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What You’ll Learn

1. Explain the four kinds of
intimacy in marriage. (p. 187)
2. Explain two ways to ensure
that marriage will last. (p. 188)
3. Analyze ten factors that
predict success in marriage.

Preparing for Marriage
and Parenthood
• I will develop skills to prepare for marriage.
• I will develop skills to prepare for parenthood.
• I will choose to practice abstinence from sex to
avoid the risks of teen marriage and parenthood.
arriage and parenthood require commitment and
sustained effort. You are not ready for these
commitments right now.

M

(p. 192)

4. Identify skills needed for
responsible parenthood.
(p. 196)

5. Discuss five examples of
faulty thinking that lead to
teen pregnancy. (p. 198)
6. Discuss the risks associated
with being a teen parent.
(p. 202)

Why It’s Important
Training and skills are needed for
two of life’s most important
jobs—being a marriage partner
and a parent.

k Key Terms
• intimacy
• developmental stages of
marriage
• developmental task
• preventive discipline
• behavior modification
• logical consequences discipline
• faulty thinking
• generational cycle of teen
pregnancy
• low birth weight
• toxemia of pregnancy
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Writing About Parenthood Think about what kind of parent you
want to be in the future. Write about your thoughts on parenthood.
Consider what goals you would have as a parent. After reading the
information on being a responsible parent on pages 196–197, write in
your health journal about the benefits and difficulties you might
experience as a parent.

ou are not ready for marriage right now. However, your high school education is

Y

helping you prepare for your future. You are gaining information and skills to use as an
adult. You already have learned something about marriage by observing your parents

or guardian and other adults who are married or have been married. From them, you may
have learned something about intimacy.

Intimacy in Healthful Marriages
Intimacy is a deep and meaningful
kind of sharing between two people.
There are many kinds of intimacy,
but for marriage to be sustained
over the years, four kinds of intimacy are of particular importance.
The four kinds of intimacy are
philosophical, psychological, creative, and physical.
Philosophical intimacy The sharing of
beliefs and values is philosophical
intimacy. Marriage partners share
the values that determine their dayto-day priorities. For example, one
partner might value his or her relationship with parents. As a result,
spending holidays with parents
becomes a priority for both partners.
Emotional intimacy The sharing of
needs, emotions, weaknesses, and
strengths is emotional intimacy.
Marriage partners share their needs,
their happiness, and their disappointments with each other. Emotional intimacy deepens through
the years.
Creative intimacy The sharing of
efforts to accomplish tasks and projects is creative intimacy. These
healthmh.com/marriage

tasks include running a household
together, planning a vacation, and
raising children. Marriage partners
must work together with a willing
attitude to have creative intimacy.
Physical intimacy The sharing of
physical affection is physical intimacy. Physical intimacy includes a
wide range of behaviors that express
warmth and closeness. Marriage
partners show physical affection
when they touch, caress, hold hands,
and kiss. Marriage partners express
physical affection when they have
sexual intercourse. The commitment
that the marriage partners make to
each other provides a sense of security to each partner. This enhances
physical intimacy.
Having sex before marriage does not
provide the security and intimacy that
comes with the commitment of marriage. Dating couples can access the
warmth and closeness that each partner feels for the other without having
sexual intercourse. Fact: Sex before
marriage does not predict sexual satisfaction during marriage. Remember, it
is a responsible decision to wait until
marriage to have sex.
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oday, because of rising divorce rates, it seems wise to examine two important ways

T

marriage partners can help ensure that their marriage will last: marriage partners must
be committed to actions that honor their wedding vows, and marriage partners must be

committed to working together to master the major tasks of the five stages of marriage.

The Commitment to Honor
Wedding Vows
When two people marry, they take
vows, or make promises. This is
called commitment. Yet, there are
two ways partners can view marriage. One view of marriage is commitment-motivated: “I will behave in
my marriage in the ways I have
promised.” Another view of marriage
is feelings-motivated: “I will behave
in my marriage according to how I
feel at the moment.”
Partners who are commitmentmotivated behave as they say they
will rather than as they happen to
feel at the time. Suppose a partner
does not “feel” like being supportive
of the other person’s needs, but uses
self-discipline to do so to honor the
marriage commitment. Suppose a
partner does not “feel” like being
sexually faithful, but uses selfdiscipline to say “no” to tempting situations. It is not always easy, but
when a partner is supportive and
faithful without feeling resentment,
he or she indicates that the marriage
commitment is a priority. These kinds
of actions reinforce the marriage
commitment.
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But suppose a partner believes in a
feelings-motivated marriage. This
partner believes how he or she feels
at any given moment determines his
or her actions. The partner may not
feel like being supportive or being
sexually faithful. The partner decides
to honor these feelings rather than
the promises made in the wedding
vows. The consequences are loss of
trust, loss of security, and loss of
commitment. Sexual infidelity also
may bring an STD to the marriage. A
commitment involves responsible
actions. No one can promise how he
or she will feel for a lifetime. One can
promise how he or she will act.
The developmental stages of
marriage are five stages of marriage
in which couples must master certain
tasks in order to develop and maintain
intimacy. The tasks within each stage
depend on the ages of the partners and
the length of the marriage. The tasks
are designed for people who marry in
their twenties and stay married to the
same person. People who marry
younger or older may experience other
stressors that affect the tasks.

