Flowers, is on display at The Phoenix Art Museum.  Today the students had the opportunity to sketch an exact opposite of a picture provided.  Please take a minute to talk about their experience
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