
CASTEEL HIGH SCHOOL 2016-17 

Mrs. Martyn  
9th Grade English Syllabus 2016-17 

Instructor: Bethany Martyn 
Email: martyn.bethany@cusd80.com 
Website: http://www.cusd80.com/Domain/4481 
Room: A-50 
 

Course Description 
In this standards-based course, students will be exposed to a variety of literary and informational texts. These texts will 
act as a catalyst for developing critical thinking skills, a deeper understanding of literary conventions, and a refined 
sense of rhetoric. Students can expect a heavy emphasis on analysis and composition. The ultimate objective of each 
reading and writing assignment will be to develop students who are able to think deeply and communicate effectively.  
 

Casteel High School is dedicated to incorporating the AZCCRS into the curriculum and increasing the rigor of our instruction.  You 
may visit the Arizona Department of Education website at http://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/ to view the standards. 
 

Supply List 
 

Pencils (and lead, if using mechanical) 
All written assignments will be completed in pencil for this class Two-pocket folder (recommend plastic; something sturdy) 

4 Highlighters [1 pink | 1 blue | 1 yellow | 1 green] Small Post-It Notes (1.5x2 in.) or Flags for novel studies 

A blue and/or red pen for corrections and reflections Personal reading book [to be brought each day to class] 
(not required until library orientation) 

College-ruled, loose leaf notebook paper Chandler Public Library Card (need within first 6 weeks) 

College-ruled composition notebook 
Individual copies of class literature [NOT required, but highly 
recommended.  See my website for Amazon.com links to appropriate 
version of text] 

all students who attended Casteel last year should have a Google Drive account for saving and printing 
assignments.  Students are required to have an email address.  
 

Class Literature [subject to change] 
Quarter 1: Night by Elie Wiesel 
Quarter 2: 1984 by George Orwell 
Quarter 3: To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee  
Quarter 4: Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare & The Odyssey (excerpts) by Homer 
 
Homework 

 Many assignments will be typed.  Many assignments will be submitted to turnitin.com AND printed for in-class 
discussions/evaluation (you may print in the Media Center, please plan ahead) 

 Students can expect, at minimum, nightly reading when a novel study is underway (usually one chapter) 
 Students will be assessed on nightly reading assignments 

 Students are expected to read at least one novel, appropriate for their grade-level and reading ability, each 
quarter.  They will be composing a literary criticism and potentially presenting their analysis to the class. 

 Students should prepare for tests by studying the material independently (the time this takes will vary by 
student) 

 In order to receive a 70% or higher on a critical thinking assignment, students are expected to meet the following 
criteria: 

 Questions are answered in complete sentences and with the appropriate use of conventions 
 Direct quotes from the text and parenthetical citations have been integrated into the response as evidence 
 It is apparent that critical thinking and close analysis has occurred and this has been clearly articulated in the 

response 
 All parts of the question have been answered 
 Close attention has been paid to spelling, grammar, and sentence structure 

 
Grading Scale 
The English Department grades on a 40-40-20 scale each semester.  
For example: Quarter 1’s average will contribute to 40% of the grade, Quarter 2’s average will contribute to 40%, and 
the final exam will contribute to 20%. 
*10% of the Quarter grade will reflect the student’s executive function  
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Executive Function Grade and Late Work 
Executive Functions are highlighted school wide in Academic Lab for all students.  The focus is on student achievement 
through various organizational skills that they will use throughout their school career and in the real world.  Student 
will receive a separate grade for this category based on turning-in assignments in a timely manner, and having the 
materials/supplies needed for each class. These points will be approximately 10% of each quarter’s grade.  Penalties for 
late work will appear in the “Executive Function” category.   
 
 

Website and Absent Work 
An overview of each day’s lesson, with PDF attachments of any hand-outs, will be posted by 3:30pm each day.  If you 
were absent and/or misplaced a hand-out, it is your responsibility to go online and print out a copy.  Please come to 
class, following an absence, with all handouts printed.  Please use Infinite Campus to identify missing work and print 
out copies from the website.  
 
Cheating and Plagiarism 
 Students who have copied the work of another student will receive a zero on that assignment, and receive an 

administrative referral.  The student from whom the work was copied will receive equal consequences. 
 Plagiarism is defined in the student handbook as “copying the work of another person and submitting it as your 

own, obtaining unauthorized or undocumented material from the Internet or other sources, or securing teacher 
materials or work in a dishonest way are all considered cheating”.  This will be taken very seriously; please refer to 
the handbook for specific consequences. 

 

Attendance and Tardy Policy 
 

 Attendance is an integral part of being successful in this class.  Be aware that students may be dropped from 
the class after ten absences following an administrative review. Please review the make-up work policy 
above.  

 Please refer to the student handbook regarding tardies.   
 

Food & Drink Policy 
 Gum is not allowed on campus  
 Food is not allowed in my classroom 
 Water is the only drink allowed in my classroom (coffee, soda, Gatorade, etc. are not allowed) 

 
Library Cards 
All English classes will, at some point in the year, be doing research and using the library. We would like to focus on 
safe, scholarly research practices and will be using public research databases to do so. In order to access this resource, all 
students will need to be public library members. All students will need to have a Maricopa County Public Library card 
and PIN number within the first 6 weeks of school. (There is no charge for library cards for Maricopa County 
residents.) You may go to the public library link. http://www.azlibrary.gov  
 
Classroom Rules and Expectations 
 

Student is in their seat, quiet and prepared to learn 
when the bell rings 

Student is respectful to the teacher and classmates (verbal 
warning, lunch detention, parent contact) 

Student has all of the necessary and required supplies Student is expected to check the website for late/absent 
work and initiate communication with the teacher.  

Electronic devices are off or on silent, unless permitted for 
educational use. If a student is using technology 
inappropriately, they will receive consequences appropriate to 
the offense. 

Personal reading book must be brought to class each 
day.  

 
**This syllabus is subject to change to meet the needs of this particular group** 
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