
The Most Frequently Asked Questions from Students 

 

1.  When do I have to be at school?  School at Carlson starts at 8:30am so at 8:25am the first bell will ring 

indicating that it is time for you to line up to be escorted into the school.  Your teachers will meet you at the 

designated spot and escort you to your classroom. 

2. How will I know where to line up?  There will be line indicators (cones and signs) on both the Kindergarten and 

grades 1-6 playground.  These signs will have your grade and teacher’s name so you’ll know exactly where to 

stand to wait for your teacher.  Remember that if you have any questions, look for the adults in the orange vests 

and they can help you find the spot you need to stand in 

3. Can I come to school early?  School starts at 8:30am but we’d like you to have a little time to play before school 

starts.  So, students can come on campus anytime after 8:05am and report to the playground for recreation 

time.  Duty teachers will be on campus at 8:05am to supervise you.   

4. What happens if I ride the bus?  Once you pick up the bus at your designated bus stop, it will drop you off at 

Carlson Elementary where duty teachers will greet you and direct you to the playground.  Kindergarten students 

will be escorted to the kindergarten playground by a duty teacher once all kinder students arrive safely from the 

bus. 

5. How will I know which bus to get on and off of?  Teachers and duty staff will help you before and after school 

to make sure you know which bus you need to get on and off of each day.  It will take a few days, but soon you’ll 

be a pro at riding the bus and knowing where to go.  Don’t worry – we’ll help you every step of the way! 

6. How long do I have to be at school?  School ends at 3:00pm so all students in grades Kindergarten through sixth 

grade will be dismissed at 3:00pm.  Don’t worry – there will be a bell that indicates when the dismissal time is. 

7. Can I stay at school longer?  If you are participating in after school clubs or attending Kids Express after school 

care, then yes you will stay on campus after school dismisses.  Moms and dads will come pick you up after the 

clubs/activities end. 

8. Will there be playground equipment to use?  Absolutely there will.  We will have playground equipment 

available for students to use on the fields, basketball courts, etc.  Playground equipment will be kept in one 

location outside for all grades to make use of.  Please remember to return the balls and jump ropes to the 

proper bins so other students can use them when they come out to play. 

9. Will there be tetherball and basketball?  Carlson Elementary should have 4 tetherball poles ready for you to use 

once school starts.  As well, we will have 3 full-size basketball courts too for students to play on.  We will also 

have two soccer goals on the field to use as half fields for kids to play soccer on.  There will be nets on the soccer 

goals for all you soccer fans out there. 

10. Will we have swings and play structures?  You bet!  Each playground has swings and a large play structure that 

is covered by a shade to keep it from getting to hot.  Only students in grade K-3 are allowed on the play 

structure in the early morning (before school recess). 

11. Can I play baseball at Carlson?  Baseballs and bats are not allowed at Chandler elementary schools unless used 

in the PE program.  Because they are hard and can hurt someone if not used appropriately, hardballs and bats 

are not to be used on the recess fields. 

12. Can we play volleyball?  While we don’t have an official volleyball net on the field, you will learn how to play 

volleyball and enjoy opportunities to play during PE.  Perhaps we can even arrange for 6
th

 graders vs. Carlson 

staff volleyball match!!! 

13. What if we want to play football?  Football too will be taught in PE class, but you can also play football with 

your friends on the playground field.  REMEMBER – the only kind of football allowed is “Touch” football – NO 

TACKLE at Carlson Elementary. 



14. Will we have Running Club?  YES!  We will have Running Club at Carlson.  It will be held two days a week and 

will start after the October Intersession and run through third quarter (end of March).  Students will have 

opportunities to run in the district races as well.  We’ll need lots of help organizing running club – so talk to your 

moms and dads and have them come out to help! 

15. What if I like to draw, will there be art classes?  Just like at your other schools, we will have volunteers come 

into the classrooms to teach Art Masterpiece.  This is a program where you get to learn about “cool” artists and 

then use their techniques on creations of your own.  Our district will offer art classes after school too with Young 

Rembrandts programs through Community Education. 

16. What if I missed eating breakfast in the morning?  Don’t worry, at 8:05, or once you get on campus, you can 

come into the cafeteria and pick up a quick breakfast item to fill your tummies before school starts.  Breakfast 

prices will be sent out to parents at Meet the Teacher.  Remember that all breakfast needs to be eaten and 

completed by 8:25 when the first bell rings so you aren’t late getting to class. 

