
 

Perry High School 
AP Environmental Science/Bio 105  

Coleen O’Shea, Instructor 
  

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:  Email:  oshea.coleen@cusd80.com 

Telephone:  480-224-3081 

     Room:  F405 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Welcome to AP Environmental Science!      

 

APES should NOT be considered “college prep.” This is a COLLEGE course, with college level expectations 

for behavior, attendance, participation and effort.  Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary field of study, 

and the goal in this class is to integrate what you know about Biology, Chemistry, Math, History, Sociology, 

etc., to come to an understanding of the natural world, the forces that affect it, and the choices you will make in 

order to live here.  APES will follow very closely the curriculum recommended by the College Board.   

  

The goal of this course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies to 

understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both 

natural and human-made, and to evaluate the risks associated with these problems and examine alternative 

solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.  

 

Text 

There will be 3 textbooks used as reference/resource material (2 are available in the classroom and the 

“Friedland” AP book is an optional text that is a good study aid): 

Living in the Environment, 19th ed., by G. Tyler Miller and Scott Spoolman, National Geographic, Cengage 

Learning 2018 
Environmental Science for AP, 2nd ed., by Friedland and Relyea, W.H. Freeman and company, NY, 2015. 

Living in the Environment, 15th edition, by G. Tyler Miller/Spoolman,Brooks/Cole, Cengage Learning, 

2007. (*this is main text referenced unless otherwise indicated) 

 

This course is offered as Bio105: Environmental Biology at Chandler Gilbert Community College   

AP Exam = $93(Must get a 4 or higher for college credit) 

Bio105: Environmental Biology at Chandler Gilbert Community College - 

• $86.00/credit hour = $344 +$15 (registration fee) 

• Lecture = 4 credits     

• Must maintain grade of a C or higher 

  

Registration, payments and further information will be distributed within the first few weeks of class. The 

expectation is that ALL students enrolled in this course MUST take the AP exam. 

 

Methods 

Instruction consists mostly of lectures, discussions, demonstrations, and written assignments—including 

research projects, in-class assignments, and homework. A minimum of one period per week is devoted to 

hands-on laboratory experiences or fieldwork. All lab and fieldwork requires a written component. 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 

1. Notebook/Binder:  All students should maintain an orderly notebook that will aid in our AP course review.  

(Assignments will be turned in individually and whole notebooks will only be accepted for labs) 

mailto:oshea.coleen@cusd80.com


2. Blue or black pen (no gel pens please) and pencil(s) 

3. Colored Pencils & Expo markers 

4. 1 Comp notebook for Labs and lab write-ups ONLY 

 

CLASSROOM POLICIES: 

1. Attendance:  It should be expected that with such a rigorous course, any absence from class would 

discouraged.  Any material missed due to an UNEXCUSED absence will receive no credit. 

2. Field Trips: There will be at least 1-2 field trips and the information gained from attending will be 

assessed in the form of a quiz after the trip. It is expected that students attend the trips to get this 

information. If a student can’t attend, he/she will still be responsible for setting up an appointment with the 

Field Trip destination coordinators to get this information on his/her own time. 

3. Classwork due dates/times: In infinite campus, if you see a due date the same day it is assigned please 

realize that some work will be completed in class and due at the end of class on the same day.   

4. Late Work:  Homework will be collected at the beginning of the period on the due date.  Any work 

turned in after that time will be considered late (electronic submissions will clearly show date/time 

turned in).  Up to two late passes per quarter may be used per semester.  Information on late passes 

will be shared in class. 

5. Missed Work: “I was absent” is not an excuse for missing an assignment.  The infinite campus 

assignment link attachments are the first place to look, a secondary source for hard copies is the 

“Missed A Day” board. You will have the equivalent of the number of the days you missed to make-up 

missed assignments.  Missed labs may sometimes require an alternative written assignment.  All labs, 

tests and quizzes missed due to an excused absence must be made up after school.   

6. Cheating:  *see attached honor code contract     

7. Test format sample: 
Multiple Choice: 
According to the World Bank what is the predicted stabilization number for the worldwide population? 
A. 11 billion                           B. 9 billion                             C. 8 billion                             D. 15 billion 
FRQ: Answer parts of the questions 
The 1990 United States census revealed that for the first time, a majority of Americans live in suburbs of major 

cities or in suburban-like communities. 
A.     List three factors why this trend may not be sustainable from a resource point of view. 
B.     Explain why each of the three reasons you have listed is not sustainable and the possible consequences of each. 
C.     What national public policy decisions made the United States into a suburban country as opposed to Europe that is largely    
        urbanized? 

