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DIVERSITY STATEMENT

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Honors Chemistry is a college-prep, pre-AP, laboratory-based science course designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the chemical nature of the world around us from the microscopic level of atoms and molecules to the macroscopic level of world we live in. Students will:

· Apply the knowledge of major concepts in chemistry to analyze problems and evaluate given situations.

· Use scientific methodology to collect and analyze data, solve problems, and communicate their findings.

· Conduct scientific research inside and outside the classroom. 

Students will conduct a variety of relevant, “hands-on” chemistry investigations.  These investigations emphasize experimental design, data analysis and the application of concepts learned.  Technology is used extensively throughout the class for collecting, analyzing and presenting data.

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED

· The Nature of Chemistry: Matter, scientific method, measurement and energy.

· The Structure of Matter: Atomic structure, electron configurations, and the periodic table of the elements.

· Interactions of Matter: Kinetics, thermodynamics, chemical formulas, bonding, molecular shapes and chemical reactions and equations. 

· Stoichiometry: The mole and the math of chemical equations.

· States of Matter: Chemistry of gases, solids, and liquids.

· Solutions: Chemistry of solutions, including acids and bases.  

DIRECTED RESEARCH- Science Research

Each student will be required to complete a scientific research project.  Students will work in research groups of up to three students.  Research topics of interest will be researched in the first few weeks of class.  Students will be required to spend time on their projects outside of class, as minimal class time will be available for acquiring materials, experimentation, and report writing.  Each student will receive a project packet outlining due dates, research methods, and grading policy prior to beginning their research. Guidance in research question selection, experimental procedure design and data analysis will be provided.  To culminate their project, students are required write a complete scientific journal article and give a ten minute presentation on their research to their class. If any part of the science research is not received, the student will receive an incomplete grade.
Students are strongly encouraged to participate in the district and Arizona Science and Engineering Fairs, as well as the other Chandler District School Fairs during the spring semester.  
MATERIALS NEEDED  
· Pencils and pens (daily writing tool of choice)

· Colored pencils

· 3 ring binder, at least 1½ “ wide

· Loose Leaf Paper

· Scientific Calculator

· Student Planner (optional)
GRADING POLICY

Quarter grades will be calculated based on student test scores, quizzes, lab reports, journals, homework, projects, and presentations.  Grades are based on cumulative points per quarter and the percentage of possible points awarded. Letter grades are based on the following percentages:                                         
	Categories
	
	 

	Tests & Quizzes
	=
	50%

	Laboratory 
	=
	30%

	Homework /Classwork
	=
	20%

	 
	
	


	  Grades

   100%-90%    =   A                                        
	
	

	   80%-89%  
	=
	B

	   70%-79%
	=
	C

	   60%-69%
	=
	D

	 59% and less 
	=
	F


Semester Grades are calculated as follows:

First Quarter = 40%       Second Quarter = 40%       Final Exam = 20%

Each student will keep a running total of points and percentages in their binder so they are aware of their grade at all times.

PROGRESS REPORTS & COMMUNICATION
Progress reports will be sent home periodically for review.  It is up to the student to make sure their grades are correct and all assignments have been turned in and recorded appropriately.  Parents can access their child’s grades and assignments by going to the school’s website and clicking on Parent Connect.  Students’ information is only accessible by using an individualized password assigned by the school.  Parents may contact office personnel/counselor for their child’s password.
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

CONDUCT POLICY
In accordance to the student handbook, students have a responsibility to demonstrate respect for other students, faculty, staff, community members and equipment. You must also abide by school rules and regulations in order to provide a safe and positive learning environment. Profanity will not be tolerated!  

Consequences for disruptive behavior:

1st offense: warning to student

2nd offense: call to parent and detention

3rd offense: referral to administration  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

It is important to be present every day in class.  If you are absent, PLEASE have your parent or guardian call or email to excuse you. Your grade will reflect your attendance in this class.  If you accumulate 10 days of unexcused or excused absence, you may be subject to failing the class.  You must be in your seat prepared for class before the bell rings or you will be marked tardy.  Tardiness will not be tolerated and is subject to consequences such as 5 min Lunch detention. A warning will be issued for the 1st. The 2nd & 3rd tardiness will result in a phone call to the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s) and a 5min lunch detention.  Any further tardy after 3 will be subject to a referral to administration.

MAKE-UP POLICY

· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed work.  
· Many labs will consist of consumable materials, so timely make-ups are imperative.  Labs must be made up after school or by appointment within 1-week of the associated absence.  

· Late assignments will  NOT  be accepted. If the student has an excused absence they have the same number of days as excused to make up work for full credit, otherwise assignments turned in after will receive “0” credit. Time extensions can be given on a case-by-case basis with suitable justification.  Students requesting a time extension should meet with the instructor to discuss a new due date.
· Unexcused Absences will receive no credit for the day for classwork and homework!!!
CONFERENCE PERIOD POLICY

Conference period will be on Wednesday and Thursday. During this time students are only allowed out of the classroom if they have a pass signed by a teacher or a properly designated color club pass.  The library is not available during conference.  Students should use this time to study or read, NO EXCEPTIONS.  

SAFETY

This is a laboratory course which utilizes a variety of chemicals.  For your safety, food and drinks are not permitted in class.  Bottled water is permitted. Closed-toed shoes are required during any laboratory experiments.  Any unsafe behavior in the lab is cause for immediate dismissal from all lab activities and referral to the administration for further action.

CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES

If electronic devices (e.g. ipod / ipad) or cell phones are seen or heard in class they will be collected from the student and brought to a location where a parent or guardian may pick the item up after school.  Although there will be some occasions students will use their phones for research or games.  Students will not be allowed to use a cell phone as a calculator.

Learning should be a fun and positive experience.  Student: you are expected to make an honest effort, achieve to the best of their ability and maintain a positive attitude.  Please let me know what I can do to facilitate your success in Honors Chemistry.  Parents and guardians, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns regarding your child or the course.  Together we can make this an exciting year, as we explore how chemistry governs the world in which we live.
As the student, you are responsible for reading and understanding all of the information included in this handout.  Keep this copy in your notebook for reference.       

 Onward and Upward.  Go Bears!  
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                                                 Honors Chemistry

Course Statement Acknowledgement

2018-2019
I acknowledge that I have read over the course statement for Honors Chemistry.  I understand the student’s role and responsibilities associated with the course.  I understand that if I have any questions or concerns regarding the course grade, content, or requirements, I can contact the teacher.

Please return this signed form to the teacher by 
_______________________



_________________________

DAY Contact phone number



Preferred  Parent/Guardian Email address

______________________________


_______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Print Name

_________________________________

_____________________________

Student Signature




Print Name

*************************************************************************************************
This course will utilize the Internet at school for research purposes.  Please sign below to give your child permission to use the Internet in accordance with the Basha High School Electronic Information Services User Agreement, which may be found in the Student Planner.  This paper is for my file only and does not replace the Internet Access Permission Form found on the Student Planner, which must also be turned in. 

Please indicate your permission by signing below 
_______________________________   Yes, I give my daughter/son permission to participate in Internet Activities.
_______________________________   No, I do not give my daughter/son permission to participate in Internet Activities.
