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Understanding Art: History

Art and History

20,000 B.C. -
® Cave Paintings
Artist painted animals he hunted for food.

3,000 - 500 B.C. -
® Egyptian Art
Artists painted the tombs of their kings who believed in life after death. They
were representing religious and everyday lives scenes.

500 B.C. - A.D. 300 -
® Greek and Roman Art
Artists created the ideal human, forming sculptures to honor their gods.
They designed temples in perfect proportion to glorify religious and political
heroes.

courth to Fifteenth Century -
® Byzantine Art
Artists decorated temples and churches with paintings, mosaics and glazes
according to the dictates of the Church and kings. The art told mostly
religious stories.

Fifteenth to Sixteenth Century -
(?) Renaissance Art
Artists were still under Church domination, but they could now develop their
own style. Human figure, landscapes and architecture also became subjects
of art.

Seventeenth to Eighteenth Century -
® Baroque and Rococo Art
The style became more dynamic with emphasis on contrast of dark and light.
Genre subjects became more usual. Most artists were trained in Academies.

Nineteenth to Twenty-first Century -
© Modern and Contemporary



Artists used adventurous new methods to show their feelings about nature,
man and society. They experimented with new materials and processes,
developing their own individual styles.

Art and History - Asian

Timeline of Japanese History

c. 4000 B.C. - A.D. 552
© Archeological Age
Origins of Shinto religion in worship of nature

A.D. 552 - 645
C' Asuka
Buddhism arrives from China and Korea

A.D. 645 - 794
© Nara
Height of Chinese influence

.A.D. 794-1185
© Heinan
Rise of esoteric and Pure Land sects of Buddhism

1185-1336
© Kamakura
Minamoto-no-Yoritomo becomes first shogun (military dictator)

1392-1573
© Muromachi
Rise of Zen Buddhism

1573-1615
© Momoyama
Era of powerful warlords; arrival of Portuguese and Dutch traders

1615-1868
© Edo
Ports closed to foreigners; rise of wood block printing



1868-1912
© Meiji
Commodore Perry opens from Japan; emperor reassumes power from
shoguns

1912-1926
© Taisho

1926-
© Showa

Timeline of Chinese History by Dynasty

c. 1500 - 1028 B.C.
© Shang
360-day calendar is developed

c. 1027-221 B.C.
© Zhou
Writing system is created

221 - 206 B.C.
© Qin
China's named derived from Qin, pronounced, "chin"; Great Wall is built

206 B.C. - A.D. 221
© Han
Confucianism is state philosophy

A.D. 221 - 589
© Six dynasties
Buddhism dominates

581 -618
© Sui
China reunified

^18-907
© Tang
Trade flourished with Central Asia



907 -1279
© Five-dynasties-Song
Woodblock printing widely distributes texts

1279-1368
© Yuan
China ruled by Mongols

1368-1644
© Ming
"Forbidden City" built in Beijing

1644-1911
© Qing
Last imperial dynasty ruled by Manchus

1912-
© Republic of China

Chronology

The Art of Antiquity
Prehistory

Early Stone Age
Jomon

Unknown Asian 9000 B.C. - 300 B.C.
Unknown Mexican 2000 B.C. - 900 A.D.

Middle Stone Age
Unknown Prehistoric A.D. 900 - 1100

Late Stone Age
Unknown 600 B.C. - 200 A.D.
Unknown Mexican 200 - 500 A.D,
Unknown Pre-Columbian 100 B.C. - 700 A.D.
Unknown Teotihuacan 100 B.C. - 700 A.D.

Bronze Age
Unknown Pre-Columbian c. 1100 - 1400

Iron Age
Mesopotamia



Divisionism
Jane Burch Cochran
Miguel Covarrubias
Russ Warren

Showa
Unknown Chinese

1943-
1902 - 1957
1951 -


