2021-2022 Perry High School

Economics Course Syllabus

Mr. Feula
Room: C-215
Phone:  480-224-2886
Email: Feula.john@cusd80.com
Introduction:


Welcome to Economics. We will be covering three aspects of Economics in this class. The Fundamental Concepts that we will be covering are: Scarcity and Choice, Opportunity Costs and Trade-offs, and Economic Institutions and Incentives. We will also be covering Microeconomic Concepts such as: Supply and Demand, Markets and Prices, and Competition and Market Structure. The final topics will include the Macroeconomic Concepts. They are: Gross Domestic Products, Monetary Policy, and Taxes. Economics, to many students is like a foreign language. Acknowledging this upfront is helpful and places the course in familiar context. As your facilitator, I promise to use real world examples to relate to concepts that we will cover in this class. Many of you already have a grasp on some of the concepts. It will be my job to teach you the Economic terminology for the concepts that you already know.  

Rules of the Classroom: 


The number one rule is to be respectful in class!  Respectful of my time and yours.  Come prepared and ready to contribute.  


Electronic Equipment- Do not let electronic equipment become a distraction in the classroom.  Cell phones are a great resource and will be used in class.  However, when we are engaged in class discussion or lessons, they are to be put away.  Please, no earbuds or audible music in class, unless given permission.  I will give a warning in class.  If an issue persists, I will contact parents, and give a referral.

Cheating- There is absolutely no tolerance for any kind of cheating at all.  If a student is found cheating on an assignment they will receive 0 points for the assignment.  There will also be no chance to make up that assignment; the student will receive a zero.  If a student is found cheating on a test they will receive a zero on the test, not be allowed to retake the test, the parent(s) will be notified, as well as the administration.

Homework:


Homework will consist of reading assignments, chapter questions, writing prompts, and projects.  It will be due on specific due dates and will not be accepted late.

Make up work- It is the responsibility of the student to get the notes, homework, or any make up work from the teacher when they are absent.  The student is 100% responsible for their own make up work.  They must get the work from me; they should not wait for me to give it to them. I will always have printed notes for the students to copy, if they are absent from a class period it is their responsibility to make sure they get the notes.  If a student is absent for group work or an in class assignment they will have to receive the make up work from the teacher the next time they are in class.  (Students that are absent on a day where we do group work will be given an alternate assignment.) Students will have as many class periods as they missed to make up the class work.  

(I.E. absent one class period, then the next class period the student is responsible to get their make up work and they will be required to turn it in on the next class period.  If a student is absent two days, they will be required to turn the assignment in two class periods after it is received, etc.)

Test:


Make up test- It is the responsibility of the student to arrange a time for him/her to make up the test.  The student needs to be 100% responsible for arranging a time to make up the test.  Students are to come before school or stay after school to take the test.  They will have until the next test to make up the one they missed.  After the next unit test is given, students will no longer be able to make up the previous unit test.  The grade book for one unit test is closed after the next unit test is given.



(I.E. student was absent for Unit 1 test.  They have until the Unit 2 test is given to make up that test.  Once Unit 1 test is passed out students no longer have a chance to make up Unit 2 test, they will receive a zero.)

Multiple-choice:


The student will be given a question as well as at least four possible answers.  The student will have to circle the correct answer, and only one letter can be circled.

Short answer essay:


The student will be given three essay questions and will be required to choose two of these questions to answer.  Students must answer these questions in complete sentences, using correct grammar, as well as provide a thorough answer to the questions.

Quizzes: 

These are designed to break up a larger chapter to make the learning process easier and to hold the student accountable for reading and note taking.  There will be NO study guide for quizzes and they will consist of roughly ten to fifteen fill in the blank questions.

Final Exam:

This will be given at the end of each semester and will consist of 50 multiple choice questions.  The students will be given a study guide one week prior to the exam.  This will represent twenty percent of their semester grade.

Grading:

This will be done on a point system.  At the end of the grading period I will calculate the total number of points possible and will take the students point total out of that final number.  I do not provide many bonus points because I want the students to earn their grades.  I do not want them to wait for a bonus assignment that allows them to pass the class.


Grading Scale:



90%-100%...........................A



80%-89%.............................B



70%-79%.............................C



60%-69%.............................D



Below 60%..........................F

Occasionally, film/videos are used in the classroom in order to illustrate a particular curriculum-related concept. The following list of films/video series are used in Economics. Some of these films/videos have a PG or PG-13 rating.

Please initial next to any film title you do NOT give your student permission to watch in class. They will have an opportunity to interact with the content in a different way. While this list is up-to-date, it may not include all video/video clips as I try to integrate current economic events, especially in the news. There will not be a separate permission slip for those programs.

____Dave Ramsey Foundations in Personal Finance

____The Profit (CNBC series)

____Shark Tank (ABC series)

____Frontline (various programs ie: Inside the Meltdown, Is Walmart Good For America)

____Tucker the Man and His Dream

____Poverty Incorporated

____News clips from various news stations, TED talks, YouTube videos,etc…
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