Economics
Tracy Gibson  
Email: gibson.tracy@cusd80.com
Introduction: Welcome! Economics is a one semester course required by the State of Arizona for high school graduation, normally taken during a student’s senior year. This subject contains topics critical to future success as students prepare to make educational, financial, political, career, and consumer decisions. While the curriculum is based on economic theories, concepts, and strategies, the goal of this class is to connect the curriculum to real world applications of knowledge. 
By their nature, economic concepts frequently involve topics that can be very political and controversial. The class will be taught from an unbiased, impersonal, social science perspective where multiple viewpoints will be presented. However, students will be regularly encouraged to express their opinions and debate these topics in classroom discussions. At all times, students are required to behave in a courteous and respectful manner toward the teacher and their fellow students while expressing their opinions. In this spirit of mutual tolerance and acceptance, students can observe and participate in an environment that promotes diversity and open-minded learning.
Content: The course will be broken down into five units, concurrent with state standards; Foundations of Economics, Micro-economics, Macro-economics, Global Economics, and Personal Finance. A full list of performance objectives can be seen on the Chandler district website at http://www.mychandlerschools.org/1993101718550180/lib/1993101718550180/normal_access/12th_Grade_Economics_Social_Studies_Blueprints.pdf
Materials: 


Textbook – Prentice Hall Economics, A. O’Sullivan, S.M. Sheffrin, G. Wiggins

Pearson Education, Inc. 2010. ISBN-13: 978-0-13-368018-8 or                  ISBN-10: 0-13-368018-5

1” three-ring binder 


1 Red, 1 Blue, 1 Black Pen. 1 Highlighter. pencils

Ample supply of college rule and blank paper (i.e. copy paper)


Supplemental readings, notes, and copies of assignments available on the website

Website: The class website can be accessed by going to the Chandler Unified School District website and choosing Perry High School from the drop down menu at the top of the home page. Then click on Staff where you can access the class website by clicking on Tracy Gibson. 
A calendar schedule of all assignments and their due dates can be found by clicking “Due Dates”. All assignments can be downloaded by clicking on the assignment in the calendar. This class will use the website heavily so please let me know if you do not have convenient, regular internet access.

Website Link: Mrs. Gibson's Economics Website
Classroom Rules: 
· Respect: Respect your teacher, respect each other, and respect property.

· Cell Phones, IPods, MP3s, and other electronic devices: Chandler Unified School District has changed its policies regarding electronics. Students are able to use electronic devices such as ipods, cell phones, laptops, and tablets at the teacher’s discretion for academic purposes only. My class activities will frequently make use of these technologies. However, if at any time I feel these devices are being misused, I will remove that privilege for either the individual or the group as a whole. 
· Cheating / Plagiarism: Personal integrity is essential for future success. With the exception of group projects, all work is to be completed individually. Anyone (all parties involved) caught cheating on an assignment, in any way, will receive a zero for the assignment. Plagiarism is considered cheating and will be handled in the same manner. The most common form of plagiarism in the digital age is copying and pasting of information from internet sources. All work, including papers, projects, presentations, etc… should be the student’s original work. If students use words or pictures from outside sources, they must quote accurately and cite properly. To see a description of what is considered plagiarism and tips to avoid it, visit http://www.plagiarism.org/. 

·  Restroom Privileges: A designated class restroom pass will be located near the door. A student must have this pass in order to use the restroom. Students will be given guidance on when appropriate times are to use the pass, but will have access, in general, as needed.  However, using the restroom, like anything is not free (see Gibson Bucks). The teacher reserves the right to revoke restroom privileges for any student who, according to teacher opinion, abuses it. Using the restroom pass to make a cell phone call will automatically result in revoked restroom privileges. If a student has an illness or specific reasons for frequent restroom use, please notify the teacher in person or by email.
Grading Policy: Students will be graded on a combination of exams and individual assignments, . The final grade will be determined as follows: 40% performance during the first half of the semester, 40% performance during the second half of the semester, 20% performance on a comprehensive final exam.
A standard grade structure will be utilized.



