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                             “Providing A Choice In Education” 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Homework is an important part of the CTA program and in order to be consistent 
and equitable, we follow the guidelines outlined in the CTA Policies and 
Procedures Handbook on homework to the best of our ability.  As educators who 
care deeply about the success that our students experience, we realize that a 
balanced amount of homework each night enables students to practice the skills 
and concepts that they learn in class.  This practice enhances retention, thereby 
giving students that extra boost they need in mastering the scope and sequence of 
skills at their grade level. 
 
On the survey that parents completed in April of 2009, 42% of the respondents 
strongly agreed and 45% agreed that teachers assign meaningful homework 
that helps students learn while 8% of the respondents were neutral.  No one 
disagreed or strongly disagreed with this item.   
 
On the other hand, there were several comments made by respondents that the 
amount of homework assigned by teachers was too long or excessive.  I have 
included several of the comments with a follow-up response that I hope 
communicates that we hear and understand our parents’ concerns.  We are also 
committed to remaining true to the philosophy upon which our CTA-Liberty 
School was founded.  We feel that following the homework guidelines in our 
Handbook will help us be consistent and reasonable while we are maintaining our 
high standards of excellence in education.  
 

 Homework is necessary, but takes longer than the suggested time.  When the 
students have to sit in star posture and totally focus most of the day, they 
need more time after school that is not devoted to additional schoolwork. 

 I think that homework is a lot for kids their age.  The kids are extremely tired 
after a long day and then to have more than an hour plus homework is a lot 
for a child of five or eight. 

 We love the philosophy, but also feel the homework is a little bit 
exaggerating.  Doing five worksheets and 30 spelling words as well as 30+ 
minutes of reading is a lot for the second grader.  I feel that giving up to 
three worksheets a day is enough to enforce what was reviewed in class.  
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The goal should be to enrich our children and to make them excited about 
learning, but not overwhelm them with worksheets. 

 I do think the homework load is a bit excessive, particularly since there have 
been numerous studies demonstrating no correlation between increased 
workload outside of the classroom and better grades.  I would not say to 
eliminate homework altogether as I do believe it teaches children life lessons 
such as responsibility and hard work.  But, I do think the amount given 
could be scaled back.   

 My only concern is that children and parents spend most of the evening 
working on homework leaving very little time to no time for other activities 
such as sports or family time.   

 Homework—too much for kinders!  Weekly packets would be better than 
nightly assignments – for family members on extra-curriculars.  Less than 
ten minutes per night is more reasonable than current expectation on 
kinders (30-60 minutes each night is outrageous!)   

 
A sentiment that these respondents share is that the amount of time that their 
children are taking to complete their homework assignments is too long and that 
the homework expectations should be scaled back.  Finding that happy medium 
where all parents will be satisfied with the amount of time that students devote to 
homework is a difficult, probably unrealistic, outcome.  Therefore, we try to clarify 
for families when their child(ren) enter this program what the expectations are so 
that they can make an informed choice as to the CTA program being what they 
truly want for their child(ren).  In this way, our parents have a clear vision on what 
CTA entails and why it has been so successful for many children.  This vision 
helps parents stay true to the CTA course of action as they commit to supporting 
their children in all academic and behavioral areas.  (Of course, we can find 
research that is both in support and against homework.  If a parent truly feels that 
homework is a waste of time, then choosing the CTA program is going to cause 
cognitive dissonance for the parent and lack of homework support for the child.)  
For this reason, I would again like to share with our families what the CTA 
expectations are in regard to the time frames for homework at the various grade 
levels.  Please refer to page 13 of the Policy and Procedures Handbook for the 
CTA schools from which the following section is taken:   
 

 The CTA will meet or exceed Chandler Unified School District’s 
homework requirements: 

 
  Kindergarten-2 15-30 minutes per day 
  Grades 3-4  25-40 minutes per day 
  Grades 5-6  40-60 minutes per day 
 



 In addition to a specific homework assignment, students are expected to 
spend 15 to 30 minutes in additional reading related to the Accelerated 
Reader Program as well as other quality literature.  The student may be read 
to, may read silently, or may read to parents or others in the home.  Your 
child may experience difficulties if they have excessive absenteeism, are 
new to the CTA-Liberty Campus, or during new or difficult concepts, 
requiring more time than is stated above.  Please contact your child’s 
classroom teacher with specific concerns. 

 
It is reasonable to expect that children in kindergarten through second grade 
will typically spend at least 30 to 45 minutes (sometimes possibly an hour) on 
homework assignments and AR reading.  When I polled the kindergarten, first, 
and second grade teachers, they agreed that this time allotment was not 
unreasonable and certainly reflected the average time that students took to 
complete homework at these grade levels.   
 
Similarly, it is customary that children in the third and fourth grade children 
will spend at least 60 to 80 minutes on homework assignments and AR 
reading.  When polled, the third grade teachers agreed that an average third 
grader spends 45-60 minutes per night of dedicated work time on the typical 
nightly homework packets.  An additional 20 minutes of reading is expected to be 
completed to meet individual AR quarter goals.  The fourth grade teachers 
specified that math should take 30 minutes, language and reading homework 
should each take ten minutes, and Spalding should take 15 minutes for a total 
average of 65 minutes.  With an additional 30 minutes devoted to AR reading, the 
average time for fourth graders would be around 95 minutes.     
 
Finally, it is not unreasonable to expect that fifth and sixth graders will spend 70 
to 90 minutes on homework assignments and AR reading.  When polled, the 
fifth and sixth grade teachers agreed that homework assignments took an average 
of an hour to complete with an additional 20 to 30 minutes devoted to AR reading.    
 
If you would like to visit with me further on the homework topic, please don’t 
hesitate to call the office.    
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
Beth Bader, Principal 
 
 
 



 