17. Do we get to each lunch?  Of course you get to each lunch.  Carlson elementary students will eat lunch first and 

then go out to recess.  In the MPR, during lunch, students will sit with their classes at assigned tables.  Sixth 

graders get to choose among three-four different tables sitting with their friends from other classes if they wish.  

Remember that cafeteria rules apply – no yelling, stay seated, raise your hands to throw food away or go to the 

bathroom, if you need additional food raise your hand to ask for help, clear your plates and make sure your 

tables are picked up before going outside for recess. 

18. What about when it gets REALLY HOT, do we have to go outside then?  When it gets really hot, especially at 

the beginning of the year, we can’t allow students to go outside and play so we have indoor activity time in 

other classrooms.  Students will get to watch a movie, play games, etc. in another classroom with their peers.  

These are called “Heat Days” and the principal will let all students and teachers know when it is a “Heat Day.” 

19. Can my mom or dad come have lunch with me?  You bet they can.  Carlson Elementary loves that parents want 

to come have lunch with their kids so parents are welcome to come and eat with their children as long as they 

sign in at the front office and get a visitor’s badge. 

20. Will students get to participate in doing the announcements each day?  We are working on a program that will 

allow for students who participate in the “News Club” to do announcements.  It may take us a few weeks to get 

the club up and running, but hopefully students will get to participate in helping deliver the announcements for 

the school. 

21. How can I participate in Student Council?  After the first few weeks of school our student council sponsors 

(teachers) will set up a meeting with all those fifth and sixth graders who are interested in running for Carlson 

Elementary Student Council Officers.  You will have a set of requirements you have to fulfill and then your name 

will be placed on a ballot to be voted upon by your peers in grades 3-6.  After the officer positions are filled, 

students will be selected, in their homerooms, for the class representative positions.  Usually each class has 2 

representatives from grades three through six.  The sponsors will establish when the meeting dates are.  There 

will be lots of activities for Student Council to involve themselves in so get ready to be busy! 

22. Will there be other after school activities too?  Absolutely!  We will have a Carlson Choir you can participate in.  

We will host a drama club to prepare for our annual play presentation.  Many of our teachers will host a variety 

of clubs for students after school.  As well, there will be lots of classes offered by our Community Education 

department like robotics, young Rembrandts art classes, soccer and basketball classes, pom and cheer, dance 

class, etc.  More information will be sent home after school starts that will tell you how you can sign up for these 

cool opportunities. 

23. Will I have to do homework?  Okay boys and girls, you know that this is school right?  Of course you will have to 

do homework.  It is important to remember that the only way you will get better at something is to practice it, 

and that is exactly why homework is important.  You can plan on having homework each night Monday through 



Thursday.  We don’t usually give homework over the weekend unless there are projects that are being worked 

on.  Of course the weekend is a great time to practice your reading though or work on your math facts. 

24. Will we get to go on field trips?  Grade levels will plan their field trips at the beginning of the year.  We will be 

asking parents to contribute money through a program called Tax Credit to help classrooms get to go on field 

trips.   

25. I am a sixth grader and I want to go to Science Camp.  Will I get to?  We love Science Camp at Carlson 

Elementary so yes – you can plan to attend Science Camp.  However, because our enrollment will be pretty small 

the first year, we are anticipating taking both the fifth and sixth graders our first year and then taking the next 

year off.  This is an activity that is A LOT of work and involves a lot of planning so we will need your parents help 

in planning and support by giving money through our Tax Credit program so we can afford to go and have lots of 

fun. 

26. Will I get to go to recess and lunch with other students in my grade?    Of course you will be able to.  Even 

though you may not all be in the same classrooms, you will get to participate in recess and lunch with all the 

other students in your grade.  Students in grades 1-6 will have one additional recess scheduled in addition to 

lunch recess.  Your teachers will determine whether or not your recess is in the morning or afternoon.  

Kindergarten students will get two short recesses scheduled in addition to their lunch recess.  Lunch recesses 

last about 20 minutes while morning or afternoon recesses will last only 15 minutes. 

