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Remember that you can

tell what was going on while

something else happened

by using both the passé

composé and the imparfait. .

Nadine montait sa tente

. quand elle a trouvé sa
boussole.
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You know that you use the passé composé to tell what happened and
the imparfait to tell what things used to be like and what people used
to do. Here are some additional ways to use these tenses.

Il faisait trés beau ce jour-1a. D’ abord on a déjeuné. Ensuite, on
a fait un feu de camp.

Etre en train de

Use the expression étre en train de (d’) to emphasxze that’
someone is doing something at a particular moment Follow it with
an infinitive. : :

Il est en train de faire un feu.
He’s making (in the process of making) a fire.

2 To use this expression when talking about the past, use the imparfait.

lls, étaient en train de démonter la tente quand il a commencé a
pleuvoir.

They were in the process of taking down ‘the tent when it started
to rain.




The future

I The future tense tells what will happen. For most verbs, use the
infinitive as the stem and add the future endings. Drop the -e from
verbs ending in -re before adding the endings.

il/elle/on

nous
vous
ils/elles

Nous nous baignerons dans le lac.  We will swim in the lake.

ouvrir j'ouvri

dire suivre je suiv

Un peu plus

The verb courir is irregular.

.je cours- ' nous

~tu cours vous-
" ilfelle/on court - ‘ils/elles

The past participle of courir is couru:

Martin a couru cing kilométres.

The future stem for courir is courr-:
Nous courrons tres vite samedi.

<) i All verbs in French use the same endings in the future tense,
TUTOR verbs have an irregular stem.
aller i
courons ‘avoir  aur
courez devoir devr— ‘
courert &tre ‘ser- e
. " faire  fer-

- pouvoir pOurr- _
venir vaendr— ' je vi
~voir - verr-

vouloir  voudr-- je

B

acheter also have spelling changes in the future.

but some

g Verbs with spelling changes in the present tense like appeler and

J'achéterai une carte téléphonique et j appellerai mes parents.




