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A History of the Christmas Tree

by Ellen Wamsley ‘23
As the Christmas season
approaches, one indispensable hallmark of
holiday decor seems to
crop up everywhere. The
Christmas tree has been
a symbol of the season
for generations, originating in Europe and
making its way to America and across the globe
from there. Any object so
steeped in culture and
tradition must have an
extraordinary history, and

the Christmas tree is no
exception.
First of all, there’s a lot
that the tree itself symbolizes. As an evergreen,
the needles of the Christmas tree remain green all
year long, and in ancient
times, this was a symbol
of the warmer seasons
ahead during spring and
summer. From palm
trees in Egypt to evergreens in Rome, these
trees were a traditional
part of winter solstice

A smile goes a long way
Be cheerful.
by Addysen Kornell ‘25
Give this lonesome world
a smile,
We stay at longest but a
little while.
Hasten we must, or we
shall lose the chance
To give the gentle word,
the kindly glance.
Be sweet and tender that is doing good;

‘Tis doing what no other
good deed could.
Now don’t forget, when
things go wrong,
To try the magic of a
song.
A cheerful heart, and
smiling face
Pour sunshine in the
darkest place.

celebrations because
their green leaves or
needles represented the
warmth of summer.
It is widely believed
that the practice of
decorating trees for
Christmas originated
in sixteenth-century
Germany. However, the
tradition was slow to
spread to America due to
the Puritans in New England, who believed that
the only way to celebrate
Christmas was through
church service. Christmas
trees were first introduced in America around
the early 1800’s when
more Irish and German
immigrants came to the
United States, but they
weren’t generally accepted as tradition until
later. In 1848, a newspaper depicted Queen
Victoria of England and
Prince Albert standing
around a Christmas tree
with their family, which
A smile is a facial rainbow, indicating by the
radiance of the features
that there is a reign of
sunlight ahead, that the
clouds are things of the
past.
What has never gone
out of style - why it is
that common smile. It
cost you nothing to give
so smile, grin, laugh and
live!
I may not be able to do
everything but to others
a smile I can bring.
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caused a major growth in
popularity for the holiday
decoration in America.
Around the late nineteenth century, ornaments (typically
imported from Germany)
became a common decoration for the Christmas
tree, along with candles
and popcorn garlands.
From there, the Christmas tree continued to
evolve throughout the
1900’s, when the use of
tinsel and electric lights
became the norm. Today,
the Christmas tree is just
as much a staple of pop
culture as a religious
symbol, and is recognizable around the world.
From its beginnings
hundreds of years ago to
its place in the modern
world, the Christmas tree
is a fascinating part of
European and American
history
*See Credit on last page
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by Varad Chapalgaonkar
Arlie Hunt is an experienced and beloved history teacher here at Basha.
He currently teaches
AP Human Geography
alongside AP US History. Mr. Hunt has gained
a reputation for being
especially responsive to
students and catering to
their needs as a way of
fostering their curiosity
for history and helping
them succeed in an otherwise overwhelming AP
learning environment. I
had the opportunity to
sit down with him and
get some additional in-

formation about how he
got into teaching, what
he has learned through
teaching, and what obstacles he has faced and
overcome over the years.
Mr. Hunt graduated with
a dual major in history
and geography, along
with getting a master’s
in education administration. He talked a
bit about growing up
around history and how
that influenced him as an
adult. “My father was a
veteran in WWII, he was
a marine,” he explained.
“I was raised on stories
about military stuff, so I
got into it because I love

Teacher Spotlight:
Interview with Mr. Hunt
military history.” He originally wanted to become
a professor on the topic,
but eventually decided
that teaching history to
younger people was his
calling.
He first spent 12 years
teaching Junior High
students, then pivoting to high school. He
went on to share some
differences. “In some
cases they were similar,
but in general Junior
High kids tend to be
more dependent,” he
said. “In contrast, High
Schoolers are more independent― they want
to do their own thing.
Then of course 6-7 years
ago I ended up teaching
AP and absolutely fell in
love with it and that was
a whole different thing
from the rest of high
school.”
He went on and
explained the things he
struggled with at first
and how he developed as

a teacher over his career.
“I did not start perfect…
I have gotten better
significantly at grading
that was the number one
thing, and I’ve gotten
better at time management, more efficient.
Another big thing was
lesson planning, y’know
when you start out you
have no idea how to deal
with it all, and over time
you get better at that.”
Lastly, last year’s
online school schedule
proved very difficult to
manage for students and
teachers alike. This would
be especially exacerbated for a content-heavy
class like APUSH where
time spent on technical
issues is time away from
cramming the entirety of
American history into the
heads of students. Mr.
Hunt was able to give his
experience in that period
and how he dealt with it.
“I had to do a lot in the
sense that I almost had