The Major Tasks of the Five
Stages of Marriage
The first stage: the first two years
The newly married couple overcomes
their idealistic notions of marriage
and begins to form a family. The partners strive to:
• maintain individual identity as
they form a family,
• develop cooperation and reduce
the need to control one another,
• develop a sexual bond that leads to
deeper intimacy,
• develop an effective decisionmaking style,
• recognize difficulties in their
parents’ marriages and anticipate
how those difficulties might affect
their marriage.
The second stage: the third through
the tenth year The couple gains a
realistic view of one another and
must settle into dealing with their
individual weaknesses and make an
effort to avoid dysfunctional behaviors. Their goals are to:
• recognize and confront the
weaknesses of both partners,
• examine relationships and avoid
dysfunctional behaviors,
• reaffirm commitment to sexual
intimacy, including sexual fidelity,
• examine the influence of children
on marriage and agree upon childraising methods.
The third stage: the eleventh through
the twenty-fifth year The couple
establishes and maintains individual
identities and deals with issues of
aging, adolescent children, and
intimacy. They recognize the need to:
• maintain individual identities and
develop mutual dependence,
healthmh.com/marriage

• recognize that neither person
will be perfect, and forgive
mistakes,
• confront the crises of middle age,
including aging, sexuality, and job
and financial security,
• maintain and develop intimacy.

Successful marriages
depend on commitment to
marriage vows and
dedication to facing life’s
changes together.

The fourth stage: the twenty-sixth
through the thirty-fifth year The couple must master tasks from the first
three stages that were not previously
mastered, confront changes in sexuality, and grieve over their losses.
They determine to:
• reevaluate the tasks from the
previous stages,
• recognize the physical changes
that accompany aging and affect
sexuality, and to rekindle
romance,
• grieve over losses such as the
death of parents and children
leaving home.
The fifth stage: the thirty-sixth year
and on The couple finds new inspiration after the major life tasks have
been completed, and they confront
feelings about death. They agree to:
• prepare for retirement,
• renew intimacy and develop ways
to continue sexual intimacy,
• prepare for death and for the
death of the marriage partner.

Mini-Review
1. How does the
marriage
commitment
enhance physical
intimacy?
2. What are the tasks
important to the
first developmental
stage of a healthful
marriage?
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ociologist Robert Havighurst identified eight developmental tasks of adolescence.
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A developmental task is an achievement that needs to be mastered to reach the

next level of maturity. Teens who marry do not have enough time to master the

developmental tasks of adolescence before facing the responsibilities of marriage.

Why Teen Marriage Is Risky
Divorce More than
50 percent of teen
marriages end in
divorce.

One way to reduce the number of separations and divorces is to reduce the
number of teen marriages. More than
50 percent of teen marriages end in
divorce. There are many reasons why
teen marriages do not succeed. Teens
need to master the developmental
tasks of adolescence before tackling
the tasks that are appropriate for the
stages of marriage. The following discussion explains why teen marriage
interferes with mastering these tasks
of adolescence and prevents a teen
from reaching the next level of maturity necessary for a successful
marriage.
Task 1: Develop healthful friendships
with members of both sexes. Teen
marriage doesn’t give you time to do
this. During adolescence, you need to
have friendships with boys and girls.
You need to learn how to communicate
and how to develop friendships.
Having friendships with members of
both sexes helps you learn more about
yourself, which is an important aspect
of forming personal identity. Teen
marriage cuts short the time you need
to develop friendships with members
of both sexes.
Task 2: Become comfortable with your
maleness or femaleness. Teen marriage does not give you enough time
to do this. Dating helps you learn to
respond to people of the opposite sex.
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Having the opportunity to date different people is very beneficial. Teens
who marry pass up much of the fun
that their peers have participating in
social activities.
Task 3: Become comfortable with your
body. Teen marriage doesn’t give
you enough time to do this. Your body
is still growing and developing.
Hormonal changes that accompany
puberty cause new feelings as well as
body changes. Puberty is the stage of
growth and development when both
the male and female body become
capable of producing offspring. You
need time to be comfortable with
changes in your body. Teens who
marry may do so only because they
have a strong sexual attraction to
one another. As a result, they may
make mistakes in selecting a marriage partner.
Task 4: Become emotionally independent from adults. Teen marriage does
not allow time for this. You are learning to be an adult and preparing to
run your own life. During your teen
years, you need the safety and security your parents or guardians provide. They help you practice
becoming independent. Teens who
marry are faced with adulthood without the safety and security of being
parented themselves when they
really need it.

Task 5: Learn skills you will need later
for a successful marriage and parenthood. Teen marriage prevents this.
Teens need to develop effective communication skills to help them achieve
intimacy in adulthood. Teens also
need to develop conflict-resolution
skills to learn how to settle disagreements when they are married.

Marrying Later in Life
According to a report released by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), the younger
a woman’s age at the time of marriage, the more likely it is that the
marriage will be disrupted, either by separation or divorce. The graph
below shows the percentage of first marriages disrupted for different
age groups of the woman at the time of marriage. Overall, marriages
that occur when the woman is in her teens have the least likely
chance of lasting. In the study done by the NCHS, during the first
ten years, close to 50 percent of marriages that occurred when
the woman was under the age of 18 had been disrupted. Of the
marriages that occurred when the woman was 25 years or older,
24 percent had been disrupted during the first ten-year period.

Task 6: Prepare for a career. Teen
marriage does not allow for this. Your
education should be a top priority. Your goal is to have the skills
needed to get a job, support yourself,
and become financially independent.
Teens who marry usually have difficulty completing their education and
finding a good job.

