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The Crucible Activity Packet

Overview. 

As we read The Crucible in class you will be expected to complete all of the critical thinking, analysis, and synthesis activities in this packet. 

Additionally, you will be responsible for learning choosing five vocabulary words from each act in the play  to record in the vocabulary section of this packet. 

As the activities in this packet will comprise a significant portion of your grade during the quarter, it is fully expected that you adhere to all of the following guidelines:

· Do not lose this packet. Students who lose this packet will be expected to print a new one off of the teacher’s website on their own time and with their own printer before or after class.

· Unless otherwise specifically directed, respond to all of the questions, prompts, etc. in this packet in complete sentences. Students will not receive credit for responses written in incomplete sentences.

· Complete the chapter assignments in a timely manner. While we will answer many of the questions in this packet as a class, you will be expected to complete some of the activities independently. Do not wait until the last minute to do so or you will not get credit for the individual classwork grades when the various Act assignments are checked during class. 

· Bring this packet to class with you every day. We will be working on these assignments on a daily basis throughout the unit. 

· Write neatly and be professional. You will lose points on the individual assignments and the collective test grade if your packet is crumpled or torn, if you have drawn all over it, or if your handwriting is illegible. 

Students who follow all of the directions above have a wonderful opportunity to earn a very high grade on an assignment. My expectation is that all of my students take full advantage of this opportunity to improve their average.

Anticipation guide for the crucible

True or False:

_____ 1.  The truth and right always prevail.

_____ 2.  It is possible for human beings who appear to be agreeable and normal to be knowingly and fully committed to evil.

______ 3.  Those who condone evil by not protesting it are as guilty as those who commit it. 

______ 4.  Life is worth holding on to at all costs.

______ 5.  In the American justice system, the accused is innocent until proven guilty. 

List the top three sinners in the history of mankind.  Explain briefly why have chosen each.

1.

2.

3.

The following list contains the personal offenses committed by the characters of The Crucible.  Arrange the offense according to your own opinion of the most serious (1) to the least serious (10). 

Vengeance

Adultery

Blind conformity to mass thought

Abuse of power

Lying to protect one’s self

Bearing false witness against another

Cowardice

Lying to protect another

Greed for property

Manipulating other through fear

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.  

Vocabulary Words for The Crucible
Act One

	Vocabulary Word 
	Definition

1 – Merriam-Webster 

2 – Define the word in your own way, make it stick in your mind
	Context in Play (sentence where it is found in the play) – you are given a couple, continue to write the answers in the box as the play continues

	Dissembling
	1 - to hide under a false appearance
2 - 
	Line 30, describing how Abigail is always under false pretenses, like she is worried about her cousin, but not because she is sick. She is worried because she does not want to get caught doing “witchcraft”.

	Corroborate
	1 - to support with evidence or authority
2 - 
	Page 141, as part of the information presented about Mr. Putnam, and that he was a key witness corroborating the accusations of “witchcraft” during the trials.

	 Trepidation  

	1 - a nervous or fearful feeling of uncertain agitation
2 - 
	

	Propriety
	1 – One’s true nature; socially acceptable behavior and speech
2 - 
	

	Deference

	1 - respect and esteem due a superior or an elder
2 - 
	

	Ameliorate

	1 - to make better or more tolerable
2 - 
	

	Subservient
	1 – subordinate, servant, submissive
2 - 
	

	Iniquity

	1 - a wicked act or thing
2 - 
	


Act Two

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition

1 – Merriam-Webster 

2 – Define the word in your own way, make it stick in your mind
	Context in Play (sentence where it is found in the play) 

	Ameliorate

	1 - to make better or more tolerable
2 - 
	

	Indignant

	1 – Showing anger because of something unjust, unworthy, or mean
2 - 
	

	Daft
	1 – Mad, insane

2 - 
	

	Pallor
	1 – Paleness of complexion

2 - 
	


Act Three

	Vocabulary Word 
	Definition

1 – Merriam-Webster 

2 – Define the word in your own way, make it stick in your mind
	Context in Play (sentence where it is found in the play



	Contentious
	1 - exhibiting an often wearisome tendency to quarrels and disputes

2 - 
	

	Effrontery
	1 - shameless boldness

2 - 
	

	Affidavit


	1 – A sworn statement in writing made under oath before an authorized member of the court
2 – 


	

	Deposition


	1 – Testimony taken down in writing under oath

2 - 
	

	Imperceptible


	1 – Extremely subtle

2 - 
	

	Deferentially
	1 – In a manner of showing respect and esteem due to a superior or elder

2 – 


	

	Ipso Facto
	1 – Latin for “by the fact itself”

2 – 


	

	Probity
	1 – Honesty, integrity

2 – 


	