to prepare twice because
I had to load everything
onto the google classroom, I had to make sure
all the documents were
converted to online files
stuff like that,” he said.
But in many ways things
stayed pretty similar,
he explained, “As far as
adapting goes, the students were amazing so I
just dealt with it like any
other year. I just lectured
and they did the rest.”
A great deal
of thanks goes out to
Mr.Hunt for saying a few
words about his tremendous career in teaching.
He is a man that many
students respect and
have learned a lot from
both inside and outside
of the classroom. I wish
him luck as a teacher
and a Basha bear for
many years to come.
Thank you!

Baking Recipes for
By Lily Sherman’23

Directions:

BROWNIES
Ingredients:

(130g)

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar

3/4 teaspoons sea salt (4g)

(300g)

2 large eggs

3/4 cup all-purpose flour (96g)

1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil

2/3 cup cocoa powder (85g)

(120g)

1/2 cup powdered sugar (64g)

2 tablespoons water (30g)

1/2 cup dark chocolate chips

1/2 teaspoon vanilla (2.5g)

Preheat the oven to
325°F (165°C). Lightly
spray an 8x8 baking
dish with cooking
spray and line it with
parchment paper.
Spray the parchment
paper.
In a medium bowl,
combine the sugar,
flour, cocoa powder,
powdered sugar, chocolate chips, and salt.
In a large bowl, whisk
together the eggs,
olive oil, water, and
vanilla.
Sprinkle the dry mix
over the wet mix and

stir until just combined.
Pour the batter into
the prepared pan
and use a spatula to
smooth the top. Bake
for 40 to 45 minutes,
or until a toothpick
comes out with only a
few crumbs attached
(note: it’s better to pull
the brownies out early
than to leave them in
too long). Cool completely before slicing.
Store in an airtight
container at room
temperature for up
to 3 days. These also
freeze well!

3 - career
JANUARY 2022:

basha high school:

-CTE Jr High Tours (Jan 5-7)
-Boys Soccer HOME vs
Corona del Sol (Jan 6)
-Girls Basketball HOME vs
Xavier (Jan 7)
-Boys Basketball at Brophy
(Jan 7)
-Girls Soccer HOME vs
Highland (Jan 11)
-Boys Wrestling HOME vs
Red Mountain (Jan 19)

COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS

FEBRUARY 2022:

-Presidents Day Holiday
(Feb 21)
AMS Band Concert
(Feb 24)

march 2022:

-”Symphonic Concert
(Mar 1) 7-9pm
-Jazz Band Concert
(Mar 2) 7-9pm
Intersession March 14-25

aprIL 2022:

-Basha Theatre production
of TBA-Spring Dance Concert TBA
-Spring Holiday April 15

MAY 2022:

-2022 Senior graduate
(May 26)
-End of 2021-2022school year
(May 26 for students)
-Prom (TBA)
-Last day for seniors
(May 20?)

by Alex Weister ‘22

the Coming Holidays
Sugar Cookies (Vegan):
Directions::

processor and knead

1)

Divide the dough into

Preheat the

gently to form a ball.

oven to 350°F (175°C)

12 equal pieces and

and line a large baking

roll each into a smooth

sheet with parchment

ball. Place the balls

paper. Use a food

onto the baking sheet

processor to combine

and gently press each

the all-purpose flour,

down to form small

almond flour, sugar,

disks.

baking powder, and

3)

salt. Add the coconut

to 15 minutes or until

oil and pulse until

very slightly browned.

combined. Add the al-

Remove from the

mond milk and lemon

Ingredients:

(10g)

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

scant 1 teaspoon sea salt (5g)

(190g)

1/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons

oven and cool on the

1 cup almond flour (120g)

chilled coconut oil (90g)

zest, and pulse until

pan for 10 minutes

1/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons cane

1/2 cup cold almond milk (120g)

combined.

before transferring to

2)

a wire rack to finish

sugar (76g)

1 1/2 tablespoons lemon zest

1 tablespoon baking powder

(22g)

Scoop the

dough out of the food

cooling.

