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Hamilton Dance Syllabus

Instructor:  Danny Milbauer (Mr. D.)
Room: G106 – Dance Studio
Email:  milbauer.daniel@cusd80.com 
Web page: http://www.cusd80.com/Domain/2150
Tutoring Times: Wednesday and Thursday Conference Period, see me for a pass.
Course Description

The following areas will be our focus: technique, choreography, performance, physical conditioning, and history. Class activities include daily participation, written assignments, and performances. Students may repeat this course all four years for credit.
Course Objectives

· To correctly perform dance technique and performance in ballet, hip hop, and jazz styles
· To properly warm up to prevent injuries and understand safety protocols for dance
· To develop concepts of musicality, phrasing and musical interpretation

· To demonstrate creative thinking in improvisation and composition

· To impart the history and progression of dance

· To attend and critique live and pre-recorded dance performances
Course Rules

· Come to class prepared and ready to participate to the best of your ability.

· Work to your potential and dance full out 

· Treat each other respectfully.
Dance Studio Rules
· NO food, NO drinks, NO GUM, EVER! 
· Keep the studio free of debris. 
· Cell phones are to remain in your bag unless permission has been given.
· Use restroom before or after class, permission must be given to go during class.
· When music is off, be silent and wait for further instructions.
· Follow all school rules.

Class Fee

A class fee of $25 per semester for Beginning – Advanced, and a $75 class fee for Company. All students are required to pay their fee within the first two weeks of class. Economic hardship will be given consideration based on parent/guardian-teacher conversation. 
Grading
100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59-0=F
Semester grade for Beginning is 45-45-10 formula
Semester grade for Intermediate – Company is 40-40-20 formula

Participation 50% 
This grade is based on your behavior/attitude, class participation, and attendance. Students choosing not to follow course and dance studio rules, or who are absent or tardy will lose participation points. Unexcused absences, tardiness, gum chewing, and non-dress CANNOT be made up for points. Excused absences can restore points with a make-up assignment.
Performance Assessments 20%

You will be graded based on proper execution, timing, and personal improvement of each assessed element. 
Written Assessment 20%
You will be graded on each unit based on terminology, history, and technical knowledge.
Assignments 10%

This grade is based on written assignments, choreography, and other assignments given throughout the year. 
Make Up and Late Work

If you have an excused absent you can make up your participation points with a written assignment, please see me with specifications or you can find it on Hamilton’s web site: http://www.cusd80.com/Page/14334. It is your responsibility to make-up assignments and to turn them in on time. Late work is accepted with the penalty of the loss of one letter grade for each day it is late, unless prior approval has been made with the instructor.
Absence and Class Participation Policy
· A.R.S. §15-803 (B) states that absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds ten percent of the number of required attendance days prescribed in A.R.S. §15-802. Ten percent equates to nine (9) days of absences per semester regardless of whether they are excused or unexcused.  Students with excessive excused absences will be required to provide medical documentation to remain in class and excuse any further absences. If additional absences occur, and medical documentation is not provided, the student will be referred to administration.
· Participation Point Deductions

	Absence – Excused or Unexcused
	· 10

	Tardy 
	· 2

	Tardy longer than 30 min. 
	· 10

	Not dressed out properly
	· 5

	Non participation
	· 10

	Chewing Gum in Dance Studio
	· 5

	Behavior/Attitude
	· 1-8


Medical or Long Term Illness

Students injured or unable to participate must have a doctors, parent, trainer, or nurses note to be excused. Any excuse longer than 3 consecutive days must have a doctor’s note and must also provide a release to participate upon clearance. Students unable to participate will loose points for each day they are unable to dance. Students must do the make-up assignment listed online in order to receive credit for their non-participation. Any injury that would require students to be out for a protracted amount of the semester should consider taking another course. 
Tactile Teaching

Dance teachers give hands-on instruction for demonstration and correction purposes to insure proper technique.  If you are uncomfortable with this, please let me know and we will make other accommodations.

Dress Code

Modest dress is required of everyone; if I ask you not to wear something do not wear it!  

· Attire: Fitted t-shirt, leggings, or shorts. If you choose to wear shorts you must wear biker shorts underneath. No tank tops allowed.
· Clothing Colors: maroon, black, white, gray.

· Dance shoes are recommended and must be appropriate for style of dance to be learned. Tennis shoe’s are allowed only for hip-hop.

· Small earrings are acceptable but all other jewelry is not allowed. Hair must be neat and out of your face at all times. Abdomen and chest must be covered at all times.
· Intermediate and Advanced are allowed to wear colors outside of school colors on Block Days only.

· Hamilton Dance Company is allowed to wear any color throughout the week.

· Spirit Week: Dancers are allowed to wear their spirit outfit to dance as long as it is safe and appropriate.
Discipline
· I will give you one verbal comment about dress code and gum chewing, and mark your grade down thereafter without comment. 
· On your third non-dress/non-participation your parent will be emailed.
· Students who fail to adhere to dressing code for class will be subject to discipline up to possible removal from the class.
Hygiene

Students should be aware that they will be perspiring during class and should take the appropriate measures to ensure everyone’s comfort.

Personal Property
Please do not leave your belongings unattended, the dance room does not have lockers and although you will be dressing out in the girls/boys locker room we do not have assigned lockers for your use. During concert week please do not bring anything of value with you as CUSD, Hamilton High School, and Mr. D are not liable for things that may have been stolen.
Off Limit Areas

· Students are not allowed to use the stereo equipment without the express permission of the instructor.

· Students are not allowed in the dance office unless the instructor is present or permission has been given.

· The school phone is not for student use; do not ask to use the phone.
Diversity

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry. As members of the Hamilton High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.
Technology Use For Class

Students will be asked to upload video of themselves performing class projects to their Google Classroom for assessment. The video that students upload can only be viewed by myself and the student. Once a grade has been entered into Google Classroom for the assignment, the video can be deleted by the student or parent.  
Technology Statement

The Governing Board intends that technological resources provided by the District be used in a safe responsible and proper manner in support of the instructional program and for the advancement of student learning. It is the policy of the Chandler Unified School District to maintain an environment that promotes ethical and responsible conduct in all electronic resource activities by staff and students. The District reserves the right to monitor use of the District’s systems for improper use without warning or prior consent. Students shall be informed that computer files and electronic communications, including email, are not private and may be accessed by the District at any time. Inappropriate use may result in disciplinary action and/or legal action in accordance with the law and Board policy. Please visit the student handbook at https://www.cusd80.com/handbooks for further details about appropriate use of technology use.
Please review the syllabus with your parent/guardian in Google Classroom. Once you have done so please check off on the online form for your 25 points. This is required for all students.
In Google Classroom
I have read and accept the policies and expectation within the dance syllabus found at https://www.cusd80.com/Page/58968, and Google Classroom. 
