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Arizona College Prep. High School
 Honors English 9 (2022-2023)
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Ian Johnson, MEd 

ROOM:  C211
PHONE:  480-424-8841
E-MAIL:  Johnson.ian@cusd80.com    
OFFICE HOURS: Mondays/Thursdays from 2:30-3:30 (otherwise by appointment)
TEACHER WEBSITE

Please visit my staff site from the ACP homepage for a copy of this syllabus and class updates. Students: our main logistical and informative hub is on Google Classroom where you will, also, upload most assignments.
      
STUDENT MATERIALS
· Durable two-pocket folder (no fasteners in the middle) for daily work, handouts, etc. One pocket is for stuff to “SAVE” for the year; the other is for stuff to “SUBMIT” soon.
· Composition notebook (no spirals) for notetaking, brainstorming, etc.; this notebook is for work you keep to study from and gauge your knowledge growth over time
· College-ruled, lined notebook paper; this is for assignments you turn in
· Pencils and pens (blue or black ink only)
· A few differently colored highlighters
· Parents: access to Infinite Campus

· Students: access to Google Classroom 
 

SCHOOL PROVIDED MATERIALS
· McDougal Littell, Literature 9 Textbook 

· Required quarterly texts 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

Honors English 9 engages students in a high level of language arts study to prepare them for Advanced Placement (AP) English and college study. The course will strengthen students’ skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening (literacy), as well as analyzing and arguing (critical thinking) to help them identify more closely with what they read and articulate findings more effectively, particularly within the essay form. Students will be working with poetry, short stories, world myths and the following extended works of fiction: To Kill a Mockingbird-1st qtr; The Odyssey-2nd qtr; Romeo and Juliet-3rd qtr; and 1984-4th qtr. Students additionally explore non-fiction articles to make connections between the literature we are reading and today’s world. In part to enrich our class discussion, students research a contemporary issue related to the major literary work we are reading each quarter. Additionally, at least once per quarter, students write and share personal narratives about their own lives in relation to the themes of the literature. Doing so aims at creating a greater bond between the individual and the spoken word, as well as between each other. 
*CLASSROOM RULES 

1. Your cell phone and any other e-devices need to be properly stowed away in our “Detach to Connect” Station before the opening bell officially begins class. Keep all electronic devices turned off during class time.
2. Speak softly: don’t yell across the room. Don’t disrupt the learning environment for those trying to think, to write, etc. 
3. Listen loudly, i.e. practice active listening, taking turns on when to speak.
4. Show respect: treat others kindly and considerately, the way you wish to be treated. Also take care of school property; for instance, make sure your desk isn’t touching any walls as this contact will scuff up the paint.
5. Be professional: be on time, be on task, speak appropriately, and do your best work.
* NEVER bring in snacks containing nuts or a snack with warnings about nuts on the packaging. Students have severe allergies and a reaction can be life-threatening.
CLASS PROCEDURES
1.
If the door is open and it’s the passing period before your class, enter the room. Do not ask if it’s okay to come in. C211 is your classroom. Some teachers have you wait to be admitted entry. When the door is open, I do not. I will usually greet you at the door before class, but I am not always able to do so.
     2.
Put your phone and other devices in your assigned cell phone holder.
     3.
Get out your C.A.R.H. (composition book, academic planner, English folder, and homework)
     4.
Write down (or copy/paste) any new homework into your planner or calendar
     5.
Begin the bell work on the screen 
     6.
Sometimes on block days, we will take a 5-10 minute ‘brain break’ to play a game in the hallway. Cell phones are not permitted during such times.

CLASS DISMISSAL

1. Don’t start packing up until given permission to do so. 
2. After given permission to clean up, please pick up your trash, return any supplies, and straighten up the desks.
3. You will be dismissed when the bell rings.