Bake for 12
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Homophobia and Transphobia in
Youth and How to Help End it
by Lex Oliver
Homophobia and transphobia on Basha High School’s
campus has been something that has been slowing
down in recent years but
still happens regardless of
the current climate. There
are many reasons for the development of homophobia
and transphobia in children,
but the main reason is the
influence of their parents.
Previous generations have
slurs developed for people
who are queer that have
been passed down to the
current generation of children. This sort of offensive
language is very damaging
for people who want basic
human decency and not to
be mistreated for their

3 years,” and “I’ve been trying
very hard, but it’s still a struggle to learn because for the
longest time, there only two
options to call people by, He/
Him and She/Her.” These are
both very true statements,
which is why it is even more
impertinent for people to
work on trying to educate
themselves to help provide a
safe environment for everyone. You reading this may
have a friend yourself who
may be closeted because
they don’t have a safe place
to come out and you don’t
know it, or that person may
be you. The Basha campus
should be a place where
people are embraced and
not treated strangely or
outcast for expressing and
being who they are. Some
resources that can be used
is the gender spectrum
website, see here, and the
MedicalNewsToday article

difference. Some of the best
ways to help with this
change is to help people
start to educate themselves
on the words they are using
and why they are offensive
and educate themselves on
how they can help create a
safe environment for queer
students, and to help with
their interactions with queer
people when they reach
adulthood. In an interview
with Shira Schwartz, she did
mention that it is harder
for those who take a while
to learn things and adapt
to the more accepting and
changing society with the
past two generations alone.
Stating “There have been a
lot of changes in the past 10,
not to mention even the past

on gender identity here, as
well as an article explaining
how each of the different
pronouns work, as well as
neopronouns here. These are
just a few resources that can
be used to help you on your
journey, but don’t be afraid
to look deeper into things
and do your own research.
This article isn’t made to condemn, but to help those who

are looking to help and want
to better themselves for their
friends or just peers who are
queer. Please don’t be afraid
to be an ally, this is a scary
world, and if you fall trying to
be an ally, there will be other
allies, or other members of
the LGBTQ community to
help you back up.

Fear. Courage. Bravery.
Fear. Courage. And Bravery.

by Addysen Kornell ‘25
All three of these words
mean something to
every single individual
person in the world.

Young, old, stupid, smart
or intelligent. Some the
word Fear means something to be scared of, or it
could mean they are the

ones revoking fear onto
others. Some say Courage comes from deep
within a person, others
say it’s on the surface.
Some have courage to
face their biggest fear.
Others have courage to
conquer their greatest
strength. Bravery, now
that’s a tough one. You
need Bravery almost
everyday. Some need
Bravery to stand up for

themselves, others use
it to stand up for others
that need help.
Fear can be shown in
many different ways.
Maybe Fear can be stage
fright for singers or
actors. And the Courage
they need could come
from a friend’s encouragement for them.
Bravery could come from
taking that first step and
taking the risk, no matter

what the outcome will
be. All three of these
things are needed in
life, no matter what we
want them to be with.
Whether it be facing your
biggest fear or conquering your greatest desire.
You can’t escape these
words or these feelings
that come with them.
They are inevitable.

Dark Souls 3 is the Best Game
by Omar Hatamleh ‘22
Ah, I love Dark Souls III,
murdering a Tree by
rattling it’s branches
together numerous
times to get some
Bowl O’ Soul, slaughter some Guy on
Crystal Meth, kill a
Skeleton the size of
Godzilla by hitting his
Jewelry, go kill some
sociopathic Undead
Christians, proceed
to do the same
with the Lightsaber

Pope, dispatch some
Skirt-Wearing Slug
eating a guy, slay
some Depressed Dude
by hitting him with
Air but it’s actually
a worse version of a
Weapon from Demon’s Souls, go on to
fight some Butterflies,
go back and realize
you didn’t kill the
optional bosses, go
beat up an introverted Dragon and some
other Old Man nobody

cares about, mess with
two Disabled People,
go slay some guy in
khakis, finally find your
girlfriend but have to

deal with her Father,
and when that’s all
over with, go and kill
some Fire Knight to
plunge a sword into

a Pile of Bones and
End the World. 17/10,
Would Play Again.

