
Salvador Dali

(1904 – 1989)



Dalí was very unique in his 
appearance, always wearing a long 
cape, carrying a walking stick, and 
having a huge, waxed mustache. When 
he signed autographs, he always kept 
peoples pens. 



Lobster Telephone (1936)

(yes, it worked)

Aside from painting, Dalí 
created sculptures and 
other objects, dabbled in 
theater, fashion and 
photography. He was hired 
by a wealthy art patron to 
create these two works of 
art for his mansion:

Mae West Lips Sofa (1936)

(Mae West was a famous 
actress whose lips Dalí 

found interesting)



The Dali Atomicus, photo by Philippe Halsman 
(1948)

After World War II 
ended, he returned 
to Spain. He had 
become interested in 
optical illusions as 
a way of creating 
false reality. If you 
look closely at this 
photo, you can see 
the wires holding up 
the objects 
(something we can 
do now with 
computers!) Dalí 
himself is the man in 
mid air in the center 
of the photo.



Sleep (1937)



Swans reflecting elephants (1937)



Three Sphinxes of Bikini (1947)

Bikini Atoll 
was a string of 
islands where 
nuclear testing 
was done in the 
1940s. This 
painting is said 
to depict the 
three “heads” 
of humanity 
(the human 
head), Nature 
(the trees) and 
destruction 
(the mushroom 
cloud in the 
distance).



The Persistence of Memory (1931)�
�


