
 
U.S. Government  Name __________________________________________  
Unit 1 Lesson 9:  What Basic Ideas about Government Did the State Constitutions 
Include?  How Did the New States Protect Rights? 

 
Why were the colonies 
returned to a “state of 

nature”?   
 
 

What 6 basic ideas did 
the state constitutions 

include?   
 
 
 

How was the 
Massachusetts 

constitution different? 
 

What were the state 
declarations of rights? 

 
 

What important ideas 
are in the Virginia 

Declaration of Rights? 
 
 
 
 

What rights were 
protected by the other 

states? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In what ways were the 
state declarations 

different from the U.S. 
Bill of Rights? 

 
 

(Lecture/Reading Notes) 
 
In theory, yes,,,never before had so many new governments been 
created using the basic ideas of ____________ ________ philosophy, 
______________ism, and __________________ government. 
 

1) Higher ______ & _____________ rights    
2) ______________ contract                       
3) Popular ________________                  
4) Representation & right to _________   
5) _____________ supremacy 
6)  Checks & _____________ 

 
Written by _______ Adams the Mass. State constitution provided not 
only the separation of ____________ but ALSO a system of 
__________ & balances to further prevent the misuse of __________. 
 
Colonial Americans believed in __________ guarantees of rights and 
only after listing certain _______________ rights were they willing to 
then create a _________________. 
 
June 12, 1776 __________________ became the 1st state to adopt a 
declaration of rights…written by George _________ (he later opposed 
the U.S. Constitution because it had no ______ of __________).  All 
power is derived from and kept by the ___________!  The people are 
_______________!!  Thomas _________________ borrows from the 
VA. Dec. of Rights when drafting the Dec. of ___________ July 1776 
 
 
Right to ________, free & frequent ____________, freedom of speech 
& _________, right to _________, no ________________ without 
representation and PROCEDURAL GUARANTEES OF _______ 
__________:  right to ________, trial by ________, protection from 
illegal search & _____________, protectin from _____-incrimination, 
excessive _________ & fines, protection from _________ & unusual 
punishment. 
Feared standing _______ during peacetime & quartering ______…all 
supported the right to keep & bear _________! 
 
State declaration of rights __________ the creation of the government 
itself and define the ____________ of the government. 
The U.S. Bill of Rights is a list of ________________ to the newly 
formed government following the ____________ of the U.S. 
Constitution and protects specific rights (i.e. religion, speech, 
petition).  It promotes & protects ______________ rights & equality. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

What principles are 
illustrated by these 

photos?? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On a separate sheet 

of paper: 
Complete Reviewing 
& Using the Lesson 
Ques. 1-4 page 52. 

 
 

    
 
    ______________                   ____________________ 
 

 
 
 

Write a brief reflection stating what you think most interesting 
from Lesson 9: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