Task 8: Understand and achieve
socially responsible behavior.
Teen mariage does not give you
time to do this. During early and
middle adolescence, you may
focus only on your needs. You may
spend much time thinking about
your appearance, your social life,
and your friends. In the next few
years, you will begin to look at the
world around you and identify
ways to be helpful. Teens who
marry do not have the time to
develop these skills. The demands
of marriage, and possibly parenthood, take up all of their time.

Visit healthmh.com/marriage for more
information on the topic of marriage.

Failure Rate of First Marriages by Age of Bride
70

Percent of first marriages
that will have ended in
separation or divorce

Task 7: Have a clear set of values to guide
your behavior. Teen marriage does not
give you time to do this. As an adolescent, you are beginning to achieve emotional independence from your parents
or guardian. You gain confidence when
you move from “these are my parents’
or guardian’s values” to “these are
my values.” Teens who marry may
do so before they are certain of their
own values. This can lead to making decisions you will regret later.

Although the study does not offer any reasons as to why the marriages of younger women may be might unstable, a longer courtship
and more maturity and life experience might allow couples to face the
difficulties and responsibilities of marriage with more success.
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Source: First Marriage, Dissolution, Divorce, and Remarriage: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2001.

Analyzing Graphs
Study the graph above and answer these questions:
1. Which age group (at time of marriage) is most likely to stay
married?
2. Which group is most likely to be divorced or separated 20 years
after marriage?
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o you know a couple that has a long-lasting and satisfying marriage? Why do you

D

think the couple’s marriage has lasted through the years? What factors help to
predict if a marriage will be long-lasting? The following discussion focuses on ten

factors that might be used to predict success in marriage. Why is each factor important?

How to Predict Success in Marriage
Age Couples who marry during their
teen years have a high divorce rate.
Couples who marry when they are in
their twenties or older usually enjoy
more success. Marriage partners who
are similar in age have greater success in marriage because they are at
similar stages of development.
Reasons for marriage Couples who
marry to love and nurture one another
and to share intimacy are more likely
to succeed at marriage than those who
marry to escape a difficult and
unhappy family situation, to hurt
their parents, or to escape loneliness.
Length of the relationship and
engagement Longer relationships
and engagements provide the opportunity for couples to examine their
relationship and to develop intimacy.
Longer relationships usually are
associated with success in marriage.

Mini-Review
1. What percentage
of teen marriages
end in divorce?
2. Why does age
affect the success
of a marriage?

Similar attitudes about children and
child-raising Discussing
attitudes
toward having and raising children
contributes to a successful marriage.
Couples should discuss these issues
before they are married: if and when
they want children, how many children they want, and how they intend
to raise their children. Couples should
work through any disagreement on
these issues before they are married.
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Similar interests Although marriages
can sustain differences in interests,
the old saying “opposites attract” may
not apply when predicting success at
marriage. Differences provide extra
stressors that must be worked out.
Commitment to sexual fidelity
Physical intimacy in marriage provides a closeness and a feeling of
security. Sexual fidelity is important
in establishing trust. Couples who
honor a commitment to sexual
fidelity and who trust each other are
more likely to succeed at marriage.
Good character People who have
good character make responsible
decisions and are aware that their
actions will affect their marriage.
Parents’ success at marriage People
whose parents are divorced are more
likely to get divorced themselves. This
may be because they have not lived in
a family in which parents resolved conflicts and maintained their marriage.
Parental attitudes toward the potential marriage partner A marriage is
more likely to succeed when a person’s parents approve of the future
husband or wife.
Careful selection of marriage partner
A marriage is more likely to succeed
when people are cautious when
selecting a mate.
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Spending time with parents every day is very important
for children’s and teens’ development.
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ost teens look forward to having their driver’s license. To get a driver’s

M

license, you must be a certain age, pass a written test, and pass a test
for driving skills. Your driver’s license indicates that you have the

required knowledge and skills needed to be a responsible driver. If society requires
such strict standards for those who want to drive a car, why are there no
requirements for more important roles, such as supporting and caring for a child?

Before Becoming a Parent
Now, think about becoming a parent.
A parent is someone who guides a
child to responsible adulthood. There
is no license that is required before
becoming a parent. There is no written test and no test of parenting
skills. Yet, being a parent is one of the
most important tasks in society. How
might a person prepare for parenthood? First, it is important to reach a
certain age. You will be more successful as a parent if you wait until you
are an adult. Being a teen parent is
risky. Second, it is important to
consider the three “Rs” before becoming a parent:

• The Reasons you want to have a
child
• The Responsibilities you will have
as a parent
• The Resources you will need to
raise a child
Responsibilities of parenthood When
people become parents, they take
responsibility for raising a child.
Whether the child is adopted or was
conceived by them, there are certain
promises parents should make.
Parents should promise to set aside a
quantity of time as well as quality
time to spend with their children. They
should learn about age-appropriate

Reasons People Want to Become Parents
Many times, the reasons people give for wanting to become parents
center around themselves, not the best interest of a child.
To build up one’s ego
• To have a child who looks like me
• To carry on the family name
• To have a child who will inherit the family
business, money, or property
To compensate for something that is missing
• To improve one’s marriage
• To make up for one’s unhappy childhood
• To feel more secure as a male or female

To conform to what peers are doing or what
others expect
• To please one’s parents or guardian
• To do what one’s peers are doing
• To avoid criticism for being childless
To love and guide someone
• To have the satisfaction of loving a child
• To help a child grow and develop
• To teach a child how to be responsible

