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North Pole

Equator

Direction of 
Earth's rotation

Air moving south from the pole 
is deflected to the right because 
the air moves east slower than 
the ground beneath it does.

Air moving north from the 
equator is deflected to the 
right because the air is 
moving east faster than the 
ground beneath it is.
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Holt Earth Science  The Atmosphere

The Coriolis Effect

 1. The curved path described by the Coriolis effect is due to what Earth feature?

 

 

 2. The Coriolis effect is due to differences in the speed of what? 

 

 

 3. In general, on what objects is the Coriolis effect detectable?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4. Which area of Earth travels farthest and fastest during one rotation of Earth?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


