Hamilton High School:  Core Biology
Kim Polus, D205

Welcome to Biology,

Hamilton High School is a great place to be a student and a teacher. Our science department is one of the best in AZ and we are very proud of that status. As your Biology teacher this year, I am happy to welcome you to the study of life.

We will begin right away learning curriculum and focusing the work ethic and behavior on the topic at hand.  The class will be challenging but fun.  We are learning a curriculum that is diverse and multilevel.  This class has a strong demand for “hands on” types of experiments and activities.  We will be performing as many labs as possible using the scientific method as our guide.  With your hard work, dedication, and desire to achieve I am certain that you will do well in class.

I hold all students to a high degree of respect, responsibility, and accountability.  It is important that we follow a code of conduct that includes respect for all people and property, as well as, appropriate language and actions in class and out.  All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry. As members of the Hamilton High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability, or sexual orientation. We will strive to be all-inclusive and open-minded about the people we share class with as well as the content we will study. An enthusiastic attitude and strong work ethic are important to your achievement on both fronts.  I encourage you to give your best effort academically and personally.  I will do the same.

The science department at Hamilton is striving to continue to be the best.  Together, the students and staff are making this “Dare to Dream” a reality.

I know this will be a great year.  Let’s make it one together.  Adjust your attitude for learning and fun.

Year Plan:  

Use of the scientific method will be a focus throughout the school year.


Semester One



Semester Two

Quarter 1:  



Quarter 3:  

Scientific Method and Graphing

History of Life, Evolution and Natural Selection 


Characteristics of Life


Classification of Organisms

Chemistry of Life


Populations and Ecosystems




Cells (structure, function, transport)
Communities

Cellular Respiration


Environment, Human Interactions



Photosynthesis



Viruses/Bacteria

Quarter 2:  



Quarter 4:  

Cell Cycle, Mitosis, and Meiosis
Continue Viruses/Bacteria

DNA and Protein Synthesis

Protists


Genetics and Heredity


Plants





Animals
Materials Needed:
1. All students need a binder or pocket folder for this science class.  Each student must have a place to hold/store papers (notes, handouts, etc.). [These stored papers will be needed to study for exams.]
2. Each student will need a set of colored pencils (at least 3 colors).  Or three different colored pens.  
3. A highlighter is also necessary.
4. A box of tissues for an assignment in the first week.
Class Rules:
1. Follow the classroom procedures below:

a. Follow all school rules.

b. Always follow directions.

c. Do not leave your seat without permission.

d. Raise your hand to ask a question or make a comment.

e. Do not speak while others are speaking.

f. Begin working on the warm-up when the bell rings.

2. Respect the rights and property of others.

3. No food, gum, drinks in class.  (Water bottles are the only exception.)  THIS IS A SCIENCE LAB!!

***Gum chewing will result in the assignment of ASD to clean gum off desks and other equipment in the classroom.

4. No cell phones, radios, ipods or other electronic devices may be used in class for personal means.  (They will be confiscated if used or seen and turned in to security.)  

***Cell phones:  if used, heard, or visible during test/quiz is considered cheating. A zero will be recorded for that score and a referral written.

5. No profanity.  Use polite social language in a school setting.

6. Keep your hands, feet, and other objects to yourself.

7. Follow the dress code. 
Grading:


Grades will be averaged on a 40-40-20 grade scale.  Percentages will be inserted into the formula explained below.  Grades on the margin will NOT automatically be rounded up to the next higher grade.  Grading includes the following categories:  homework, participation (which does include attendance!), classwork, labs/activities, quizzes, tests/projects.  Homework will be assigned randomly and is expected to be completed with a best effort given.  ASD could be assigned for anyone who does not turn in a properly completed paper/project/assignment.

