
Commas to connect sentences
Compound Sentence: Use a comma with a 
conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 
For example:

s         v       d.o.         fanboy     s         v       d.o.
He likes basketball , and she likes volleyball. 

Complex Sentence: Use a comma to separate a 
subordinate clause from an independent clause 
ONLY if subordinate clause comes first. 
Example:

SC                             IC
When I go to the park, I like to run. 

Comma Rule 
1:

Compound 
Sentences & 

Complex 
Sentences

IC , ___ IC
     fanboys
IC = independent 
clause

Or 
SC, IC



Commas in a series
Use commas to separate three or more words, 
phrases, or clauses in a list or series. 

*phrases don’t have verbs; clauses do! 

For example:
A worthwhile philosophy includes honesty, industry, and 
kindness.

Ham and eggs, waffles and syrup, and cereal were served for 
breakfast.

Comma Rule 
2:

Items in a 
Series



Commas and Coordinate Adjectives
Use commas to separate adjectives of equal 
rank - the adjectives must answer the same 
question to be separated by a comma. 
          (How many/much? or  What kind/type?)
Equal rank: A narrow, rough road led to the 

country market. 
both answer “What kind?”

Unequal rank: Many new books on sports are 
on display. 

many - “How many?”
new - “What kind?” 

Comma Rule 
3:

Adjectives



Practice - insert commas where needed...

1.Ms. R will go to the party, or she will go to the 
library. 

2.He purchased a book, a CD, and a movie.
3.The happy, smiling crowd greeted the 

contestants. 
4.You must go, but I will stay. 
5.She wanted to go swimming, get some sun, and 

just relax.









Comma Rule #1 : lists / series 

Use commas to separate words, phrases, or clauses in a list or 
series. However, if all the items in the list are connected by 
“or,” “nor,” or “and,” then no commas are needed.

*phrases don’t have verbs; clauses do! 

For example:
A worthwhile philosophy includes honesty, industry, and kindness.
Ham and eggs, waffles and syrup, and cereal were served for breakfast.
OR
Joe or Jane or Mary or Alice will certainly be there. He was strong and brave and good.



Comma Rule #2 : introductions 
Use a comma to set off introductory words, phrases, and 
clauses from the sentence. 

(A comma is optional with a short phrase if the meaning is clear.) 

For example:
After the storm was over, we went home. (introductory adverb clause)
Having rung the bell loudly, the sentry fled. (introductory participial phrase)
In 1516, soldiers were hired as mercenaries. (introductory prepositional phrase)
Yes, I will be there. (introductory word)



Comma Rule #3: interruptions 
Use commas to set off interrupting words, phrases, and 
clauses that can be taken out of sentence & sentence still 
make sense. 

For example:
Jonathan will, in fact, serve on the committee. 

> Jonathan will serve on the committee. 
No one else I know, however, will volunteer.

> No one else I know will volunteer. 
Jane, who is my best friend, has asked me to be a bridesmaid.

> Jane has asked me to be a bridesmaid. 



Comma Rule #4: compound sentences

Use a comma before a FANBOYS conjunction (For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So) 
to make a compound sentence (two independent sentences) . 

For example:
IC (Independent Clause) , fanboy      IC (Independent Clause)

She helped me with my homework, and then she stayed for dinner. 
(two independent sentences joined to make a compound sentence) 

     
She helped me with my homeworkand then stayed for dinner. 

(not two sentences, so no comma)



Comma Rule #5: complex sentences

Use a comma to separate an SC (subordinate clause) 
from an independent clause when the SC comes first. 

For example:

SC (subordinate clause)  , IC (independent clause). 

Because Ms. R loves reading, she enjoys shopping for 
books. 



Comma Rule #6 : appositives  
appositives: words that rename another noun in a sentence
- in middle of two commas or set aside by one comma

- examples: Ms. R, the English teacher sings. 
Ms. R, the English teacher, sings. 

