Division of Developmental Disabilities –DDD

Serving the needs of qualifying persons from infancy through end of life

The developmental disabilities recognized by Arizona’s Division of Developmental Disabilities include:

· Cognitive disability

1. Cognitive disabilities have to do with the way a person acquires and processes information and impacts their ability to learn.

2. A Cognitive Disability must be present from childhood (before the age of 18)

3. IQ (intelligence Quotient) is below 70

4. Limitations in Adaptive Behaviors

· Cerebral Palsy

Cerebral Palsy is characterized by an inability to fully control motor function, particularly muscle control and coordination
· Epilepsy

Epilepsy is a neurological condition that results in seizures.

· Autism

Autism is a brain disorder that begins in early childhood and persists throughout adulthood.  It affects communication, social interaction and creative or imaginative play.

Eligibility

· A person must apply voluntarily

· Be a resident of Arizona (proof must be provided- birth certificate, hospital records, passport…)

· Must have a documented developmental disability ( medical records must be provided)

· The disability must have manifested prior to age 18 and will likely continue indefinitely

· A person must have substantial functional limitations in 3 of 7 life domains:

1. Self-Care (bathing, eating, hygiene…)                 5.  Self-Direction (making independent decisions)

2. Receptive and or expressive language                  6.  Capacity for Independent Living

3. Learning (acquiring & processing information)   7.  Economic Self-Sufficiency

4. Mobility

· A person must agree to cooperate with the Arizona Long Term Care (ALTC)

· To find out if your child is eligible, you need to schedule a meeting with an intake specialist.  You can visit their website at www.azdes.gov/ddd or call 602-542-0419

Types of Eligibility

· Division Eligible only (DD only)

Eligible for Support Coordination and community referrals

· Targeted Support Coordination

All of the above AND eligible for a health plan through AHCCCS and choice in frequency/type of contact.

· Arizona Long Term Care Division Eligible (ALTCS)

All of the above AND ALTCS-funded services may be available. Note- type of frequency of contact are determined based on need and ALTCS guidelines.

Home and Community-Based Services

· Respite: This service provides a certified and trained person to supervise and care for a person to give the caregivers/parents a break.  
· Habilitation: This service is designed to teach a person new life skills to become more independent in certain areas.  Services can be provided in the person’s home or in the community.
· Attendant Care: This service provides a certified and trained attendant to assist a person to attain or maintain a safe and sanitary living condition and/or maintain personal cleanliness and activities for daily living.
Note: Once your child has been accepted by DDD for services, It is up to YOU to find an agency that you wish to provide the above services for your child.  Please see the provided list of agencies for their contact information and to schedule a tour. 