27. Will I get to participate in music and PE at Carlson?  Yes you will.  All students in grades K-4 will get to 

participate in music and PE twice during the 6-day rotation.  Students in Music will report to the music 

classroom where they will get to learn about music, play instruments, and practice singing.  PE class will be held 

inside and outside depending upon the weather.  Students will learn about all the different sports and physical 

activities that help you to build a strong body. 

28. Will Carlson Elementary have a library?  We will have a library.  Mrs. Ryan, our Media Specialist, will conduct 

library classes one day during the 6-day rotation.  She will also host another day in the computer lab during the 

6-day rotation.  So all students in grades K-6 will have one day in the Media Center and one day in the computer 

lab. 

29. I like to work on computers.  I hope Carlson will have a computer lab.  Actually, Carlson Elementary will have 

TWO computer labs.  One lab will be used by grades K-3 and the other will be used by grades 4-6.  These labs will 

be located right off the Media Center.  Teachers and Mrs. Ryan, our Media Specialist, will take students into the 

labs to complete projects and use technology to enhance their understanding of what they are learning. 

30. I play the trumpet.  Will I get to participate in band?  Band and Orchestra class will be offered to any students 

in grades 5-6 who are interested in learning how to play an instrument.  These classes will be offered during the 

school day – not before or after school.  Students are asked to commit to the entire year as they learn to play 

their instrument.  Changes in the schedule will only be made at semester based on feedback and meetings held 

by the principal and parents.  Band and Orchestra concerts will be scheduled throughout the year to allow 

students to showcase what they learn. 

31. Will we get to have a Carnival?  Our awesome PTO has lots of great activities planned for you including a Spring 

Carnival, a “Back to School” bash, and a variety of other activities that will help to get you in the mood to be a 

Carlson Champion – and yes, you will get to buy smoothies at school. 

32. Can I ride my bike or scooter to school?  If you are in second grade or above, you are allowed to ride your bike 

to school.  Scooters (not electric or gas powered) are allowed too.  Remember that it is important to always 

wear a helmet if you’re riding your bike or scooter. 

33. Where do I go if my mom or dad is picking me up after school?  Students who are being picked up after school 

will report to the front of the school where they will wait in their grade level lines to be picked up by parents.  

Fortunately we have a nice big Shade Structure for you to wait under so you don’t have to stand in the hot sun.  



It is very important that you help us out by keeping an eye out for your car.  We will have lots of duty teachers 

out there who will be able to help escort you to the correct car and make sure you get home safe and sound. 

34. What if my mom or dad is late picking me up, will I have to stand outside for a long time?  We will usually all 

be out there until about 3:15 as we work to get everyone in their appropriate cars.  Students who haven’t been 

picked up by 3:15 will be escorted into the front office to wait for their rides and call home to make sure they 

are being picked up.  Don’t worry – we won’t let you stand out in the hot sun all day or make you wait outside all 

alone. 

35. What if I have a younger/older brother or sister that I need to meet with at the end of the day to walk home 

or wait for a ride?  Your teacher will have a form for your parents to fill out that lets us know if you have 

brothers or sisters you will be meeting up with.  We will work with you and your parents to designate a spot in 

the school for you to meet up with your brothers and sisters and then report to wherever you need to go.  

Nobody gets lost at Carlson! 

 

36. What do I need to bring to school on the first day?  Your teachers will have all the supplies you need to get all 

your work done in class.  You should probably bring a backpack to hold your work in, bring a lunch if you do not 

want hot lunch, and any special supplies that you might want for your own (own set of markers, own pencils, 

etc).  Remember to have your mom and dad label your backpack and lunch box with your name and teacher’s 

name. 

37.  Will I have to wear a uniform?  Carlson Elementary will not require students to wear uniforms.  We do have a 

dress code though that your moms and dads can look at on our website to make sure you are dressed appropriately.  

It is very similar to the other schools you have probably attended (no spaghetti straps, no short shorts, no saggy 

pants, no heelies, etc).  Fridays will almost always be our Spirit Days wear we will want all our students to wear the 

school colors (maroon and gold) and/or Carlson t-shirts.  Our PTO will be selling t-shirts at Meet the Teacher. 

38.  Will I sit at my own desk or will I sit at tables in the classroom?  It will depend on the classroom, but most of 

our classrooms will have students desks that you will get to have as your own for the school year.  All CTA 

classrooms will have desks for their students. 