Use commas to set off appositives that are two or more words.
 (one-word appositives are often not set off). 
For example: 
Mr. Jay, our coach, taught at Wilmont, a boy’s school. (two appositives)

The year 1812 found America in another war. (comma not needed) 



Comma Rule #7: equal rank adjectives 
Use commas to separate adjectives of equal rank - the 
adjectives must answer the same question to be separated 
by a comma. 
          (How many/much? or  What kind/type?)

Equal rank: A narrow, rough road led to the country market. 
both answer “What kind?”

Unequal rank: Many new books on sports are on display. 
   many - “How many?”

new - “What kind?” 

*HINT - use “and” between adjectives to see if it would make sense, if 
it does - then use the comma to separate them.

A narrow and rough road….  = does make sense - use comma! 
Many and new books ….       = doesn’t make sense 



Comma Rule #8: addresses & dates 
Use commas 
● in addresses to separate street address and city names.
● in address to separate city from state 
● date of day from year  

For example:
Hal lives at 222 Joy Street, Dayton, Ohio 45402. 
He was born on December 22, 1967. 

She was born in May 1984. (comma not needed without the day)



Comma Rule #9: quotations
Use commas with direct quotations. 

● Inside quotations if at end before dialogue tag
● Outside quotations after dialogue tag if quotation 

continues

For example:
“I have to study for the math test,” my sister complained. 
I responded, “Quit whining.”
“I wish,” commented Grace, “that you wouldn’t call me so early in the morning.” 



Comma Rule #10: direct address 
Use commas with words of direct address if 
speaking/mentioning a person’s name. 

For example:
Mary, come over here. 
I wish, Mary, that you would come over later. 
Are you ready, Greg? 



Comma Rule #11: emphasis
Use a comma to set off contrasting expressions or to show 
emphasis that can be deleted from sentence. 

For example:
The book was Frank’s, not Hal’s. 
That was a great meal, especially the dessert.



Practice for Participation Points - be 
prepared to share ideas for points!

Activity #1: (binder 
paper) 

Write your own 
example for each 
comma rule. 
Examples should be about you! 
:) 

- Will share out examples 
last 15 mins of class for 
volunteer pts. 

- have name on paper

 

Activity 2:
Complete comma 
worksheet.

- Input the commas where 
they need to belong; 
highlight the commas 
you input

- Write down why comma 
is needed

- Will review on Thursday 

When done, 
staple in this 
order & turn-in at 
end of aisle…… 

(top) notes
(middle) your 
example paper
(bottom) comma 
worksheet



_______________________________
Compound Sentence: _______________________
___________________________________________
_________________________________________
For example:

s         v       d.o.         fanboy     s         v       d.o.
He likes basketball , and she likes volleyball. 

Complex Sentence: _________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

SC                             IC
When I go to the park, I like to run. 

Comma Rule 
1:

Compound 
Sentences & 
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Sentences

IC , ___ IC
     fanboys
IC = independent 
clause

Or 

SC, IC



_______________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

*______________________________________

For example:
A worthwhile philosophy includes honesty, industry, and 
kindness.

Ham and eggs, waffles and syrup, and cereal were served for 
breakfast.

Comma Rule 
2:

Items in a 
Series



____________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
          (________________________________)

_______rank: A narrow, rough road led to the 
country market. 

both answer “What kind?”

_______ rank: Many new books on sports are 
on display. 

many - “How many?”
new - “What kind?” 

Comma Rule 
3:

Adjectives



Practice - insert commas where needed...

1.Ms. R will go to the party or she will go to the 
library. 

2.He purchased a book a CD and a movie.
3.The happy smiling crowd greeted the contestants. 
4.You must go but I will stay. 
5.She wanted to go swimming get some sun and 

just relax



Practice - insert commas where needed...

1.Ms. R will go to the party, or she will go to the 
library. 

2.He purchased a book, a CD, and a movie.
3.The happy, smiling crowd greeted the 

contestants. 
4.You must go, but I will stay. 
5.She wanted to go swimming, get some sun, and 

just relax