D.     Many environmentalists think the 21st century as the “Century of the City.” State whether or not you agree or disagree with this  
        statement and include three reasons as support. 

 

CELL PHONE/Technology POLICY:  Cells phones and iPADs FOR CLASS USE are welcome, but become a 

headache when used inappropriately.  If a phone goes off in class or is being used when not required, the 

phone will be confiscated and taken to administration. 

GRADING POLICIES:  You will be able to access your grade through Infinite Campus.  It is your 

responsibility to keep updated on your grade status. Grades for the course will be computed based on a 

weighted average of your scores in the following categories: 

 Tests/Quizzes       50% 

 Labs, Lab Quizzes, Class Activities    25% 

Participation/Homework Activities    25% 

   

Semester grades will be calculated on a 80/20 formula.  (80% of semester cumulative and 20% final exam) 

 

COURSEWORK: 



1. *Since this is an environmental science course—I will not always print and pass out all assignments as 

hard copies. You are responsible for looking for assignment attachments on the class calendar on my 

staff website and either completing and submitting online(email) or printing off at home. If emailing, put 

your period, initials, and assignment title in the subject heading please. 

2. Tests & Quizzes:  Each week expect an exam or quiz.  Each exam will mimic the AP exam and will 

consist of multiple choice questions, free response questions (essay), short answer questions and 

calculator based questions.  Quizzes may include multiple choice reading assessments, vocabulary 

definitions, and free-response questions.  All exams and quizzes are comprehensive for the semester. 

You will be tested on material that comes from your reading and animations that we haven’t 

necessarily discussed in class. A good rule of thumb is that any content covered in the material you are 

responsible for reading/viewing/watching in the content homework could appear on an exam, 

regardless of whether or not we have discussed it specifically in class.  The take-home message for you 

is that independent reading/viewing/watching is absolutely crucial, and must be done if you want to 

succeed.  Please be prepared.   

3. Homework:  All reading, vocab, and video assignments are carefully chosen to enhance subject 

comprehension.  You are expected to keep up in these.  Successful students spend approximately one 

to two hours outside of class for each hour spent in class.  You should be doing something EACH 

night.  Possible assignments may include: vocabulary building, reading guides, web assignments, 

objective questions, and essay responses.  Procrastination is a great enemy...don’t let it trap you! 

4. Laboratory Work: Several labs and lab activities will be conducted throughout the year.  Lab write-ups 

include both formal & informal write-ups, pre & post lab assessments and occasional lab practicals. 

Formal labs will be due one week after completion of the lab.   

5. Participation/Content Discussion:  Content discussion is unavoidable.  To make this as non-boring as 

possible, you are expected to interface with the content prior to coming to class.  It is expected that you 

have done this, and the style of the discussion is based on this assumption.   I don’t just talk at you.  I 

ask you questions about the content that you interfaced with before you came to class, and you answer 

them.  Everyone gets a turn to demonstrate that they know what they are talking about.  Very few 

things will make you feel worse in this class than not knowing what you are talking about because 

you did not hold up your end of this deal.   You will not feel awesome about this, and neither will I. 

 Most likely you will need to stay after class to have a discussion about it. Points are awarded for 

coming prepared to class.   

 

APES Club: 

APES club needs funding for field trips every year.  

Please consider donating tax-deductible amount and specify “PHS-AP Environmental Science”, so that 

students can learn more about water treatment, sustainable landscaping and more. The tax form link is on my 

website or I can give you a copy if you would like as well!  

 

AP Exam/Dual Credit 

If taking the AP course only--students will take the 1st semester exam but NOT the second semester exam. If 

taking the course as a dual credit with CGCC, students MUST take both final exams in addition to the AP 

exam in May.  

 

NOTE:  It is expected that all students enrolled in AP classes take the exam offered in May.  As an added incentive, 

students who sign up, pay & take the exam will complete a modified Spring Final Exam.  Please sign up early….this is a 

rare opportunity for you to take a high-stakes, competitive exam that mimics “college,” allows you to be compared to 

national standards and it will also provide great feedback for me to continue to improve my program.  Prep books are 

helpful and can be purchased in bookstores or online.   



Please be committed to success in this class---I strongly discourage drops after the 3rd week of school! The last day to drop 

with approval is: _______________. 