Source: Adapted from Peck and Granzig. The Parent Test, 1978.
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development so that they can have
realistic expectations for their children. They should teach their children rules to ensure their health and
safety, and give love and affection
freely. Parents should teach their children with a positive attitude, avoiding harsh criticism. They should
teach their children their own moral
and ethical values. They should teach
self-discipline and self-control with
effective discipline, not child abuse.
Parents should provide economic
security. They should recognize that
their children have rights, and they
should respect those rights. Parents
should raise their children in a stable,
secure family that is free from substance abuse (free from the abuse of
alcohol, marijuana, and other drugs).
Resources needed for parenthood
Suppose a married couple wants to
purchase a car. The cost of the car and
various options for the car would be
considered. If the purchase could not
be financed, the decision to buy the
car might have to be delayed.
Financial resources also must be
evaluated when a couple considers
having a child. For many families,
there is the additional cost of lost
income during the mother’s maternity leave. One of the parents may cut
back to part-time work or stop working altogether after the birth of a
baby. The first year of child rearing is
very expensive. These financial considerations are a must when deciding
if and when to become parents.
Financial costs of having a baby The
financial costs of having a baby are
very high. They include things you
may not think about. People who are
expecting a baby need to consider the

cost of prenatal care for the motherto-be, health and hospitalization
insurance, and maternity clothes.
There will be a cost for the delivery of
the baby and postpartum (after the
birth) care for the mother and baby in
a hospital, birth center, or at home.
There will be a cost for the hospitalization for the baby. Hospital and
delivery fees can reach more than
$10,000. If the parents do not have
insurance to help cover some of this
cost, they will be responsible for that
bill. After the baby and mother come
home from the hospital, there will be
costs for pediatrician visits, well-baby
checkups, required immunizations,
and medications for the baby.
Parents also need to provide a safe
and clean home for the baby. A baby
will need a sturdy crib, bedding,
linens, bathtub, stroller, high chair,
chest, car seat, and toys. Parents
must purchase clothing for the baby,
diapers and/or diaper service, formula, food, and vitamins for the baby.
Other necessary baby supplies that
you might not think about are bottles, swabs, baby wipes, diaper rash
ointment, tissues, powder, baby soap,
and shampoo. Another very high
expense to consider is the possible
need for child care or day care.

Spending time with children
is just as important when
children are young as when
they are teens.
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arenting involves more than having loving feelings

P

for a child. Being a responsible and caring parent
is not an easy task. It involves having parenting

skills. Parenting skills focus on developing intimacy with a child, caring for a child as the child
grows and develops, and helping a child to develop self-discipline and self-control.

What to Know About
Parenting Skills
You are not ready to be a parent right
now, but you can have experiences
with children and practice some parenting skills. Perhaps you have a
younger brother or sister, or you
spend time childsitting. What might
you do to learn about the following
parenting skills?
Develop intimacy with a child. This
lesson has focused on the reasons for
becoming a parent, the resources
needed, and the responsibilities
involved. Developing intimacy with a
child is one of the responsibilities and
joys of parenting. The early lessons
about intimacy that a child learns
from parents influence his or her ability to become intimate with others.
Philosophical intimacy is the sharing of beliefs and values. Responsible
parents teach their children beliefs
and values. They discipline their children when they act in wrong ways,
which helps them know how to behave.
It helps them develop good character.
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Emotional intimacy is the sharing of needs, emotions, weaknesses,
and strengths. Responsible parents
are trustworthy and accepting.
Their children can talk to them
about sensitive topics. Responsible
parents encourage and support their
children when their children have
disappointments.
Creative intimacy is the sharing of
efforts to accomplish tasks and projects. Responsible parents give their
children their first feelings of teamwork. They ask their children to help
with tasks in the home. They share
fun projects.
Physical intimacy is the sharing of
physical affection. Responsible parents express physical affection for
children in appropriate ways. Babies
who receive soft touches, are spoken
to, held, and looked at frequently by
the mother and father in the first few
days of life, cry less and smile and
laugh more than babies who are not
treated in these ways. Children who
healthmh.com/parenting

Teaching a child selfdiscipline and selfcontrol is one of a
parent’s most important responsibilities.

are loved learn to trust and to feel
secure in ways of expressing affection. They are able to receive affection from others.
Care for a child as the child grows and
develops. Responsible parents help
their children develop emotional,
social, verbal, intellectual, and motor
skills by providing appropriate activities to stimulate their children’s
growth. They understand that ageappropriate skills help keep their
children safe from harm.
They understand emotional development and reassure their children if
they are fearful or anxious. They
obtain medical help for their children
when needed.
Help a child develop self-discipline and
self-control. Responsible parents discipline their children. Discipline is
training that develops self-discipline
and self-control. Preventive discipline is training in which a parent
explains correct behavior and the consequences of wrong behavior.
Suppose a child gets a new bicycle
for his or her birthday. The parent
explains his or her expectations. For
example, the parent says he or she
expects the child to put away the bicycle after riding it. The parent further
explains that if the bicycle is not put
away, the child will not be permitted
to ride the bicycle for three days.
Behavior modification is a disciplinary technique in which positive
rewards are used to encourage desirable behavior and negative consequences are used to stop undesirable
behavior. For example, a parent
might praise a child for remembering
to put away his or her bicycle. The
parent might plan a special reward.

