
QUESTIO�S FOR GUIDED A�D I�DEPE�DE�T READI�G 

Comprehension 

What do you think will happen next? 

Did you know how the book was going to end? 

What clues did the author give you? 

Tell me the story in your own words. 

 

Opinions / Connections 
Are you enjoying this book? 

Why did you choose this book? 

Would you like to read other books like this? 

Would you recommend this book to others? 

 

Critical Thinking 
What is the author trying to say? 

What is the author’s purpose? 

Which character do you identify with most? 

 

Genre 
What type of book are you reading? 

How do you know? 

Have you read other books by this author? 

How does this book compare? 

 

Fiction 
What kind of fiction are you reading? (historical, 

realistic, science fiction, etc.) 

How do you know what kind of fiction it is? 

Is this a genre you like? 

Have you read other stories like this? 

 

Realistic Fiction 
What is the story about? 

What is the setting? 

What is your favorite part? Why? 

What is the message of the story? How do you 

know? 

Who is the main character? Do you like him? 

Do the characters seem real to you? Why? 

 

Historical Fiction 
What parts of the story are based on real historical 

events, people, or places? 

What makes this story fiction and not a history 

lesson? 

What else do you know about this time period? 

 

Biography 
Why did you choose to read about this person? 

Ask me a question you’d like to ask him/her. 

What is the best thing about being this person? 

How is this person like you? Different? 

What problems did this person have? How did the 

person solve the problem? 

 

�onfiction 
What kind of nonfiction are you reading? 

(informational, biography, etc.) 

How do you know it is nonfiction? 

How does this author keep your attention? 

What is something new that you learned? 

 

Mystery 
What evidence can you find in the story that points to 

the villain? 

Does the setting add to the sense of mystery? 

Describe the main character.  What makes him/her a 

good detective? 

 

Fantasy 
Describe where this story takes place. 

How is this place like our world? How is it different? 

Would you like to live there? What do you like and 

dislike about it? 

How does the author convince you that this story 

takes place in the future? 

 

Folklore 
Summarize the lesson in this story. 

Describe the problem.  Is it like a problem of today? 

Describe the solution. How would you have solved 

the problem? 

 

Picture Books 
What is happening in the picture? 

How does this character feel? How do you know? 

Are the characters real or make-believe? 

What was the problem? How was it resolved? 

 

 

WORD STUDY 

Compound Words – Find two compound words in 

your book and then tell the small words that make 

up each compound word. 

Synonyms – See how many different examples you 

can find in your book of using the word “said.” 

Synonyms and Antonyms – Use three adjectives to 

describe the main character.  Then list an antonym 

for each adjective you gave. 

Context Clues – Identify a word you did not know in 

your book.  Which surrounding words, phrases, or 

images helped you understand the word? 

 

 

 