ASSESSMENT
 

60%

A = 90-100%
To calculate grades, these marks are 

(Tests, Quizzes, Projects)





weighed as follows:

   






B = 80-89%

  1st quarter grade times two = 2X

LABS/ACTIVITIES


20%

C = 70-79%

  2nd quarter grade times two = 2Y








D = 60-69%

  Final exam or project grade times CLASSWORK/









 one = Z

HOMEWORK/PARTICIPATION
20%

F = < 60%
Semester average is determined by using the 




100%



formula:                           

    2X + 2Y + Z





5
Extra Credit:  There will be NO extra credit work given out.  You need to be in class doing your best each day and then you won’t need any extra credit.
1. ALL students must check their grade in IC on a regular basis. Parents should access the Parent Portal in IC to check grades as well. 

2. There may be periodic assignments that students can do to earn extra credit.  These assignments will be offered to all students and will fall mainly toward the end of a quarter or semester.

3. At no time will individual students be given extra credit to improve an individual grade.  Keep up and do all work on time when assigned.

Tardies:
1. You are tardy if you are not in your seat and prepared with materials out when the bell rings.

Any student who is tardy to class may be assigned ASD from 2:15 to 3:25 the following day.  
Absences:

Attendance in school is very important.  You cannot do your best and know the content of this class to any great degree if you do not attend on a regular basis.  A participation grade will be taken each day and one point will be given for attendance. You will lose points for warm-ups on days you are absent as well.  It is a problem for all of us if your attendance is low. Any student is subject to being dropped from the class if they accumulate more than 9 absences. 
Excessive Absences

A.R.S. §15-803 (B) states that absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds ten percent of the number of required attendance days prescribed in A.R.S. §15-802. Ten percent equates to nine (9) days of absences per semester regardless of whether they are excused or unexcused. Students with excessive excused absences will be required to provide medical documentation to remain in class and excuse any further absences. If additional absences occur, and medical documentation is not provided, the student will be referred to administration.


If and when you are absent:

1. It is your responsibility to get your own make-up work from the teacher.

2. You have ONE day for each day absent to make up the work.

3. After one day you will lose points for that assignment (10% per day).  It will be counted late for two other class periods and then will count for no points.

4. If you miss a lab or activity that cannot be made up on your own, you must schedule a time with the teacher to make it up.  If you do not show at scheduled time and date you forfeit the points for that assignment.
Student Expectations:
1. Attend class on time, with all needed materials.

2. Participate in activities and discussions.

3. All assignments completed on time.

4. Any student that does not have completed homework assignment on due date may be assigned tutoring from 2:15 to 3:25 the following day.  There will NOT be a bus to take you home on those days.  7th hour students may have detention at another time as assigned by the dean.
5. Ask questions.  (The only stupid question is the one that was not asked.)

6. Always follow classroom and lab rules as posted and as discussed in the opening week of school.

7. At every opportunity do your best.

Student Responsibilities:
1. Get and then do make-up work when absent.

2. Be in your seat starting the warm-up when the bell rings.

3. All information in class is potential test material (lecture, labs, homework, handouts, etc.).  

IMPERATIVE:  STUDY for tests/quizzes!

4. Attend conference or come in on free time for extra help. (see tutoring schedule attached)
5. Full name and date on all papers and assignments.  Neat and clean work turned in.  Sloppy work will NOT be graded.  It may be returned to be neatly redone and handed in again on a newly specified date.

6. Adherence to the class rules and code of conduct.
Possible Consequence(s) for any safety, behavioral, attendance, or other disciplinary issue(s): 


Not in any particular order. Depends on the severity of the issue/offense.
1. Warning to student. (May include reprimand/discussion/redirection in class, teacher/student reprimand/discussion/redirection in the hall.)

2. Call or email home to parent/guardian.

3. May be assigned ASD with me to “work off” the indiscretion. (“work off” includes, but not limited to, cleaning desks and/or lab area, cleaning/washing lab equipment, returning lab equipment to storage, helping collect and throw out recycle papers, scraping gum)

4. Referral to the dean/assistant principal for their grade level. 
Teacher Help:
I am known to run into class each day at 7:00am.  I have my own children at home and find it 

difficult to leave too early in the morning.   On the days that I am in early, I am often working on lesson planning or making copies. Due to that, mornings will not be the best time to find me.  I will be available most Th/F during conference. I will be available every Wednesday and Thursday from 2:40 until 3:40. I am often available most days after school, but meetings and planning may interfere.  However, I reserve Wednesday and Thursday specifically for tutoring. If you need extra help and cannot stay on Wed. or Thurs. it would be best if you come to me and plan a time to work together. Please plan ahead when possible.  
The following is the Core Biology team of teachers tutoring schedule.  There are five of us and we will be available to all Core Biology students in the locations, dates, and times specified.  If you need help on a day when I am not available, please plan to see one of the other teachers at their assigned time.  All are great and will be happy to help you with whatever you need.

