Un peu plus

é composé
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You already learned that direct and indirect object pronouns come
before the conjugated verb. In the passé composé, place object
- pronouns before the helping verb avoir or &tre.

—Tu as parlé a fa documentaliste?
—Oui, je lui ai parlé.

‘%z The pronouns y and en also come before the verb in the passé
" composé.

Oui, j'y suis allé hier. Yen ai acheté.

[3 In the passé composé, the past participle agrees with the direct object
if the direct object appears before the verb.

Nous avons gagné la compétition:

e

La compétition? Nous I'avons gagné
(Agreement with preceding direct object)

The verb ouvrir

1. A small group of verbs ending in =ir are
conjugated like -er verbs. These verbs
include ouvrir (to open) and offrir (to
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Quelqu‘un fait une expérience dans le laboratoire.

1 Use quelqu‘un and quelque chose to say someone or something.

offer}, which you learned in Chapter 2.

ilfellefon ouvreé ils/elles ouvrént

Le Dl ouvre a huit heures et demie.

2. These verbs form the passé composé with
avoir and have irregular past participles.

ouvrir: j'ai ouvert

offrir: j'ai offert

2 You've learned the expressions ne... personne and ne... rien to say

" no one and nothing. Place them around the conjugated verb in a
sentence. In the passé composé, place tien after the form of avoir or
étre. Personne, however, comes after the past participle in the passé
composé.

Je n'ai rien vu. Je n'ai vu personne.
1 didn’t see anything. | didn’t see anyone.

t3 No one and nothing can also be the subject. Place the word personne
or rier in the subject position and place ne before the verb.

Personne n'est venu et rien n'est arrivé.
Nobody came and nothing happened.

4 Ne... que (qu’) means only. Place ne... in front of the verb and que
before what you are limiting.

Il n"a gagné que deux compétitions.
He won only two competitions.
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- o the verb suivre. .

3 Enanglais g
In English, we use the
expression has/have
been... forfsince... to talk
about an action that
started in the past and is
still going on in the
present.

He has been working at
the library for 3 yeats.
What is the difference in
meaning between these
two sentences?

He has been working at
the library for 3 years.

He worked at the library
for 3 years.

in French, use the present
tense to talk about

ongoing actions.

Ca fait trois ans qu'il

travaille au CDI.

1 The ver,b suivre (to follow) is irregular. You can Use suivre to say what
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courses you are taking.

je suis nous suivons

tu suis vous suivez

il/ellefon suit

ils/elles suivent

Je suis un cours d'informatique.

To say for how long or since, use depuis. If you are talking about an
action that started in the past and continues in the present, use depuis
and the present tense,

Elle fait de la recherche depuis un an.
She has been doing research for a year.

"I fait du sport deguis midi.
He’s been playing sports since noon.

Two other ways to say for how long are fi y a or ¢a fait and a time

beginning of the sentence.
Ca fait un an gu'elle fait cette recherche.
li y a un an gqu'elle fait cette recherche.
She’ been doing this research for a year.

Un peu plus

The verb recevoir

s

Notice the vowel change in the forms of recevoir (to recé.-'ve, to get).

nous recévons
VOus recévez

expression followed by gue. These expressions are usually placed at the