90 – 100%          A



80 – 90%            B



70 – 80%            C



60 – 70%            D



59% and below   F 

Late/Missed Assignments: All assignments must be turned in on the given due date in order to receive full credit. Full credit will be given on an assignment on the original due date only. Any assignment turned in after the due date will receive 50% credit up until the date of the unit exam. After the unit exam has been given, late work that falls within the unit will no longer be accepted for credit. If absent  on the due date of an assignment, students will get one additional day for every day missed to turn the assignment in. As stated previously, assignments given in class can be found on the teacher website.
Missed Exams / Quizzes: If a student is absent on the day of an exam, the student will make arrangements to take a makeup exam on the first day back from the absence. Again, students are 100% responsible for scheduling their makeup exam. All makeup exams must be taken either before or after school. 
Internet Access: It is important that students have internet access either at home or an alternative location that is convenient. A class calendar, PowerPoint notes, announcements, worksheets, project instructions, etc… will be posted on the class website. If you do not have a consistent means of internet access outside of school hours, please check the corresponding box on the attached contract, and alternative arrangements can be discussed.
Gibson Bucks: Our classroom currency is called Gibson Bucks. This is a money system used throughout the semester to enforce learning of multiple concepts ranging from budgeting to taxation to investment. Income is earned through attendance, early work turned in, productive participation, and eventually, return on investment. Everything in this class has a cost…”There is no such thing as a free lunch” Milton Friedman.  Rents, fees and fines will be posted in the classroom.
Parent Communication and grade monitoring: Assignments and grades will be posted regularly on Infinite Campus. However, a more proactive way to monitor class progression is through my website. My preferred means of communication is email. Please contact me at gibson.tracy@cusd80.com. However, if you are more comfortable speaking directly with me, I can be reached at 480-224-2893. While all phone calls will go directly to voicemail, they will be returned promptly as I have breaks within the day.
Personal Note:  While the syllabus can appear strict and intimidating, please know that I am committed to giving my graduating seniors real-world and useful knowledge, and developing skills and habits that will help them succeed in whatever chosen paths lie ahead. Frequent communication is the key to avoiding misunderstandings and staying connected. I encourage all students and parents to regularly monitor progress in this class and others. While Infinite Campus, official progress reports, and possible calls / emails to parents are helpful, consistent monitoring of student assignment schedules in the Due Dates calendar on the class website will better ensure student success
Economics Classroom Contract

Due Date – Friday, July 26, 2019
Points Possible - 20

Student
I, _________________________, acknowledge that I have read the rules and guidelines listed in the syllabus and agree to abide by all, including any official school policies not specifically listed, as well as additional instructions given in class throughout the semester. 

Student Name (print) ___________________________    

Student Signature      ___________________________         Date __________________

Parent / Guardian

I, _________________________, acknowledge that I have read the rules and guidelines listed in the syllabus and agree to accept all, including any official school policies not specifically listed, as well as additional instructions given in class throughout the semester. Additionally, I agree the phone number and email address I provide below can be used for classroom communication by the teacher.

(Please check one)

⁯    Student has consistent internet access available at home or a convenient alternative location.

⁯    Student does not have consistent internet access available at home or a convenient location and will need alternative arrangements.

Video Consent: 

Occasionally, film/videos are used in the classroom in order to illustrate a particular curriculum-related concept. The following list of films/video series are used in On-level and/or AP Economics. Some of these films/videos have a PG or PG-13 rating.

Please initial next to any film title you do NOT give your student permission to watch in class. They will have an opportunity to interact with the content in a different way. While this list is up-to-date, it may not include all video/video clips as I try to integrate current economic events, especially in the news. There will not be a separate permission slip for those programs.

____Dave Ramsey Foundations in Personal Finance

____The Profit (CNBC series)

____Shark Tank (ABC series)

____Frontline (various programs ie: Inside the Meltdown, Is Walmart Good For America)

____Tucker the Man and His Dream

____Fun with Dick and Jane

____Pursuit of Happiness

____The Corporation

____Poverty Incorporated

____News clips from various news stations, TED talks, YouTube videos,etc…

Parent / Guardian Name (printed) ___________________________________

Relationship to Student                 ___________________________________

Parent preferred email address ___________________________________

Preferred phone number               ____________________________________

Parent / Guardian Signature          _________​​​​_____________________ Date _________