	CORE Bio Tutoring 2018 - 2019

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	 Sears- D214
2:15-TBD
	Mitchell-D210

6:55-7:20 
	Hale-N101
2:15-TBD
	Hale-N101

2:15-TBD
	 Straube-D207
6:55-7:20

	Mitchell-D210
3:10-3:40
	Sears- D214

2:15-TBD
	Polus  D205
2:40-3:40
	Polus  D205

2:40-3:40
	Straube-D207
2:15-2:45


Mandatory tutoring may be assigned by your Biology teacher per parent request, based on grade performance, and/or teacher/administrator recommendation.  Missing a mandatory tutoring assignment may result in a referral to the sophomore discipline system.
To Contact Me:
Sending e-mail is great.  As a matter of fact, I am much better at communicating through e-mail than over the phone.  It seems to be quicker and easier.  You may ask questions or send in homework through e-mail.  During the week, I will look at it daily.  However, I will not view it over the weekend or at home in the evenings.  My Email address is as follows;   polus.kim@cusd80.com .  To leave a message on voice mail, call 480-883-5142.  Check my teacher page on the Hamilton High website for current topics of study, important dates, etc., www.hamiltonhuskies.com .
I do reserve the right to make changes in policy and adjust class as I see necessary.  If any changes need to take place, I will notify you before they are formally implemented.
If you have gotten this far… 
Thank you for reading!! 
Kim Polus
CONTRACT FOR SUCCESS:  Core Biology – Ms. Polus  

Name: ____________________________
Date: _______________________
Period: _____________

STUDENT:
· I have read and gone over the Core Biology Course Syllabus with Ms. Polus or online.

· I understand good attendance is vital to my success and being on time is a sign of maturity and shows I value my education and myself.

· I promise to respect school property, the property of my classmates, and the property of my teacher.

· I promise to behave in class, showing respect for myself by acting in a mature and responsible manner. I understand my behavior reflects on my family, my community, my culture, and on myself.

· I promise to work to the best of my ability, always keeping in mind that the skills I learn are lifelong values.

X____________________________________

___________________________________

Student Signature






Print Name
PARENT/GUARDIAN:
· I will set high expectations for my son or daughter.

· I will help my son or daughter live up to the contract as set forth in the Core Biology Course Syllabus.

· I will work with the teacher and feel free to contact her if I have questions or concerns about my student’s progress. [480-883-5142 or polus.kim@cusd80.com]

· I give permission for my student to use the internet as an educational tool in the classroom under the supervision of the teacher. (Refer to the student handbook on the HHS website for computer regulations.)

· I have read the Core Biology Course Syllabus found at www.hamiltonhuskies.com, faculty-Kim Polus. 
X____________________________________

___________________________________


Parent Signature






Print Name
TEACHER:
· I promise to be prepared each and every day with a lesson that is geared toward making the student self-sufficient, literate in biological science, and prepared for the world of work.

· I promise to respect individual differences among students, yet treat each student equally as to assigning work and giving grades. There may be differentiation in work assignments, but all will perform equal work to receive grades.

· I promise to contact parents/guardians with any signs of difficulty in attendance, work habits, or behavior in order to remedy the situation before the student gets to a point where they are unable to pass the class.

· I promise not to pass any student who does not deserve to pass the class, realizing that doing so is a disservice to everyone. 

· I promise to be available for help after school and during Th/F conference time. (See tutoring schedule.)

· I promise to show the utmost respect for students and parent/guardians.
