
 

First Grade Language Arts/      
       Writing Standards 
 

Open Court Reading - 
Themes by Quarter 

 

 

 

Quarter One 
 
Let’s Read (Big Book) 
Animals (Big Book) 
Our Neighborhood at Work (Big Book) 
Games (Anthology) 
 
Quarter Two 
 
Weather (Big Book) 
Things that Go (Big Book) 
Journeys (Big Book) 
Keep Trying (Anthology) 
 
Quarter Three 
 
Being Afraid (Anthology) 
 
Quarter Four 
 
Homes (Anthology) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   Objectives taught in all quarters 
 

PO 1.  Generate ideas through prewriting activities 
(e.g., brainstorming, webbing, drawing, writer’s 
notebook, group discussion). 

PO 2.  Draw a picture or storyboard about ideas 
generated. 

PO 3.  Organize ideas using simple webs, maps, or 
lists. 

PO 4.  Discuss the purpose for a writing piece. 

PO 5.  Discuss who the intended audience of a writing 
piece will be. 

PO 1.  Write a draft (e.g., story, caption, letter, 
observations, message). 
 

PO 1.  Reread original draft for clarity.   

PO 2.  Add additional details with prompting. 

PO 1.  Review the draft for errors in conventions, with 
prompting.  

 (See Strand 2) 

PO 1.  Rewrite and illustrate selected pieces of 
writing for sharing with intended audience. 

 

PO 1. Create pictures and text that are expressive, 
individualistic, engaging, and lively. 
 

PO 1.  Incorporate conventions into own text, 
including: 

a. spacing between words 
b. spacing between lines 
c. consistent left-right and up-down 

orientation 
d. placement of title 

Objectives Taught in all quarters con’t 
PO 2.  Use capital letters correctly for: 

a. the pronoun I 
b. the beginning of a sentence 
c. names 

PO 3.  Punctuate endings of sentences using: 
a. periods 
b. question marks 
c. exclamation points 

PO 4.  Spell high frequency words correctly. 



PO 5.  Use common spelling patterns (i.e., onset and 
rimes, word families, and simple CVC words) to 
spell words correctly. 

PO 6.  Use basic phonetic spelling of unfamiliar words 
to create readable text. 

PO 7.  Use resources (e.g., environmental print, 
word walls, dictionaries) to spell correctly. 

        PO 8.  Use subject /verb agreement in simple 
sentences. 

PO 9.  Use the following parts of speech correctly in 
simple sentences: 

a. nouns 

b. action verbs 

PO 10.  Write own name on personal work. 
-Create pictures for text that are expressive. 

-Incorporate conventions into own text. 

-Use capital letters correctly. 

-Punctuate ends of sentences. 

-Spell high frequency words correctly. 

-Use subject/verb agreement in simple sentences. 

-Use nouns and action verbs correctly in 

sentences. 

-Consistently read grade level text with at least 

90% accuracy. 

-Read aloud with fluency that sounds like natural 

speech. 

 

 
Quarter 1 Writing 
-Write simple sentences. 
- Write for communication 

friendly letters 
          thank-you notes 
          invitations 
- Write a variety of functional text (e.g., classroom 
rules, letters, experiments, recipes, notes/messages, 
labels, directions, posters, graphs/tables). 
-Compare events, characters, and conflicts from a 
variety of culturally diverse literary selections. 
-Follow a set of written multi-step directions with 
picture cues to assist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quarter 2 Writing 
-Participate in creating simple summaries from 
informational texts, graphs, tables, or maps. 
-Create expository texts (e.g., labels, lists, 

observations, journals) through drawing and/or 

writing. 
-Write multiple sentences in an order that supports a 
main idea or story. 

-Show a sense of beginning (e.g., This is a story of…, 
One day…, My favorite food…). 

-State the meaning of specific sign (traffic, safety, 
warning). 

 

Quarter 3 Writing 

-Participate in writing simple poetry, rhymes, songs, or 
chants. 

-Write a narrative that includes: a main idea based on 
real or imagined events, character(s), and a sequence 
of events. 
-Use expressive or descriptive phrases and short 
sentences, beyond one- or two-word labels. 

-Write stand-alone text that expresses a clear 
message. 

-base words and inflections 

-Catergorization 

-Compound words 

-Contractions 

 

Quarter 4 Writing 

Animal Reports 

-Research using at least 3 informational sources. 

-Determine facts for a specific animal. 

-Create stand alone informational text. 

-Write a response to a literature selection that 
identifies the characters, setting, sequence of events, 
and main idea. 

-Respond to literature using connections (text-text, 
text-self, text-world). 

-Compound words --Contractions 

-Identify topic, answer questions, and identify 

organizational features of expository text 

 

 

 

 

 