5 - student writers
by Addysen Kornell ‘25

It’s been roughly
two years since I
graduated college.
Six years since I
had seen my family for that matter.
I thought it would
be nice to go home
for thanksgiving, a
nice surprise for my
family. I did miss
my mom’s homemade stuffing. Oh
my gosh, that stuff
was like heaven in
my childhood. And
hearing a classic
dad joke here and
there at the dinner
table, that would
be nice too. All the
homie memories,
those all got me
through college and
all that hard work
at being a full-time
writer which was my
dream job as a kid.
My parents always
supported me for
wanting that, and
I was grateful for
that. As I boarded
the plane I thought
about my aunt’s
pumpkin pie, how
it would always
make the house
smell of cinnamon
and nutmeg. Oh,
how I hated being
away from them.
Me and my brothers, always making a mess in the
kitchen, throwing
flour at each other,
my uncle smoking
the turkey outside
with my dad. And
then to top it all off,
we would watch
Christmas Vacation.
I know what you’re
thinking. Why
watch a Christmas
movie? Well, it’s our
tradition to watch it.
I grew up with this
tradition and never
stopped it. This specific movie was me

Thanksgiving, a Never Ending Gift
and my mom’s favorite movie. That’s
something me and
her cherish together. I smiled as we
were about to land
in Seattle Washington. We all unloaded
off the plane and
I made my way to
baggage claim to
collect my bag. My
brother, Isaac, who
was in on my surprise plan texted me
saying he was here
to pick me up, and
he asked what my
terminal was. I responded saying terminal 3. I walked out
of the two sliding
doors just as a blue
ford truck pulled up
a few feet away. I
smiled as a gust of
Seattle wind blew,
making my blonde
locks fly a little. He
got out of the truck
while I set my bag
down and he ran
over to me, swooping me in a hug. He
was slightly taller
than me, even when

I’m wearing heels.
I did miss his playful hugs though,
even if we are only
a year apart, we
still had our playfulness from when
we were kids; I liked
that about us. After
we said our hellos
and I missed yous,
we packed up my
stuff and got in the
truck to head home.
We pulled into the
driveway of the
house my parents
bought when I was
born, even though I
was surprised it was
still standing after
24 years. We got out
and quietly walked
into the house, the
smell of stuffing and
yams cooking in
the kitchen hitting
me like a wave. I
carefully set my bag
down, being extra
careful not to make
a noise so I wouldn’t
blow my cover.
“Mom! I’m home.”
Isaac shouted from
the doorway. “Did

you get the stuff
I asked for!” My
mom’s sweet and
gentle voice replied.
Isaac made his way
towards the kitchen,
gesturing for me to
follow behind. “Yes,
I did. And I also got
you a little extra
something.” He said
rather suspiciously. I rolled my eyes
at his comment
but walked into
the kitchen with a
smile on my face.
“Hi mom.’’ I said,
my mother turning around in utter
shock and surprise.
‘Nailed it!’ I thought
to myself. My mom
set down the stuff
she was working on
and speedily walked
around the island
counter to engulf
me in a long overdue hug. I returned
the hug and held
onto my mom, never wanting to let go.
“Surprise.” I said in a
giggled tone. “And
what a surprise it is.

I’ve missed you so
much, Leaha.” My
mom said her voice
was soft and sweet
as it was when I was
younger. Out of the
corner of my eye I
saw my older brother Dominic, my dad,
Rodrick, my uncle,
Peter, my cousin KC,
and my aunt Tina
walk in from the
living room. “Leaha!”
Dominic said as I
pulled away from
my mom. He came
and gave me a
hug along with the
rest of my family.
After that, we ate
our meal, caught
up on the things
we missed in each
other’s lives and of
course finished it
off with Christmas
Vacation. I couldn’t
have asked for
anything better.
My family was all I
needed in life, and
I couldn’t be more
grateful for them.
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Art Relief

Inside Graphic Design

By Sydney Lund, ‘25
There are many things people like to do
such as sports, volunteering, and writing.
Really the list could go on forever and ever.
Most of the time people are doing things or
going places after school. It can be stressful
in school when you have a lot on your plate.
Being at home can be stressful as well for
some. A way to help with some of your
stress is art, painting, drawing, ect. It might
not sound so appealing but it really does
help. You don’t even have to be great at
art. According to Elizabeth Scott, PhD from
the article Art Activities for Stress Relief
“The creation of art can provide a catharsis
for difficult emotions, a distraction from
stressful thoughts and experiences, and
a chance to get into a state of “flow” that
can be restorative in many ways.” Here are
some fun art ideas if you can’t think of any.

