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Name & i Hone

Motion Graphs

Describing the motion of an object is occasionally hard to do with words. Sometimes
graphs help make motion easier to picture, and therefore understand.

Remember:

Motion is a change in position measured by distance and time.
Speed tells us the rate at which an object moves.

Velocity tells the speed and direction of a moving object.
Acceleration tells us the rate speed or direction changes.

DISTANCE-TIME GRAPHS also isplacemend ~fivnae * graphs

Plotting distance against time can tell you a lot about motion. Let's look at the axes:

Time is always plotted on the X-axis
(bottom of the graph). The further to
the right on the axis, the longer the
time from the start.

Distance

Distance is plotted on the Y-axis (side
of the graph). The higher up the
graph, the further from the start.

Time

If an object is not moving, a horizontal line is shown on a distance-time graph.

Time is increasing to the right, but its
distance does not change. It is not
moving. We say it is At Rest.

Distance

Time
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Motion Graphs 2

If an object is moving at a constant speed, it means it has the same increase in
distance in a given time:

Time is increasing to the right, and distance
is increasing constantly with time. The
object moves at a constant speed.

Distance

Constant speed is shown by straight
lines on a graph.

Time

Let’s look at two moving objects:

Both of the lines in the graph show that each object moved the same distance, but the
steeper dashed line got there before the other one:

A steeper line indicates a larger distance
moved in a given time. In other words,
higher speed.

Distance

Both lines are straight, so both speeds are
constant.

Time

Graphs that show acceleration look different from those that show constant speed.

The line on this graph is curving upwards. This
shows an increase in speed, since the line is
getting steeper:

Distance

In other words, in a given time, the distance the
object moves is change (getting larger). It is
accelerating.

Time
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Summary:
A distance-time graph tells us how far an object has moved with time.

« The steeper the graph, the faster the motion.

« A horizontal line means the object is not changing its position - it is not moving,
it is at rest.

» A downward sloping line means the object is returning to the start.
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(Graph from:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/physics/forces/speedvelocityaccelerationfhrev2.shtml)
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Examine the graphs below.
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Which of the graphs shows that one of runners started 10 yards further ahead of the
other? Explain your answer.
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In which of the following graphs below are both runners moving at the same speed?

Explain your answer.
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Motion Graphs 6

The distance-time graphs below represent the motion of a car. Match the descriptions
with the graphs. Explain your answers.

Descriptions:

1. The caris stopped. C - i etdince. Venaiins corstar

2. The car is traveling at a constant speed. A € B~ cUstzunce Uncirease <
k . Cws.-l—MaFL«j WP T T o T
3. The speed of the car is decreasing. D - slisteunc e Ul eact Hne o

4. The car is coming back. R- distzunce o e U oLeowea,smﬂ
OVigin (sturting Pm’w-f-) < ct-e_aweasf\rgj ;
A. B.
distance dis taney
g time
1 time:
C. i
e distance |
' time time

Graph A matches description _Z_ _ because

Graph C matches description __ | because

=
Graph B matches description 2, 9~ because { >z &.bﬁ‘(fc_;

Graph D matches description __<  because
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SPEED-TIME GRAPHS

Speed-Time graphs are also called Velocity-Time graphs.

Speed-Time graphs look much like Distance-
Time graphs. Be sure to read the labels!!
Time is plotted on the X-axis. Speed or
velocity is plotted on the Y-axis.

A straight horizontal line on a speed-time
graph means that speed is constant. Itis
not changing over time.

Speed

A straight line does not mean that the
object is not moving!

Time

A SMH']I/\/T diageanad b

This graph shows :ncreasmg speed.
The moving object is accelerating.

Speed

Time

A S’Iqu"ﬂM d/faﬂov\aj lune_
¥ | This graph shows decreasing speed.
The moving object is decelerating.
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Speed
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DlAﬁowmu e us Ay directisn
Aicates accelevatisn.
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What about comparing two moving objects at the same time?

Both the dashed and solid line show increasing
£ speed.
I r
/ | Both lines reach the same top speed, but the

- / solid one takes longer.

a | f

" / The dashed line shows a greater

I acceleration.
Time
Summary:

A speed - time graph shows us how the speed of a moving object changes with time.

e The steeper the graph, the greater the acceleration.
« A horizontal line means the object is moving at a constant speed.
« A downward sloping line means the object is slowing down.
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(Graph from:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/physics/forces/ speedvelocityaccelerationfhrev2.shtml)

M. Poarch— 2003
htip://science-class.net



Motion Graphs 9

The speed-time graphs below represent the motion of a car. Match the descriptions
with the graphs. Explain your answers.

Descriptions:

5. The car is stopped.

6. The car is traveling at a constant speed.
7. The car is accelerating.

8. The car is slowing down.

E.
d B,
e speed
tire

G. H.

speed speed

— fime
frme

Graph E matches description __ 7 because §1g:>¢,eal (r %wa&ihﬂ

Graph F matches description _ % because Sr%::e.eol is decreasing

Graph G matches description _& _ because Speed is not d/\a,a/\fj w\j

Graph H matches description S because S\‘O-é’-eﬁl 1S Zerd
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Questions:
( Some questions adapted from

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/physics/forces/speedvelocityaccelerationfhrev2.shtml)

o »_f'“ﬁ o ““;

‘ Abert Bob  Charlie
g /
1) H
E / P
W = A iz
g " S Al A
k=Y T H
a
1 16 12 14 ) 18
TIME {seconds}

Look at the graph above. It shows how three runners ran a 100-meter race.

Which runner won the race? Explain your answer,

A{\D—&(‘t o oecaune e vreacelie d,
[00 1 ke fBre Bolk o Charlic

Which runner stopped for a rest? Explain your answer.

Choy Le shopped. at 158 o t=13s (at SO,
Tume -
How long was the stop? Explain your answer.

1= ‘ot =3¢ (3-8=[55!

How long did Bob take to complete the race? Explain your answer.

Bok 4ook 145! he Started at +=0 ard veapl od
(DO VWC?;{L ’({"14‘ ‘4'—0:

Calculate Albert’s average speed. (Figure the distance and the time first!)
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The graph below shows how the speed of a bus changes during part of a journey
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Choose the correct words from the following list to describe the motion during each
segment of the journey to fill in the blanks.

accelerating
decelerating
constant speed
at rest

Segment 0-A The bus is A—C&@i@m—Hv\ﬁ . Its speed changes
from 0 to 10 m/s in 5 seconds.

Segment A-B The busis movingata 6\ e et Sloece of 10
m/s for 5 seconds.

Segment B-C The bus is e ce(-m-{‘\'mQ . It is slowing
down from 10 m/s to rest in 3 seconds. J

Segment C-D The bus is a:{‘ 4 65'{‘ . It has
stopped.

Segment D-E The bus is A'CLG»CQ/VZL'H n j

It is gradually increasing in speed.
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