On the other hand, the parent wants
to change undesirable behavior. The
child who leaves the bicycle in an
unsafe place may not be permitted to
ride the bicycle for three days.
Logical consequences discipline is a disciplinary technique in
which the child is allowed the opportunity to experience the results of
undesirable behavior so that he or
she will want to change the undesirable behavior.
An example might be a child who
frequently forgets to take his or her
homework project to school on the
day it is due. The child calls the parent and asks the parent to bring the
forgotten homework to school. The
parent disciplines the child by refusing to deliver the homework. The
child experiences the consequences,
losing points for being late with the
project. As a result, the child is not as
forgetful in the future.

Mini-Review
1. Why is the first
year of parenthood
often very
expensive?
2. Name some of the
most important
responsibilities of a
parent.

Teaching Self-Discipline and Self-Control
The parents who are most effective in helping their children learn
self-discipline and self-control are those who:
• set limits for their children,
• are consistent in their
actions,
• are neither too strict nor too
permissive,

• discuss acceptable behavior
with their children,
• listen to their children and
pay attention to their feelings.
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o you usually consider the consequences of your behavior? Do you gather facts before

D

you act? Faulty thinking is a thought process in which a person ignores or denies
factors or believes false information. Faulty thinking is dangerous. It can lead to

actions that cause you and others harm. It is a factor in teen pregnancy and parenthood.

Why Teens Become Pregnant
Make the
Connection
Health Advocate For
more information on
becoming a health
advocate who
encourages teens to
practice abstinence
from sex to avoid teen
pregnancy, see page
65 in Lesson 7.

Abandonment
Pregnancy is a key
factor in terminating
relationships, as more
than 85 percent of all
males who impregnate a teen female
will eventually
abandon her.

Faulty thinking: I can have a baby now.
My mother had a baby when she was a
teen and she managed OK. The cycle
that occurs when a teen whose
mother was a teen parent becomes
pregnant is the generational cycle
of teen pregnancy. This cycle has
heartbreaking consequences.
According to the Alan Guttmacher
Institute, only 70 percent of teen
females who have babies finish high
school. The likelihood that any of
these teen females will get a higher
education is very slim.
As a result, the downward cycle of
low income and poverty begins for a
teen mother and her baby. She is less
likely to marry or stay married to the
baby’s father than is a female who has
her first baby in her twenties. By the
time her baby is five years old, a teen
mother is less likely to own a home or
have savings in the bank than a
female who waits to have a baby.
Now, suppose the teen mother has
a daughter and raises her with limited financial resources, and then the
daughter also becomes pregnant as a
teen. The cycle of low income and
poverty is perpetuated and continues
from one generation to the next.
If you are female, and your mother
was a teen parent, do not repeat this
pattern. Your mother loves you and is
glad she has you. However, if you
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wait until you are older to have a
daughter or son to love, you are more
likely to have the resources you need
to raise your child. Wait to finish
school, get a job, get married, and
then have a baby.
Faulty thinking: I’ll be the center of
attention if I have a baby. Perhaps
you have read about an unmarried
actress who has a baby. Her pregnancy received a lot of publicity. Keep
in mind that she also may have a fulltime nanny, cook, and housekeeper to
care for her needs and the needs of
her baby. She is not frazzled and
struggling to make ends meet. After
all, she is rich and famous, which is a
major reason she is the center of
attention as an unmarried mother.
Perhaps you know a teenager who
has a baby. Maybe everyone makes a
fuss over the baby when the mother is
around. This makes the teen mother
the center of attention, but only for a
brief moment. Consider what a teen
mother’s life is like most of the time.
She must spend her time preparing
formula, changing diapers, and comforting a crying baby who will not
sleep. She has little, if any, social life.
The brief moments of attention
you might receive if you have a baby
right now are just that—brief. After
the novelty wears off, you have a

healthmh.com/teen_pregnancy

baby who is depending upon you to
meet his or her every need. As a
teen, you have many needs of your
own. You have needs to stay in
school, enjoy social activities, and
learn skills for a career. You can’t
meet those needs and also meet the
needs of a baby.
Faulty thinking: I (she) won’t get pregnant if it’s our first time. One out of
ten females becomes pregnant before
the age of 20. How many of these
females planned on getting pregnant? Very, very few. Every day there
are teens who become pregnant who
believed “it won’t happen to me.”
The fact is that a female can
become pregnant the first time she
has sex. She can become pregnant
even if she is being careful. She can
become pregnant even if her partner
says he is being careful.
Any time sperm enter a woman’s
vagina, or are deposited near it, there
is a chance of pregnancy. Don’t be
fooled by faulty thinking about how
pregnancy occurs.
Don’t take chances and do not
allow someone else to persuade you
to take chances. Being careful is not
an option. Practice abstinence. When
you practice abstinence, a female
cannot get pregnant, and a male cannot get a female pregnant.

Drinking alcohol is especially risky
when you choose abstinence and your
partner is trying to pressure you to
be sexually active.
Many teens who are sexually
active were drinking alcohol the
first time they had sex. They didn’t
intend to have sex. Do not drink alcohol or try to get someone to drink
alcohol in order to persuade the person to have sex.
If someone wants you to drink alcohol so that your decision-making ability will be affected, recognize how little
respect that person has for you. A person who does not respect you may try
to use you. A person who respects you
will not pressure you to do anything
that you do not want to do.

Make the
Connection
Pregnancy For more
information on
pregnancy, see page
246 in Lesson 21.

