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Activity: Collaborative Half-Circle Collage 

Definitions:  

• Abstract Art: A style of art in which shapes, designs, textures and 
colors are represented in a way that may look unrealistic but that 
emphasizes moods or feelings. Abstract art is characterized by the use 
of geometric lines and shapes and bright, bold colors. No concrete 
objects are represented.  

• Color: An element of art. The hue, value and intensity of an object.  
• Shape: An element of art. The outline, edge or flat surface of a form 

such as a circle or a square.  

Art Masterpiece: Rhythm and Electrical Prisms 
by Sonia Delaunay 
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• Cubism: In Cubist artwork, objects are analyzed, broken up and 
reassembled in an abstracted form. Instead of depicting objects from 
one viewpoint, the artist depicts the subject from a multitude of 
viewpoints to represent the subject in a greater context.  

• Orphism: The term "Orphism" was created in 1912 by the French poet 
Guillaume Apollinaire in reference to the paintings of Robert Delaunay 
(Sonia Delaunay’s husband). Apollinaire drew a connection between the 
colorful, cubist-like canvases, and the mythological figure, Orpheus, who 
symbolizes the art of song and lyre. The Greek legend describes Orpheus 
as the ideal, mystically inspired artist.  

• Collaboration: The action of working with someone to produce or create 
something together.  

About the Artist: 

• Sonia Delaunay was born in Russia in 1885. After she married the artist 
Robert Delaunay, she moved to Paris, France. 

• She loved art and loved to find new ways to paint. She became an 
abstract artist, meaning her art did not look like people, places or 
things. Her subjects were just colors, lines and shapes.  

• She loved adding color and design to everything, including blankets, 
fabric and even a car. She even made background sets for the theatre 
and the ballet, as well as their costumes. She wanted people to wear 
her art, to have art in their homes. She took art out of the studio and 
brought it to everyday living. She lived to be 94 years old.  

Possible Questions:  Display both the canvas (Rhythm) and the flat print 
(Electrical Prisms). 

• What colors do you see? Are they bright or faded? 
• What shapes do you see? What shape do you see repeated the most? 
• Describe the lines. Are they straight, curved, short, long? 
• What would you title each of these paintings?  
• What do you think Delaunay was trying to convey with these paintings? 
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Activity: Collaborative Half-Circle Collage 

1) This is a collaborative project. Discuss with the class what it means to 
collaborate. The students will complete their individual project. Then 
their work will be cut in half and they will exchange one half with 
another student. The two halves (one from each student) will then be 
glued together. This is a technique Sonia Delaunay sometimes used with 
her husband, artist Robert Delaunay. 

2) Students begin with a sheet of brightly colored construction paper 
placed in the “tall” position on their desk. Students will glue 2-3 pre-
cut 9-inch strips of construction paper across the width of their paper 
at any height they choose to form the rectangular shapes in the 
background. The background color will show through to create 3-4 
different rectangles total.  

3) Pass out the circle stencils (share all the sizes) and 4-6 construction 
paper squares per student. Have the students use a pencil to trace 
various sizes of circles onto the paper and cut them out with scissors. 
Students should cut at least 4-6 circles of various sizes and colors. 
Hand out 2-3 smaller pre-cut circles to save time. 

4) Have the students select 7-10 circles of various sizes and colors. The 
students should arrange the circles on their page from big to small, 
sometimes overlapping. The circles should be placed on or near the 
vertical center of their large “base” piece of construction paper (that 
already has the rectangular paper strips attached). Make sure the 
students are working with their paper in the vertical position. 

5) When they are pleased with their arrangement, have the students glue 
their circles into place. 

6) Using a paper cutter, have an adult cut the work of each student 
exactly down the middle to create two equal halves (cut vertically). The 
students will then exchange one half with another student. Have the 
students glue the two different halves to a sheet of neutral-colored 
paper, making sure the seams meet neatly in the middle. The students 
should write their names on the back of their paper and their 
collaborative partner’s paper to identify who created which side.  
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7) Volunteer: To avoid dried-on glue, the paper cutter blade should be 
VERY CAREFULLY cleaned with a damp paper towel or baby wipe, and 
dried with a paper towel. The blade is very sharp, so do not allow your 
fingers to touch it!  

Materials Needed: 

• Brightly colored 9 x 12-inch Construction paper (Base)  
• Rectangular 9-inch strips of paper in various widths (between 2-6 

inches wide, 2-3 strips per student) 
• Glue  
• Circle Stencils (2 Ice Cream Tubs contain many sizes to share around) 
• Construction paper squares of various size and color (4-6 per student) 
• Pencils  
• Scissors 
• Pre-cut paper circles of various size and color (2-3 per student) 
• Art Masterpiece paper cutter (FOR ADULT USE ONLY) 
• Neutral-colored paper, 9 x 12-inch, to use as a 2nd base for gluing the 

two collaborative halves together. Color is irrelevant because it won’t 
show. 
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Artwork Examples:  

 

            

 

           