GRADING
Please check Infinite Campus for grades. This class utilizes a standard 40/40/20 semester grade. The first two quarters account for 80% of the semester grade, the final 20%. All assignments fall within the following two categories, weighted by their point value:  

1. Assessments: 70% of your total grade (demonstrate what you know)
Generally writing assignments that have been through the revision process 

Vocabulary/Grammar sentences

Major papers (turnitin.com submission required)

Timed writing assessments
Projects and presentations

Quizzes (short answer, multiple choice, etc.)
Other formative and summative assignments, which I assess for student progress
2. Practice: 30% of your total grade (demonstrate how you’re learning)
Generally, assignments of lesser point value

Most homework assignments

Annotations

All assignments are weighted according to points, so the more time consuming and difficult the assignment, the more points awarded. Grades will be updated and managed online via Infinite Campus. Graded work will be returned to students within 1-2 weeks after the due date depending on the type of assignment. Because this class is about developing skills and is based on performance, extra credit does not exist. 

GRADING SCALE: Grades will be calculated using the standard grade scale:

100-90%     
A

89-80          
B

79-70          
C

69-60          
D

Below 60    
F

Rounding Grades: students on the border between letter grades at the end of the quarter and/or semester may be given the higher grade, if they have participated regularly in class and do not have assignments missing. To clarify: an 89.49% is NOT “on the border” so will not be considered for rounding while an 89.5% would be considered
 
TUTORING
See Office Hours above. I am available for tutoring after school on Mondays and Thursdays. Also we can meet for one-on-one time during “Advisory” period.
HOMEWORK

Homework consists of reading assignments, annotations on reading, and writing assignments. Typically assignments are due to Google Classroom by 11:59 PM on the date specified. Stay apprised to Google Classroom for any changes to due dates.
LATE WORK

You will incur a deduction of one letter grade each day an assignment is late. For instance, are you three days late on an assignment? Then the highest score you can earn is in the 70th percentile. If I mistakenly leave an assignment blank and you never follow-up about it, the assignment will become a zero. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY
ACP High School’s attendance policy will be followed as stated in the Student and Parent Handbook. Students must be seated in their assigned seats at the beginning of the period. Attendance will be taken promptly at the beginning of the class period while students are completing their bell work assignment on-screen.
MAKE UP WORK 

Please do not email and request homework. My email would be no different than what is already posted on Google Classroom. Please DO email, however, if any directions for your make-up work are unclear. Again, absent work will be on my websites (faculty page, Google Classroom). When a student is absent, it is up to him or her to verify the work he or she missed; to complete the work; and finally, to submit the work within the teacher-designated time frame. If a student is absent when an assignment is given, the student will have one day for each day of absence to make up the assignment. Students present when an assignment is given and then absent on the day it is due are expected to turn in their assignment upon returning to class. 
When a student has a reading schedule and returns after an absence, he or she should return with the material read. All this said, the teacher is reasonable and empathetic. He’s willing to consider extenuating circumstances in each case, pending that the student initiates the conversation the day he or she returns from the absence. Learn and practice self-advocacy!!!   
MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

All major writing assignments are to be typed and uploaded to turnitin.com by the appointed time and due date.

Unless specified, hard copies will not be turned into the teacher. 
 Use MLA formatting:  

Single-sided
Times New Roman font

12 pt. type
Double-spaced

1 inch margins 
Correct headers, headings, in-text citations, and a “Works Cited” page (NOT in quotes) 
FINAL EXAMS

Common finals are made at the district level and taken throughout CUSD. Final exams are around 35-40 questions, all multiple choice and featuring fiction and non-fiction reading comprehension; students have a passage or a poem and answer questions about the passage or poem. The way to study is, quite simply, to pay attention and work hard all year since you won’t know what texts or authors will appear on the final. Keep up on your at-home reading assignments.
DISCIPLINE 
If a student’s behavior causes recurring and/or serious disruptions, I will first give him or her a verbal warning. Next comes a private one-on-one conversation with the student in the hallway. We will try and figure out a solution to the problems you’re having in English. If these steps prove ineffective, further disciplinary interventions will become necessary, namely, a teacher-parent conference and referral to administration.  
PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the act of copying or borrowing the work or ideas of another and then passing it off as one’s own. This includes copying from other print or online sources, using previous assignments for current assignments, and of course, copying from other students. Plagiarism often takes the form of a failed paraphrase: the student fails to adequately change the wording and sentence structure of a quote AND/OR hasn’t attributed the ideas to the original author. Here is a resource to prevent this problem (note the “Six Steps”): https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/paraphrasing.html   

Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. Thus, students who commit plagiarism will not receive credit for their work and will be referred to administration for additional discipline. Both the student who copies and the student who allows another person to copy will be penalized. If you have any questions on the definition or forms of plagiarism, please see me to discuss the matter.
ADDITIONAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
1. Email – Most of the information you need can be found on my websites. However, if you need to contact me with specific questions, email is the best way to do it. I respond to emails at the end of each workday. I do not regularly check email at home. If you email me, please allow 24 hours for a response. 

