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Stargirl WebQuest 
 

 
 

Introduction: Before we begin reading, analyzing, and discussing the novel Stargirl 
by Jerry Spinelli, we will need to add to our background knowledge about the 
setting of the novel. Through this WebQuest, you will become a detective as you 
gather information that will be useful when we begin to read the novel. 
 
Task: In order to successfully complete this WebQuest, students will work in 
pairs. Each member of the pair will have a specific role. One member will be in 
charge of doing the research on the computer, and the other member will be in 
charge of recording the information. 
 
Process: Let’s begin our Stargirl WebQuest!  

1. First you will be assigned to a team of two students. You will need to 
decide who will be the researcher and who will be the recorder. 
2. Please use the following Web sites to answer the questions in complete 
sentences. 
 

Web site #1: 
http://geography.howstuffworks.com/united-states/geography-of-arizona1.htm 
 
1. What is the capital of Arizona?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is Arizona’s state flower?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Web site #2: 
http://www.arizonensis.org/sonoran/ 
 

1. What states border Arizona?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Arizona is bordered by which country?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the Sonoran Desert well known for?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is a desert (in your own words)?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Where is the Sonoran Desert located?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Web site #3: 
http://www.mbgnet.net/sets/desert/index.htm 
 

1. What are deserts like (in your own words)?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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2. List two facts about the saguaro cactus.  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Web site #4: 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/ukelele 
 
1. What is a ukelele?  Answer in a complete sentence. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
After the WebQuest: 
 

1. What is the most interesting thing that you learned while completing this 
WebQuest?  Answer in a complete sentence. 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

2. In the chart below, based on our WebQuest, make a prediction about the 
setting of the novel Stargirl that we are about to read. Support your answer 
with evidence that you found today.  Answer in a complete sentence. 

 
Prediction about the setting of 
Stargirl 

Evidence  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