Having a child to care
for can interfere with
your plans for the
future.

Faulty thinking: I can drink alcohol and
still stay in control of my decisions
about sex. Alcohol is a depressant
drug that numbs the part of the brain
that controls reasoning and judgment. The inner voice that says, “I
want to practice abstinence” is dulled
when you drink alcohol.
Drinking alcohol is very risky, and
it is illegal for someone your age.
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Practicing Healthful Behaviors: Egg Baby Exercise

1

Flip a coin
to find
out the sex
of your
baby. Let h
eads be
female, and
tails be ma
le.

3

Be with your baby.
For one week, you
must never leave
your baby unattended. If
you must be away from
your baby, “hire” a sitter.
The sitter may look after
the baby for no more than
three hours at a time.
At the end of the
s
week, meet in group
to discuss what life
t be
with a real baby migh
m
fro
like. Share excerpts
your journal.

5

Being a parent, especially the parent of a new baby, is a big job. Babies require constant care and
attention. In this activity, you will see how much work it is to be the parent of a newborn infant by
looking after an egg baby for one week. If you want to write a health behavior contract for this
activity, follow these steps: 1) Write your name and the date 2) Write the healthful behavior you want
to practice as a health goal 3) Write specific statements that describe how this healthful behavior
reduces health risks 4) Make a specific plan for recording your progress and 5) Complete an
evaluation of how the plan helped you accomplish the health goal.

For your egg baby, use a fresh
egg that has had the insides
blown out of it. Rinse the egg
thoroughly. Add a face and hair to
your baby. Then, create a realistic
carrier for it. Make sure the
carrier is padded so the baby
will be safe.

2

Keep a journal of your
thoughts and feelings as
you look after your egg
baby. Think about questions like
these: What would it be like to feed
and diaper your baby? How would
you feel if your baby cried all night
the night before a test at school?
How much money would you have
to spend on your baby each week?

4

Faulty thinking: It’s up to her to set the
limits; after all, “boys will be boys.”
For conception to occur, a sperm must
fertilize an egg. In other words, it
takes two to have a baby. Although
the female carries the unborn child,
the male also is responsible for the
pregnancy. The male and female are
legally and morally responsible for
the baby when it is born. If you are a
male, think ahead about the need a
baby has for a father. The close bonding of a baby with a father helps the
baby develop self-confidence. In addition to emotional support, a father
helps provide financial support for
his family. Do you really believe that
the female is the only person responsible when pregnancy occurs? Are
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The egg baby exercise helps teens to understand the
responsibility of caring for an infant.

you aware that laws have been
passed that require you to financially
support a baby who is yours, even if
you are still in high school and/or
unemployed?
A teen male should be proud of the
way he lives his life. He must value
respectful relationships, the institution of marriage, and fatherhood. He
must treat every female with respect.
He should not see “how far he can go”
sexually without weighing the risks.
He must take responsibility, set limits, and practice abstinence. A teen
male must recognize the significance
of fatherhood. A teen male is not
ready to provide the emotional and
financial support that a mother and
baby need.
healthmh.com/teen_pregnancy

chance that is not worth taking after the possible outcomes are considered is an

A

unnecessary risk. The possible outcomes of teen pregnancy and parenthood are
included in the discussion that follows. These outcomes are reasons to choose to

practice abstinence from sex to avoid the risks of teen pregnancy and parenthood.

Risks Associated with Being a Baby
Born to Teen Parents
A discussion of teen pregnancy and
parenthood often begins with the
risks to the teen mother and father.
But let’s think about the baby. Teens
are at risk for producing unhealthy
babies. Caring and responsible people consider the effects of their
behavior on others.
Low birth weight A teen female’s body
still is developing and maturing. For
proper growth, her body needs adequate and balanced nutrition. Many
teen females do not have healthful
habits. Since a developing baby relies
on the mother-to-be for its nutrition,
whatever the mother-to-be eats,
smokes, or drinks gets into the baby’s
bloodstream. A baby may be inadequately nourished for six to eight
weeks or more before the mother-to-be
knows she is pregnant. Often, pregnant teens delay getting prenatal care.
Many teens do not receive any prenatal care. As a result, teen mothers are
at risk for having a baby with a low
birth weight. A low birth weight is a
weight at birth that is less than 5.5
pounds. Low-birth-weight babies are

more likely to have physical and mental problems than do babies of normal
birth weights.
Damaged hereditary material The
health habits of a teen father-to-be
also affect a developing baby. The
habits of the father-to-be affect the
quality of the hereditary material
contained in his sperm. Some substances that can damage a male’s
sperm are related to poor lifestyle
choices, such as smoking, drinking
alcohol, and taking other drugs.
Lead, pesticides, benzene, and anesthetic gases also can damage sperm.

Babies’ Health The
incidence of low birth
weight among babies
born to teens is more
than double the rate
for adult mothers. The
death rate (within 28
days of birth) is
almost 50 percent
higher among babies
born to teens.

Inadequate parenting skills Parenting takes knowledge and skill.
Babies born to teen parents are at
risk of having parents with inadequate parenting skills. Teens are not
prepared to be responsible for a child
24 hours a day. They have other
responsibilities that include school,
his or her social development, and
other learning experiences. Having a
baby in addition to those responsibilities can be overwhelming to a teen,
and the baby can suffer as a result.
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PREGNANCY
MYTHS
the FACTS

it her responsibility if
“Isn’t
she gets pregnant?
”

If you father a child, that child is yours to support
until he or she is at least 18, no matter how old you are. Government
agencies help mothers establish the paternity (father’s identity) of their
children. A mother also is required to pay support if the father is raising
the child. Sometimes child support is gathered by deducting it directly
from the parent’s paycheck. So, if she gets pregnant, it’s your
responsibility, too.

the FACTS

Won’t he marry me if I get
pregnant with his child?

