ELA 9 Course Syllabus
	"And now that you don't have to be perfect, you can be good."

	-- John Steinbeck, East of Eden


Course Description

In this course, students will read and analyze the following: short stories, poetry, novel, drama, and essay.  As an instructor, I focus heavily on the Standards that deal with literary response and analysis, writing strategies, and writing conventions. Ultimately, this better prepares students for the critical thinking that future classes (and college) will require.

Course Texts

· Night, by Elie Wiesel 
· The Odyssey, by Homer

· Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare

· To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee
· Various Short Stories and Poems
Classroom Rules: The Five Be’s

· Be on Time.  
· Lunch Detentions will be assigned for all unexcused tardies and further discipline will be assigned if detentions are not correcting the problem.

· Be prepared for class by having the necessary materials with you. 
· Be respectful to all (including the actual class; keep it clean).  
· When respect is not given to fellow classmates and/or the teacher, the educational process becomes disrupted.  This cannot be tolerated.  I respect my students and I require respect to be given in return.  All students have the right to learn, and no student has the right to take away learning from others.  

· Be attentive.  
· Any departure from the above could result in disciplinarian consequences.  Obviously, a teacher must maintain an environment that promotes learning.  Anything less is undesirable and unhealthy for the students, school and community.
· Be accountable 

· You will get out what you put into the class. Take responsibility for your own learning and put in the work
Grades

The English Department grades on a 40-40-20 scale each semester. 

For example: Quarter 1’s average will contribute to 40% of the grade, Quarter 2’s average will contribute to 40%, and the final exam will contribute to 20%. 

Assignments will be entered in one of two categories: formative or summative. Formative is weighed at 40% and summative is weighed at 60%. There will be an additional category called Assignment Completion and will determine when a student turns in an assignment on time, missing, or late. 






Grading Scale: 





100 – 90

A






89-80


B






79-70


C






69-60


D





59.9 and below

F





Make-up Work Policy

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get all make-up work. Remember, it is your grade so be responsible for it. 

· Extra handouts are available to students as well as a calendar with assignment details on my website.  

· Students should talk to classmates and/or teacher for any clarification.  

· Missed tests/quizzes will be completed in Conference Period and/or scheduled ahead of time with the instructor. 

If you have any questions, please see me before or after school.  E-mails are welcome.
Supplies

· Composition Notebook to be left in class at all times (no spirals…please)
· Supply List (per CCHS Student Packet)

Media
Throughout the year, we may watch video clips and/or listen to media that support our novel studies and curriculum. Some media may be rated NR, G, or PG, yet all are connected to our required reading and educationally based. By signing below, you give consent for your student to participate in these viewing or listening activities throughout the school year.  Please email me with any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

Alexis Thomson
thomson.alexis@cusd80.com
I have read and understand Ms. Thomson’s 2017-18 Course Outline for Honors ELA 9 at CCHS.
______________________________________      _______________________________     _________
Student Printed Name



     Student Signature


         Date 

______________________________________      _______________________________     _________
Parent/Guardian Printed Name


      Parent/Guardian Signature

         Date 

