Sample Outlines for Senior Project/Presentation

Performance Outline:

Medium: 

Location:

Materials:

1. Introduce yourself and what you will perform

2. Introduce the theme of your performance

3. Perform talent, show art, present box of artifacts or creative memory book…

-While showing different aspects, you can explain the metaphor or theme and how it relates to each portion. For example: if you play piano, choose one song that represents your influences and then after playing that song, share your influences and why they mean so much to your identity. 

4.  Relate entirety of performance back to theme/symbol/metaphor. Why is this the main thing that you wanted to share with others to help better explain your life?

5. Close with questions about how long project took/ how long you’ve been ________ing…

Sample: Parker Jones (2009)

Medium: Music and Art

Location: Classroom

Materials: Art on PowerPoint, scanned in, photographs for background on PowerPoint, Timeline of life on PowerPoint, guitar and amp with all necessary cords

1. Set up guitar and amplifier. Projected self-portrait onto overhead screen. 

2. Introduced himself and explained that his theme was “Creative Expression”

3. Played a song his band wrote on his guitar. Had a friend scroll through pictures as he played the song on a PowerPoint.

4. Explained his pictures and the song after playing it- its importance to him and what influenced its creation

5. Went through some slides of his artwork and discussed why he chose to show those particular works (some won contests, some were his favorites, some were of important things in his life).

6. Played another song on guitar

7. Explained this song again and talked about its meaning.

8. Showed some fun photos of his influences- family, friends, girlfriend, religion

9. Closed with a final song 

Video Outline:

Medium: Windows Movie Maker or IMovie…

Location: Classroom

Materials: Music soundtrack and DVD

1. Open with a slide that introduces the theme of the presentation, perhaps a voice over some photos of yourself that introduces the project

2. Scroll through some pictures of your influences from childhood, playing a song that represents that portion of your life.
3. Fit in a voice over or some slides (with enough time to read them) that explains why this portion fits your theme (the songs should as well!)

4. Continue the show with other major parts of your life, which could include family, religion, animals, vacations, major tragedies that were turning points, lessons learned, funniest or most memorable moments, novels/music/other cultural influences, work, activities, sports, locations….

5. Make sure music matches each section, and is explained if it is not obvious

6. Reflect on how all the parts of your presentation fit into central theme/symbol/metaphor

7. Where are you heading next year? What do you hope to do with your life?

8. WORKS CITED/CREDITS for help received, including for your soundtrack!

Example: Guess ; )
Theme: Mountains

1. Opening: Shots of mountain vacations and climbs from throughout the years. Voice Over: Mountains are a stereotypical metaphor for challenges, however, they can also represent achievement and beauty. Music playing: John Denver “Rocky Mountain High”

2. Section 1: Mini mountains: Accomplishments of Childhood. Include first dance recital, first piano recital, the time I cut my brother with a safety scissors, moving to Minnesota, creative arts kindergarten, spraining my ankle on a Valentine’s Box in class. Music Playing: “I Would Walk 1000 Miles…” Use voice over and slide captions to explain EACH picture.
3. Section 2: Family boulders: the people who have helped me build up my mountains. Mom, dad, sisters, brother (in a negative, learn from his mistakes way), teachers (Mrs. Sweet, Anderson, in a throw my golf-clubs in a sandtrap way…), best friends Em, Jamie, Joe, Mike, Del “We Are Family” Use slide captions to explain each person’s influence.
4. Section 4: My biggest mountain: Eagle Lake Camp, Colorado Springs, CO. Show pictures of camp, explain how I came to fall in love with the beauty of mountains, and how they came to represent strength, faith, and challenges anew. Play Eagle Lake Theme “Up Here on the Mountain”. 

5. Section 5: Peaks and Valleys: MUSIC! CHOIR, CHOIR, CHOIR, and more! Valleys, being told I was not good enough to make it in show choir by my parents. Not making All-State or getting a solo. Sophomore year’s set not winning competitions. Peaks: Making show choir sophomore year (as ¼ girls!), Winning Nationals at Branson Senior Year! Pictures of all these events. Songs: Show Choir Mix from Senior Set- Disco Inferno!

6. Section 6: Learning from the falls. Literal fall down mountain with gravel in my knee and sticking to my sleeping bag at night. Metaphorical falls: Quitting golf senior year before State, spending too much time stressing over life and not enough time enjoying it! “I Get Knocked Down”

7. Section 7: My future Mountains! Colorado College! English major. Eventually teaching! Song: “Good Riddance”