“

”

In 2000, more than 33 percent of all births were
to unmarried mothers. When these babies were born, only one-third of the
mothers were living with the baby’s father and no other adult. About 51
percent of these new mothers were not living with the baby’s father at all.
One-third of this group of mothers lived alone with their babies.

the FACTS

can’t get pregnant
“She
if she’s having her
period, right?
”

Any time sperm enter a woman’s vagina, or are
deposited near it, there is a possibility she could become pregnant. This is
because sperm can live inside her body for several days. Since a woman
has no way of knowing exactly when she has ovulated, or will ovulate
again, the possibility of pregnancy exists. The only way to make sure you
won’t get pregnant, or get someone pregnant, is to avoid having sexual
relations.

Risks Associated with
Being Teen Parents

Mini-Review
1. Why is the generational cycle of
teen pregnancy
linked to low
income and
poverty?
2. In what ways is a
male teen responsible for a baby he
helps conceive?

For females Pregnancy places many
demands on a female’s body. The
demands on a female who is a teen
are even greater because her body is
still growing. A pregnant teen is at
risk for developing anemia and toxemia of pregnancy. Anemia is a condition in which the oxygen-carrying
pigment in the blood is below normal.
If the pregnant teen is anemic, the
developing baby will be seriously
affected because the baby depends on
the mother’s blood for oxygen and
nutrients. Toxemia of pregnancy is
a disorder of pregnancy characterized by high blood pressure, tissue
swelling, and protein in the urine. If
severe, toxemia of pregnancy can
progress to seizures and coma.
Pregnant teens and teen mothers
are at risk in other ways. Pregnancy
and parenthood disrupt education
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and career plans. Dating opportunities are limited for a teen raising a
child. She does not have as much
time or money as her peers.
For males Teen fathers have the
responsibility of providing for the
care of their babies. Some states have
passed laws that require teen fathers
to pay child support until their child
is 18. They are less likely to graduate
from high school or college than their
peers who did not become fathers
when they were teens.
Teen fathers usually do not marry
the mother of their children. As a
result, teen fathers often spend little
time with their children. Children do
not thrive as well when there is a
lack of contact with their father.
Fathers also can feel the emptiness of
not being close to their children.

18

DY
U
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S
E
D
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behavior
modification
commitment
developmental
stages of
marriage
developmental task
faulty thinking
generational cycle of
teen pregnancy
intimacy
logical consequences
discipline
low birth weight
parent
preventive discipline
toxemia of
pregnancy

k Key Terms Review
Complete these fill-in-the-blank statements with the lesson Key Terms on the left. Do not write in this book.
1. The _____ are five stages of marriage in
which couples must master certain tasks to
develop and maintain intimacy.

6. _____ is a thought process in which a person ignores or denies factors or believes
false information.

2. _____ is a disciplinary technique in which
negative consequences are used to stop
undesirable behavior.

7. A(n) _____ is an achievement needed to
reach the next level of maturity.

3. _____ is a deep and meaningful kind of
sharing between two people.
4. A(n) _____ is a weight at birth that is less
than 5.5 pounds.
5. _____ is a disciplinary technique in which
the child is allowed to experience the
results of undesirable behavior.

8. _____ is training in which a parent
explains correct behavior and the consequences of wrong behavior.
9. _____ is a disorder of pregnancy characterized by high blood pressure, tissue
swelling, and protein in the urine.
10. The _____ occurs when a teen whose
mother was a teen parent becomes pregnant.

Recalling the Facts
11. What are four kinds of intimacy in marriage?
12. What are ten factors that can be used to
predict success in marriage?
13. What are two ways that marriage partners
can ensure that their marriage will last?
14. What are the three “Rs” to consider before
becoming a parent?

15. What are three skills needed for responsible parenthood?
16. What are five examples of faulty thinking
that can lead to teen pregnancy?
17. What are the risks associated with being
born to teen parents?
18. What are the risks for a teen father?

Critical Thinking
19. Why are wedding vows important to a
married couple?
20. Using the information in this lesson,
distinguish between a dating relationship
and a marriage.

Real-Life Applications
23. How do you think a person would feel if
his or her spouse was not sexually faithful?
24. Does a mother or a father have more
responsibility for their baby? Explain.

21. Analyze how abstinence promotes emotional
health and the prevention of pregnancy.

25. How would your life be different if you
were the parent of a six-month-old baby?

22. How does behavior modification differ
from logical consequences discipline?

26. Name some things you would have to do
without if you were a teen parent.

Activities
Responsible Decision Making
27.

Role-Play Suppose a classmate tells you
she wants to get pregnant and have a baby.
Her boyfriend just told her he wants to date
others, and she thinks getting pregnant will
help her keep him. Role-play the situation
with a classmate. Refer to the Responsible
Decision-Making Model on page 61 for help.

Visit healthmh.com/study_guide for more review questions.

Sharpen Your Life Skills
28.

