Homesteaders and
Populism

1865-1896
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Dawes Severalty Act

1887 law passed to reform
the US government Indian
Policy

Redistributed Indian lands
to individual families

Provided for:
Citizenship (eventually)
Education

Designed to “Kill the Indian |
and save the man.” ‘



Homestead Act (1862)
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Political party developed by -
Populism

unhappy farmers (Grangers)

Goals:
Nationalizing railroads, telephone,
and telegraph system

Graduated Income Tax
“Free silver”

People’s Party

¥OTE UNDER THE LIDERTY DELL

FOR PRESIDENT

Thomas E. Watso
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. ELECTORAL VOTE
G0 MiNoR 25 TOTAL: 444

286,297

POPULAR VOTE
TOTAL: 12,059,351

Democratic (Cleveland) -
Republican (B. Harrison) -

- Territories Populist (Weaver) -




La bor Protests

Populists hoped to combine
their base (Western Farmers)
with disenfranchised laborers in
the urban centers in the East

Coxey’s Army:
Army of unemployed
laborers marched on DC
demanding government
work programs

Pullman Strike:

Eugene Debs organized a
strike that crippled railway
transportation

Put down by Federal troops




Primary Issue:

Monetary policy (Gold or
Sllver")

Mckmley (R) Supported
’ by Big Business

ryan (D) Democrats
‘voted to drop incumbent

““Cleveland in favor of

i —young Populist orator

fused



Election of 1896
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Candidate (Party) Electoral Vote Popular Vote
|:| M ckinley {Republican) A G 1t FA02.246 ) I T |: Taritenas, Indian
e 5 e P R recematicns, unsettled, et
I:I Gryan (emocrat) 17 250 6492559 4770

Republican Party maintains hold on White House for
next 16 years