2. Homework Questions – Some homework must be completed the day after it is assigned. If you have questions on homework, please see Google Classroom to check for clarification. If you do not find the clarification you’re looking for, please ask a classmate for help or myself. You are expected to have completed as much of the assignment as possible. 

3. Sign-in/Sign-out Policy and Restroom Passes – Only one student can use the restroom at a time (i.e. there’s a single pass for the class). Be sure to use the restroom on your way to class; passing periods are 7-minutes in length for this purpose. Do not wait until the end of passing period to use the restroom. If you do, you will be marked tardy. Please sign out and take the pass with you if you leave the room for any reason. And when you return (as promptly as possible!) sign in. Do not take your cell phone or any other devices with you.
4. Self-Advocacy – I encourage you to advocate for yourself: ask questions when you do not understand something and come to office hours when you need additional help. Together we can take care of as many concerns as possible. Also, I’m always open to hearing from parents and addressing their questions and concerns. Still, in the name of professionalism and becoming an adult, I encourage you to take the lead in these matters whenever possible.

5. Mindfulness – Students oftentimes become bogged down with stress and anxiety. Because of this, I may use mindfulness activities in class to promote healthy stress management.  

6. Phones – You are to keep your phone, Earbuds, e-watches, etc. in the teacher-designated spot for the duration of a class. The first time a student has a phone out during class, I will begin the process in “DISCIPLINE” above. So, after the third infraction, I contact the parent; a fourth occurrence means I refer the student to administration. Don’t let technology inhibit your focus in the moment. Sometimes I will prompt students (during the first 15-minutes of a class) to use mobile devices for academic purposes. 
7. Online Assignments – Students are expected to utilize technology outside the classroom. For example, students must submit major essays to turnitin.com. In addition, students may need to complete research or create presentations. If limited technology makes these assignments difficult to complete, please speak with me so we can come up with a solution. Do not wait until a due date to initiate that conversation. 

8. Class Culture – I strive to build an environment of respect and acceptance for all in my classes. I love joking around, laughing while we learn, and building strong relationships with students and families. I encourage students to be honest, vulnerable, and true to themselves. 
Everyone is Welcome in this Classroom 
Our class will be not only a stimulating place but a safe place for learning. It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well-served by this course and that everyone’s learning needs be addressed both in and out of class. The diversity you all bring to this class will provide strength and benefit the ideas we will explore in this space. Your suggestions are encouraged and appreciated. Please let me know ways to improve the effectiveness of the course for you personally or for other students or student groups. Please speak to me about anything that happens that makes you feel unwelcome or uncomfortable in our class.
We operate on the principles of respect for each other, curiosity about our similarities and differences, and sensitivity and compassion as we work together to better understand each other and the world around us. Hence, in room C-211, on campus, or at any school event, it is NEVER acceptable to use derogatory language towards any racial, ethnic, etc. group. We’ll skip over the N-word when it shows up in To Kill a Mockingbird, for instance, since the slur is primarily what I have in mind with this policy, which I have arrived at after sixteen-years of teaching. We will neither hide from such language nor treat it like normal, appropriate speech.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PARENTS AND STUDENTS:

After reading this syllabus, please GO to our Google Classroom and complete the syllabus signature assignment. By filling out and signing the signature form, you acknowledge that you understand Mr. Johnson’s classroom rules and will abide by them and all Arizona College Prep and CUSD policies. It is the student’s responsibility to understand the consequences for defying the polices set forth by the district and school. 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this syllabus, please inform the instructor as soon as possible. Finally, in order to maintain strong communication this year, please ensure that all contact information in Infinite Campus is up-to-date (e.g. preferred email, phone number). I will use Infinite Campus to send individual updates and provide feedback on specific assignments. Again, if you have any questions or concerns, please email me at johnson.ian@cusd80.com or johnson.ian@gse.cusd80.com. To a great academic year!
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