 

 

Please sign and return to Ms. O’Shea (cut along this line or turn in this page only)___________________ 

I have read and understand this description of Ms. O’Shea’s expectations and grading policy.  

 

Student Please PRINT name, then sign, and date ______________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian signature and  

date__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Academic Integrity Honor Code Contract 

  

By definition, plagiarism is the act of presenting the words, ideas, images, sounds, or other creative 

expression of others as your own.  

  

If you have included the words and ideas of others in your work that you neglected to cite, you have 

had help you wouldn’t want your teacher to know about, you have plagiarized. 

  

There are two types of plagiarism, intentional and unintentional plagiarism. 

Intentional 

1. Copying a friend’s work 

2. Buying or borrowing papers     

3. Cutting and pasting blocks of text from electronic sources without documenting 

4. Media “borrowing” 

5. Uninformed Web publishing 

Unintentional 

1. Careless paraphrasing 

2. Poor documentation 

3. Quoting excessively  

4. Failure to use your own “voice”  

   

Collaboration is when you work with one or more people on a task assigned in class. 

It is plagiarism if all members of the group have the exact same answers. If you do not credit your 

group members on your assignment, then it is considered to be plagiarized.  You can answer the 

questions together, but understand that not everyone writes or words things the same, so add your 

own personal flare to the work! 

  

Students should be aware that Academic Integrity is of great importance at Chandler High School.  

Each violation of Academic Integrity will result in escalating disciplinary action as outlined below:  

  

Violations of Academic Integrity = Cheating, Plagiarism, and Academic Dishonesty including, but 

not limited to: 



1. Copying or sharing questions or answers with others from an exam, test, quiz, assessment, 

etc., with the intent to cheat.  

2. Talking with other students during a test or quiz 

3. Using any kind of cheat notes or unauthorized materials to improve academic performance 

4. Copying homework, lab assignments, or creative projects 

5. Allowing another student to copy homework, projects, tests, or other assignments 

6. Falsifying data on lab assignments 

7. Reporting on a book that was not read or read previous to the assignment without 

permission of the instructor 

8. Plagiarizing another person’s words or ideas in a research paper 

9. Taking credit for another person’s work 

  

Disciplinary Actions 

1st offense - “0” on assignment and conference with parents and/or administrator/academic 

counselor. Informal Disciplinary referral written. Redo assignment with teacher present.  

2nd offense - Behavior Conduct Referral written and placed on a behavior contract. “0” on 

assignment and conference with parents and/or administrator/academic counselor. Redo assignment 

with teacher present. Possible suspension. 

3rd offense - Grade of ‘F’ for class and possible removal from class for the year. Suspension and 

referral. 

  

By signing this contract I understand how to cite sources, the difference between plagiarism and 

collaboration, what is considered cheating and the consequences to cheating or plagiarism. I 

acknowledge that all work submitted in my science class will be of my original work.  If outside 

sources are used I will cite those sources used accordingly. 

  

1. “Boston Columnist Resigns Amid New Plagiarism Charges.”  CNN.com 19 Aug. 1998   3 

March 2003     http://www.cnn.com/US/9808/19/barnicle/  

2. Course Syllabus: Conceptual Physics 2005-2006. 

http://ev.ca.campusgrid.net/home/Staff+Directory/Staff+Web+Pages/John+Blair 

3. Fain, Margaret. “Internet Paper Mills.”  Kimbal Library.  12 Feb. 2003. 

<http://www.coastal.edu/library/mills2.htm> 

4. Lathrop, Ann and Kathleen Foss.  Student Cheating and Plagiarism in the Internet Era.  

Englewood, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 2000. 

5. Lewis, Mark. “Doris Kearns Goodwin And The Credibility Gap.”  Forbes.com 2 Feb. 2002.         

<http://www.forbes.com/2002/02/27/0227goodwin.html> 

6. “New York Times Exposes Fraud of own Reporter.”  ABC News Online. 12 May, 2003.         

<http://www.pbs.org/newshour/newshour_index.html> 

7. Sabato, Larry J.  “Joseph Biden's Plagiarism; Michael Dukakis's 'Attack Video' – 1988.” 

Washington Post Online. 1998. 3 March 2002.     <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

srv/politics/special/clinton/frenzy/biden.html 

  

  

Please sign and return to Ms. O’Shea (cut along this line or turn in this page 
only)___________________ 
I have read, understand, and agree to the honor code contract 
 Student’s name printed and signature and date ______________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian signature and  

http://www.cnn.com/US/9808/19/barnicle/


date__________________________________________________ 


