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Figurative Language & Poetic Devices 
 

 Term        Example   

Metaphor 
 

Comparing two unlike things, where one is 
without using “like”, “as”, or “than”. 

Her mind is a sponge, soaking up every bit of 
information it comes into contact with. 

Simile 
 

Comparing two unlike things using the words 
“like”, “as”, or “than”. 

She was like a ray of sunshine. 
He was as angry as a hurricane. 

Analogy 
 

Comparing two things that are alike, in order 
to increase the reader’s understanding 

She danced across the stage like a ballerina. 
The clouds looked like cotton candy, bleached by 
the sun. 

Personification 

When the author gives an animal, an object, 
or an idea, human qualities.  

The cake was calling out to me from the kitchen. 

Hyperbole 
 

An intentional or deliberate exaggeration. 
 
It is usually meant to spark an emotional 
response in the reader. 

Her heart was so full of sadness, it was about to 
burst. 

Imagery 
 

Words and phrases that appeal to the 
reader’s 5 senses (you can SEE, HEAR, FEEL, 
TASTE, SMELL it) 

 

The wind softly brushed across my skin and 
hummed in my ear. 

Alliteration 
 
The repetition of sounds at the beginning of 
words. 

The river rushed in gentle, little ripples over the 
land. 

Onomatopoeia 
 
The use of words whose sounds echo their 
meanings 
It helps give life to the writing 

The bee buzzed through the afternoon heat. 

Syntax 
 

Sentence structure: how words are grouped. 
Simple & short?  Long and complex? Fancy or 
unique ordering? Parallel structure? 

#1 I need to rest before going to the movies. 
#2 Before going to the movie, I need to take a 
rest. 

Diction 
 

The author’s word choice and how it affects 
the way they intend to be perceived  

Formal/informal, ornate/plain, fancy/simple? 
Figurative or literal? Metaphors, similes, 
analogies? Complex or easy? 

Tone 
 
The author’s attitude toward the material or 
audience 

Happy, sad, depressing, inspiring, dynamic, 
anxious, cold, warm, bitter, critical, peaceful, 
tranquil, angry, sympathetic  

[must be an emotion word] 
 