Access Health Information Laws
have been passed to require fathers to pay
child support for their children who are
under 18 years of age, even if the fathers are
still in high school and/or are unemployed.
Research the child support laws of the community where you live.
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k Key Terms Review
Match the following definitions with the correct lesson Key Terms below. Do not write in this book.
a.
b.
c.
d.

abstinence from sex (p. 166)
dating (p. 160)
enabler (p. 179)
family (p. 135)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

e.
f.
g.
h.

grandparents’ rights (p. 150)
intimacy (p. 187)
legal age of consent (p. 169)
low birth weight (p. 201)

i.
j.
k.
l.

one-sided friendship (p. 164)
people pleaser (p. 179)
reputation (p. 169)
sexual fidelity (p. 169)

the visitation rights with grandchildren that courts have awarded grandparents
a person who supports the harmful behavior of others
the basic unit of society
a deep and meaningful sharing between two people
having social plans with a person in whom you are interested
a weight at birth that is less than 5.5 pounds
a friendship in which one person does most of the giving
a person who constantly seeks the approval of others
a person’s overall character as judged by others
the age when a person is legally able to give permission for sexual contact

Recalling the Facts
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

What are 14 skills children learn and practice in healthful families? (Lesson 13)
What are seven causes of dysfunctional family relationships? (Lesson 13)
How might having a stepfamily affect teens? (Lesson 14)
What are “Conversation Killers” that discourage good conversation? (Lesson 15)
What are six dating guidelines to discuss with your parents or guardian? (Lesson 15)
What are six guidelines to help you set limits for expressing physical affection? (Lesson 16)
What are eight resistance skills to use if you are pressured to be sexually active? (Lesson 16)
What are six steps to take to end or change a harmful relationship? (Lesson 17)
What are ten factors that can be used to predict success in marriage? (Lesson 18)
What are the three “R’s” to consider before becoming a parent? (Lesson 18)

Critical Thinking
21. Why is it important for parents or guardians to teach values to their children? (Lesson 13)
22. What are the benefits of a strong work ethic? (Lesson 13)
23. Why is it important for a teen to seek out a mentor or positive role model if he or she does
not see one of his or her parents very often due to divorce? (Lesson 14)
24. Why is it healthful to talk about the situation if you feel rejected by someone? (Lesson 15)
25. Is a people pleaser likely to have low self-esteem? Why or why not? (Lesson 15)
26. How might having a bad reputation limit a teen’s opportunities? (Lesson 16)
27. How are sexual fidelity and trust linked within a marriage? (Lesson 16)
28. Name the benefits of watching television characters who relate in healthful ways. (Lesson 17)
29. Why is it important for children to learn about emotional intimacy? (Lesson 18)
30. How might a parent or guardian use logical consequences discipline (other than the ways
explained in the text) to get a child to change wrong actions? (Lesson 18)
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Health Literacy Activities
What Do You Know?
Problem Solving Write several factual questions
about teen pregnancy and teen marriage that are
intended to stump the class. Form teams with classmates and
compete by answering the other teams’ questions. Tabulate the
correct answers to determine the winner.

Connection to Language Arts
Self-Directed Learning Select a book on relationship skills (love, friendship, dating, marriage, parenthood, harmful relationships, codependence, or family changes).
Select a book written by a person with professional credentials.
Read the book and write a review of it.

Family Involvement
Critical Thinking Interview a parent, guardian, or
other adult who has a satisfying marriage. Ask this person about the elements of a successful marriage. Compare these
factors with the factors identified in this unit. Write a paper in
which you describe the factors you believe to be most important.

Investigating Health Careers
Responsible Citizenship Research a career of interest to you that has to do with helping families. Then
prepare an index card titled “What’s My Career?” On one side
of the index card, write three facts pertaining to the career you
investigated. On the other side of the card, write the name of
the career. The class will play “What’s My Career?” and try to
guess the career you selected based on the three facts.

Group Project
Effective Communication Form a group with classmates. Design a pamphlet that includes information
on practicing abstinence from sex. Discuss reasons why abstinence is a responsible decision. Identify lines teens might use to
pressure other teens to become sexually active. If possible, use a
computer to design your pamphlet. Create a graphic for the
cover of the pamphlet. Visit healthmh.com/peer_pressure
for more information.

Reading

Standardized Test Practice

&Writing

Read the following selection and answer the questions that follow.

Marriage is an important institution to most
peoples of the world. A common thread is that
marriage is approved by law and by the society,
and involves some kind of ceremony. However,
customs and traditions can vary among different cultures. For example, in some societies
that have little contact with other groups of
people, it is expected that young people marry
someone from his or her own tribe or group.
This practice is called endogamy. The opposite
practice, exogamy, expects people to marry outside the group to avoid the danger of marrying
a close relative. Another difference lies in how
mates are chosen. In some societies, marriages
are arranged by parents or extended family
members. In other societies young people
choose their own marriage partners.
healthmh.com/standardized_test_practice

Multiple Choice
1 What kind of pattern does the writer use to organize the
information in the paragraph?
A main idea and supporting details
B chronological order, from oldest to most recent
C geographical order, from nearest to farthest away
D comparing and contrasting
2 According to this paragraph, which of these statements is true?
A Most societies practice endogamy.
B Americans have very different ideas about marriage.
C Most societies share the idea that marriage is approved
by law and involves a kind of ceremony.
D Exogamy is the more successful marriage model.

Open-Ended
3 The paragraph discusses exogamy and endogamy. Write a
paragraph about the risks and the benefits of marrying
within a small group or outside a small group.
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