	Callously
	1 – Feeling or showing no emotion

2 – 


	

	Incredulously
	1 – Skeptically, with disbelief

2 – 


	


Act Four

	Vocabulary Word and page number
	Definition

1 – Merriam-Webster 

2 – Define the word in your own way, make it stick in your mind
	Context in Play (sentence where it is found in the play



	Gibbet

	1 – The gallows (where people were hanged)
2 – 


	

	Conciliatory

	1 – Eager to make peace
2 – 


	

	Beguile

	1 – To lead by deception

2 – 

 
	

	Reprieve

	1 – To delay punishment
2 – 


	

	Adamant

	1 - refusing to be persuaded or to change one's mind.
2 - 
	

	Disputation

	1 – Verbal controversy, debate
2 – 


	

	Sibilance


	1 – A hissing sound

2 – 


	

	Tantalized
	1 - to tease or torment by or as if by presenting something desirable to the view but continually keeping it out of reach
2 – 


	


Questions for Act One of The Crucible 
1. Where and when is the opening scene of the play set?

2. Why has Parris sent for Reverend Hale from Beverly?

3. What do we learn about the events in the forest and Abigail Williams' connections with the Proctor family?

4. What does Ann Putnam claim in the play about her dead infant children? 

5. Before the arrival of John Hale, what are some of the subjects for petty disagreement among the characters?

6. According to the stage directions, how does John Hale enter for the first time? 

7. What happens when John Hale interrogates Tituba? How does the scene’s atmosphere become hysterical? 

8. Miller colors the play with dialect, or specific regional speech. Pick out some examples of dialect in this act.  

9. One of Miller's major subjects in the play is the nature of authority. How are each of the following characters linked with the idea of authority in Act One? 

a. Samuel Parris –  

b. Thomas Putnam – 

c. Rebecca Nurse – 

10. How would you describe the atmosphere or mood at the end of this act? What might this atmosphere foreshadow about future events in the town of Salem? 

Defining Hysteria and Examining How it Relates to The Crucible
Directions. Consider the word “hysteria” and other words and phrases associated with it. Then, look up the actual definition for the word and determine which relates most effectively to The Crucible. Brainstorm some examples of “hysteria” from our culture or society. Finally, explain how the word “hysteria” relates to The Crucible. Write all of your answers in the spaces provided. 







Conflicts in Salem: Identifying Problems Developing in Act One of The Crucible 
Directions. Even before the accusations of witchcraft start, the people of Salem seem to be in the middle of many different conflicts. After reading Act One of The Crucible, identify who is fighting with whom as well as the reasons for the conflicts. This will be essential information to know as the community starts tearing itself apart.

	Character 
	Verses
	Character
	Reasons

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	

	
	vs.
	
	


Questions for Act Two of The Crucible 

1. What duty has Mary Warren been performing in Salem? 

2. What does Elizabeth Proctor report to her husband about the trials in Salem? What does she urge John to do? 

3. What gift does Mary Warren present to Elizabeth? 

4. What ominous revelation does Mary Warren make about Elizabeth's reputation?  How does this disclosure serve to make the quarrel between Elizabeth and John even more heated? 

5. What are some of the ways in which John Hale questions Proctor and his wife about their religious faith?  How do the Proctors answer each of the questions and allegations? 

6. What theological argument does John Hale use to explain the causes of the events in Salem? 

7. What conflict does John Proctor face at the end of the act? 

8. Explain how each of the following is an example of verbal, situational, or dramatic irony:

a. Mary's gift of a poppet to Elizabeth – 

b. The one Commandment out of ten that John Proctor can't remember – 

c. Proctor's statement about Abigail at the end of the act, "Good. Then her saintliness is done with." 

9. Explain John Proctor's allusion as he tells Hale, "Pontius Pilate! God will not let you wash your hands of this!" 

10. The end of this act hints that the most important conflict in the play, will take place between two specific characters—a protagonist and an antagonist. Who is the protagonist? Who is the antagonist? 

Speaking like a Puritan – Metaphoric Language from Act Two of The Crucible
Directions. One of the ways Arthur Miller conveys the Puritan Setting and central thematic images of The Crucible is through the use of metaphoric language. Read the following lines from Act Two, and work with your group to determine the meaning behind the metaphors. After looking at the metaphoric language that Miller’s characters speak, create a metaphor to describe Mary Warren, Hale, or Abigail. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
	Metaphor
	Meaning

	Proctor: “a funeral marches round your heart.”
	

	Elizabeth: “the magistrate sits in your heart.”
	

	Proctor: “I will curse her hotter than the oldest cinder.”
	

	Hale: “Theology is a fortress.”
	

	Francis Nurse: “My wife is the very brick and mortar of the church.”
	

	Proctor: “Vengeance is walking in Salem.”
	

