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Lesson 7 Concluding Sentences

 

Most paragraphs end with concluding or closing sentence. A concluding sentence lets the reader know the

paragraph is coming to a close. It restates the topic sentence in a different way and ties the paragraph together.

 

Practice

1.       Humans have known that earthworms have been vital to enriching Earth's rich soil all throughout history.

Egyptian Queen Cleopatra called earthworms sacred. The Greek philosopher Aristotle said earthworms were

the intestines" of the soil.  In 1881 Charles Darwin stated, "It may be doubted whether there are many

other creatures which have played so important a part in the history of the world." 

Which sentence would make the best addition to the end of this paragraph?

a) Could Earth support mankind without the earthworm?

b) People throughout history have understood that earthworms are extremely important.

c) Charles Darwin was a scientist.

d) Aristotle was a Greek philosopher and scientist.

 

2.       Earthworms may be divided into three categories. The Endogeic or soil dwellers live in the top foot of

soil. The Epigeic or litter dwellers live on the decomposing plant material in wooded area. The third type is

the Anecic or the deep burrowers. The Anecic worm lives several feet under the ground. They drag organic

matter from the surface to their burrows.  

Which sentence would make the best conclusion to the end of this paragraph?

a)  These three types of worms have been given Greek names meaning "up from the earth", "within the

earth", and "upon the earth".

b)  Earthworms live anywhere the climate is not too hot or too cold, or too wet or too dry.

c)  Earthworms vary greatly in size.

d)  During cold months worms become dormant or move to warmer locations such as the compost pile.

 

3.      Have you ever bitten into a nice juicy apple only to find that a worm had already been there? The apple

worm is really the caterpillar of the codling moth. The young hatch from eggs the size of pin heads and feast

on apples for about a month. When the caterpillar is about a half-inch long it leaves the apple and spins a

cocoon. After a month the adult moth emerges.

Which sentence would make the best addition to the end of this paragraph?

a)  Apples are an extremely healthy food to eat.

b)  Moths and butterflies are different in several ways.

c)  Sometimes three generations of the codling moths may live in the orchard in just a year.

d) The codling moth is a pesky varmint.

 

4.      The codling moth is native to Europe. Settlers brought the moth to North America with apples in about

1750. The moth moved westward across the United States and finally reached California in 1874. The moth

damages apples, pears and even English walnuts.

Which sentence would make the best addition to the end of this paragraph?

a)  Several harmful insects have reached North America by transporting plants across the Atlantic Ocean.



b)  Farmers have lost millions of dollars in crops due to the codling moth.

c)  The only thing worse than biting into an apple and finding a worm, is biting into an apple and finding only

half a worm.

d)  Moths are attracted to the light.

 

5.      The symbol of the worm may be found in several figurative language phrases. When you are referring to

a controversial issue you may say, "Don't open that can of worms." A person whom you do not respect may

be called a worm. When you are in an awkward situation you may try to "worm your way out of it". One type

of computer virus is known as a worm.

Which sentence would make the best addition to the end of this paragraph?

a)  Americans use many figurative language phrases that do not have literal meanings.

b)  Once my computer was attacked by a worm that came through on an e-mail.

c)  On one television show I watched, the team had to try to figure out which person playing the game was

the worm.

d)  In each of these phrases the word worm has a negative undertone.

 

 

Review these rules:

1. Start your paragraph with a topic sentence.

Topic sentence = a sentence that explains what you are going to write about.  It should have a subject, a verb,

and a main idea.

2. Add supporting sentences.

Supporting sentences = more information about your topic. 

3. End with a concluding sentence

Conclusion = an ending sentence that explains what your paragraph is about. You are restating your topic or point.

This keeps the reader focused.

If you want to, you can add a concluding comment after the concluding sentence.
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Activity
 

After making Mud Cake write the directions for how the cakes were made. Be sure

to include a topic sentence, detail sentences, and a conclusion sentence.
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Sources of Information
The Codling Moth or Apple Worm http://www.newton.dep.anl.gov/natbltn/300-399/nb397.htm
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2. a

3. c

4. b

5. d
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