39. I love to read – will there be Accelerated Reader or any other incentives for reading?  Mr. Schlueter loves to 

read too and Carlson Elementary will do everything we can to promote good reading habits.  You will get to 

participate in Accelerated Reader by selecting books you wish to read and then taking a test to see how well you 

understood the book.  Each student will set a goal at the beginning of each quarter for the number of books they 

want to read.  They will be able to monitor the goal in the classroom.  As well, Mrs. Ryan, will be hosting the 

“Millionaire’s Club” which will be open to celebrating those students who reach the goal of reading one million 

words or more over the course of the year.  Finally, if you are in fifth or sixth grade you will have the chance to 

participate in “Battle of the Books” where you get to work as a team and compete with other teams to 

demonstrate your understanding of different books you read.  More information will be given to you once 

school starts. 

40. What if I am late getting to school, will I get in?  If you come to school late, you will have to check in at the front 

office and sign in so we know you are here.  It is important that your mom or dad sign you in at the front office 

when they drop you off.  Once the 8:30am bell rings, all the gates will be closed so you will have to come 

through the front office to get in to the school where you will be able to sign in and go directly to your class. 

41. Can my mom or dad check me out early if they need to?  They sure can, but they will need to come into the 

front office to sign you out and let us know you are being picked up.  Your moms and dads will remain in the 

front office while they wait for you to come from your class.  We would sure like it if your mom or dads called 

the front office to let us know ahead of time that they are coming so we can have you ready to go.  It is 

important to remember though that we don’t want you leaving school early or getting to school late all the time.  



The best way for you to make sure you learn all the important material you have to learn is for you to be in the 

classroom during the whole day. 

42. Will I get to celebrate my birthday if I am at school?  Birthdays are always a special time so absolutely you will 

get to.  Student birthdays will be read over the announcements daily and students will be invited to the office to 

pick up their birthday pencil.  As well, each month, we will be celebrating the “Birthday Book Club” where your 

mom and dads can pay for you to select a new library book that will be dedicated to you and placed in our 

library for students to enjoy.  You of course will get to check the book out first and celebrate with all the other 

students who have birthdays that month.  Finally, you mom and dads are welcome to bring in goodies to 

celebrate your birthday (cupcakes, muffins, etc), but they have to be store bought not home-baked. 

43. Will I get out of school early some days?  Students will get out of school early on days when we have 

Parent/Teacher Conferences.  These days are in August and February.  On these days you will be dismissed from 

school at 11:30am. 

44. What happens if I am not feeling well?  If you don’t feel well during the day or if you get hurt at school, you will 

be escorted to the nurse’s office, where Mrs. Franco will take care of you.  If we have to call your mom and dad, 

we will do that from the nurse’s office.  It will be very important that your mom and dad complete the 

Emergency Card with all the right contact information in the event we need to contact them during the school 

day. 

 

45. If I need to take medicine, can I take it at school?  Sure, we have lots of students who take medication during 

the school day.  Any medicine that your mom or dad need you to take at school has to be brought to the health 

office and kept there while you are at school.  Remind your mom and dad to look at the school website to read 

about bringing medicine to school so they know to follow the correct rules. 

46. Can my mom or dad or grandparents come volunteer in my classroom?  At Carlson, we love to have volunteers 

so yes they can.  It will be important that they check with the teacher to get a schedule in place.  Each classroom 

will have a “Room Mom” assigned to take care of scheduling events and volunteers.   

47. Will we have assemblies?  Yes we will have some assemblies during the year to celebrate all the “cool” things 

going on at Carlson Elementary.  Mr. Schlueter, your principal, will be hosting 6 different “Champion” assemblies 

where students who demonstrate the best character will be honored.  These assemblies are fun because we get 

to play loud music, dance, and celebrate all the student successes we’ve had so far.  Keep your ears tuned for 

more information once school starts. 

48. Can I wear sandals to school?  While sandals are permissible at school, we really think you should be wearing 

close-toed shoes which are safer when you are out on the playground running around and playing.  Of course, 

you will have to wear tennis shoes on the days you have PE. 

49. What happens if I am being bullied at school?  At Carlson we have a program that teaches students how to deal 

with bullies and how to handle tough situations with their peers.  It is called Second Step and will be taught in 

the classroom.  Of course, if you ever feel unsafe or hurt in any way you will want to talk to your teacher and/or 

report the problem to Mr. Schlueter, your principal. 