Make an OC
Paint some shoes
Create resin pieces
Watercoloring
Photography
Basically anything that is art

Ellen Wamsley ‘23
Here at Basha, there are several
Career and Technical Education, or CTE classes available to
prepare students to enter the
workforce after graduation. One
such program available is the
Graphic Design class, located in
the F building. Graphic design
involves the creation of visual
content in order to communicate a message, and uses text
and images to meet the needs
of any given project. There are
countless careers to which
graphic design can be applied,
including marketing, product
development, typography, creative direction, or freelancing.
And Basha’s graphic design
class gives students the skills
necessary to succeed in these
fields.
Starting at Graphic Design 1,
every student in the class has
access to professional software, such as Adobe Illustrator
and Photoshop. They have the
opportunity to learn how to use
the software to create logos,
T-shirts, brochures, posters, advertisements, and many other
designs. Graphic Design 2 students take both the CTE exam
for the program and the ACA
Adobe Certification test, which
confirms and certifies their

Basha High School T-shirt lab

designing expertise. Finally,
Graphic Design 3 students create practical designs for clubs
and events around the campus,
such as this year’s homecoming
T-shirts. They are even responsible for compiling the school
newspaper.
Alternatively, Graphic Design 2
and 3 students have the opportunity to take the T-shirt
lab class. In the T-shirt lab, they
can learn how to emulse and
burn screens, then print custom
designs on shirts using a silk
screen press. The students then
apply those skills to create the
shirts for various school clubs
and events. Screen printing is
a meticulous, difficult process,
and the graphic design students have the opportunity to
learn and improve as they use
the T-shirt lab.
Basha Graphic Design is undoubtedly one of the most
interesting, practical, and enjoyable programs available on
campus. Anyone with an interest in technology, art, media, or
screen printing should consider applying for this course. If
you’re looking for a rewarding,
worthwhile, hands-on class,
Graphic Design is the place to
be.
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Message
from the Editior
This edition is a special
edition. We thank all
the Future Business
Leaders of America Club
(FBLA) members and the
talented graphic design
students who made this
issue possible.
We welcome new submissions to be considered for publication.
There is no shortage of
interesting, newsworthy
stories. Basha athletes
need literary writers and
photographic champions to contribute timely
documentation and
imagery highlighting
their successes for every
publication.
All submissions will be
considered for inclusion
in the Spring 2022 edition
of The GRIZZ newspaper.
Please submit an orginal
photography, appropriate by lines along with
250-400 word articles
to Ms Wallace-Ross for
consideration

The Dark Facade that Modern Art Hides
by Lily Sherman ‘22
Black canvases speckled with
black, black with a little green,
and almost-black-but-actually-grey paint seem to have taken
postmodernism art movements
by storm. However, some have
theorized a darker nature that
fuels these ridiculous attempts
at abstract art: money laundering. The art of money laundering
involves the concealment of the
origins of illegally obtained money.
And through the fickle nature of
art, any numerical value can be
assigned to a canvas. This becomes

a student poem

CHRISTMAS POEM
by Addysen Kornell ‘25

Christmas brings us all together
Christmas cheer can be light as a feather
Doesn’t matter if your girl or boy
Some traditions are for all to enjoy
Massive families gather to sing
What joy Christmas can bring
Some gather to trim the tree
Others gather too just be free
Though Christmas traditions make us smile
Every second can make it all worthwhile
Some moments can be a little dim
Just wait, you’re starting at the rim
Holidays make a family bond more bright
Holiday glee gives us all a little light
Snow on the ground is a new kind of thing
Put the popcorn on that string
That tree is looking a little bare
No need for ornament warfare
Come on let’s have some Christmas fun
I don’t want this night to be done

especially true for modern art as
large canvases with color-blocked
rectangles have no discernible skill
that can objectively be priced, unlike realistic or cartoon-ish pieces. If
one needs to hide the trail of felonious money, then they can simply
buy an expensive piece of modern
art and sell it later on. And, as most
of these criminals know, the feds
can’t arrest someone for selling art.
An entire sub-industry that comes
from the dark underbelly of the
modern art movement is being
propped up by gallery owners and
collectors who facilitate the pricing

and selling of pieces to those
looking to cover their tails for a cut
of the money. Furthermore, certain
artists can obtain “brand status”
which allows for their canvases to
sell higher for their name. This attracts money laundering schemes
as brand-name artists can have
pieces sell for millions of dollars.
However, most modern artists
aren’t in control of how their pieces
are sold and shouldn’t be roped in
with the illegal activity that certain
gallery owners/artists take.
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Have a great WINTER
BREAK! See you next
year!
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by Ellen Wamsley

*A History of the Christmas Tree
Staff, Country Living. “The
History of the Christmas Tree
Goes Back Farther than You
Might Realize.” Country Living,
Country Living, 28 Sept. 2020,
https://www.countryliving.
com/life/a45590/christmas-tree-origin/.