	Our Metaphor:
	


Questions for Act Three of The Crucible
1. As the act opens, who is being interrogated, and on what charge? 

2. What is Mary Warren now prepared to tell the court? 

3. What compromise, or deal, does Danforth offer to Proctor? What is Proctor's response? 

4. What does Giles Corey allege in his deposition about Thomas Putnam’s motives?  

5. At what point does John Hale begin to show that he is less than satisfied with the court's procedures? 

6. How does Abigail threaten Danforth? 

7. What confession does Proctor make in open court? How does Danforth test the truth of this confession?  

8. What happens to John Proctor at the end of the act?  

9. How does John Hale show his disapproval? 

10. This act contains much irony. Explain how the following are ironic: 

a. John Proctor's confession – 

b. Proctor's passionate outburst at the end of the act with the court's interpretation of his remarks – 

c. Miller's comment in the stage directions that Abigail, "out of her infinite charity, reaches out and draws the sobbing Mary to her…" –   

Proof and Confessions in Act Three of The Crucible 

Directions. After reading Act Three of The Crucible, complete all of the following directions to recognize how proof and confessions worked during the Salem Witch Trials and to understand the implications faced by the characters in the play.

1. Think about a typical courtroom trial. What constitutes evidence in the trial? What role do eyewitness testimonies, confessions, and character witnesses play in determining guilt or innocence? What other kinds of proof are typically required for a conviction? 

2. Consider the idea of a confession. In our modern society, why would someone confess to a crime if he or she did not commit it? 

3. Why would someone confess to being a witch even though the audience knows it’s not true? Why would someone refuse to confess to being a witch?

4. Reflect on your understanding of Act Three of The Crucible and think about the type of evidence that was used to prove someone guilty of witchcraft. In the space below, list examples from Acts One, Two, and Three of the evidence that was used.

5. Miller uses different kinds of irony in his play to emphasize the senselessness of the accusations and trials. In situational irony, a discrepancy takes place between what is expected or appropriate to happen and what actually does happen. How are the false confessions in Act Three examples of situational irony?

6. Conduct a close reading of the court scene in Act Three. Analyze the arguments to identify logical fallacies, or false and misleading arguments. Write at least three examples of logical fallacies used in Act Three.

Questions for Act Four of The Crucible
1. What is the setting of this act? How much time has elapsed since the end of Act Three? 

2. Immediately after his entrance Governor Danforth remarks on a "prodigious stench." What is the cause of the odor?

3. What does Samuel Parris report about Abigail Williams and Mercy Lewis and why is he afraid for his safety?  What is Danforth's reaction? 

4. Why is Danforth especially nervous about rumors concerning events in Andover?  What are his reasons for receiving no pleas for pardon or for postponement of the executions? 

5. According to John Hale, what is the present condition of the countryside? 

6. According to Elizabeth, how did Giles Corey die? 

7. For what does Elizabeth ask John to forgive her? 

8. Why does Proctor refuse to sign his confession? 

9. Why do you think Danforth is said to be alarmed at the news that Abigail and Mercy Lewis have fled? What inner conflict may this news rouse in him? How does this conflict affect the course of his decisions in this act? 

10. What structural parallel in Act Two is recalled by John's tearing up of his confession near the end of this act? How does this parallel relate to a theme of the play? 

Final Verdicts – Analyzing How Character Action affects Plot and Theme in Act Four of The Crucible
Directions. At the end of The Crucible, both Elizabeth and Proctor make choices that involve personal integrity, and both change their minds. Use the graphic organizer below to help you to recognize the reasons for their choices and understand how these choices impact the plot and the theme of the play. Then, answer the questions that follow.

	Choices and Explanations
	Elizabeth
	Proctor

	At first…
	She goes to Proctor to ask if he will confess.
	He decides to confess.

	Quote and explanation to support why she/he made initial choice
	
	

	Then, she/he changes his/her mind…
	She decides not to go to him at the end to ask if he will confess.
	He decides not to sign his confession.

	Quote and explanation to support why she/he changed her/his mind
	
	


1. Explain why you think that Arthur Miller had his characters make the choices they did in the space provided below. 

2. Did John Proctor reach the right decision at the end of the play?

3. If Proctor had made a different decision at the end of the play, what effect would it have had? Which ending would be more effective? Why?

Plot, Conflict, and Theme for The Crucible
Plot. Record the main events from The Crucible in the spaces provided. 

Exposition:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Rising Action: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Climax: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Falling Action:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Denouement: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Conflict. List three of the main conflicts in The Crucible. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Theme. List three possible themes in The Crucible. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition





Examples








Hysteria





Associated Words





Synthesize





How does the definition of “hysteria” apply to The Crucible? Use specific examples from the text to justify your response.
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